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her appointment, Gaston served as a deputy public defender for 19 years including several
years in the Juvenile Delinquency Division as an attorney and Assistant Supervisor. There, she
collaborated with other county agencies and non-profits to create a restorative justice
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child’s needs could be identified and appropriate services provided. She also conducted a
research study showing the high prevalence of trauma in the lives of incarcerated minors.
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Adoption Program, Foster Home Licensing (Resource Family Approval- RFA) and the Child Abuse
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foster care and juvenile justice systems across the country so youth can thrive. Jennifer spent
many years of her childhood in foster care and juvenile justice facilities, and has spent most of
her life advocating to ensure justice, compassion and opportunity for system involved youth.
Jennifer’s advocacy has resulted in significant national policy, practice and culture changes
around the fundamental needs of youth and formally including system involved youth as part of
all policy processes. Jennifer’s leadership at YLC has a special focus on ensuring youth in both
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legislative and policy accomplishments for California probation and foster youth, including
stronger educational rights, higher education funding, increased funding for transition services,
and promotion of normalcy and permanence for teenagers. Jennifer received her G.E.D. from
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number of Native American children in the child welfare system and improving the outcomes
for Native foster children. She was the supervisor of the County’s Indian Specialty Unit from
2010 thru 2016, established in 1992 in response to the growing concern by the tribal
community that their children were being “lost” in the system. She is currently a manager over
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