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To the Judges:

The dysfunction of California’s foster-care system was not among the priorities in the
state Capitol in fall 2005, when The San Francisco Chronicle began its campaign on
behalf of the 80,000 children the system was supposed to serve. The human cost of the
system’s failings was staggering. Nearly a third of all foster youth were becoming
homeless within their first year of “emancipation” at age 18. One in four was incarcerated
within two years of leaving the system. Only one in 100 went on to earn a college degree.
The state overseers of the system were not even tracking how many foster children were
dying — let alone why. The extent and quality of services varied widely from county to
county. The lawyers and social workers assigned to advocate for these young people were
overwhelmed with enormous caseloads, each typically responsible for the welfare of
several hundred children.

In a series of editorials and news stories that began in fall of 2005 and continues today,
The Chronicle identified the deficiencies in the system, laid out a framework for reform
on its editorial page — and pressed, relentlessly, for the governor and legislators to act.

Our coverage went beyond the statistics to summon the voices of foster youth to explain
in poignant detail how these policy failures were affecting their lives. Editorial writer Pati
Poblete tracked the travails of Sade Daniels, who was shuffled among seven homes in
four years after her drug-addicted mother could no longer care for her. Poblete, author of
“Sade’s story — lessons for all,” was the lead writer for much of the series. -

The Chronicle’s commitment to improving the system for these children — our children,
our collective responsibility, as our editorials reminded — was vi gorous and deep and
continued after Poblete left the paper in August 2006, Editorial Page Editor John Diaz
broke the story about how a college-grant program designed to give emancipated foster
youth a chance at an education was so poorly administered that the promised checks were
arriving far too late in the year — forcing students to drop out — or, in some cases, never
arrived at all. As you will see in the editorial and follow-up, legislators and the ,
bureaucracy started responding on the day of the editorial, “A false promise to foster
youth” — and the long-delayed checks were soon on their way.

The Chronicle kept the pressure on the governor and legislators for a sweeping reform of
the system, and on Sept. 22, 2006, Gov. Amold Schwarzenegger, whose office had been
resistant to some of the stiffened state accountability measures when they were going
through the Legislature, signed all eight bills that represented the core of the
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reforms advocated by our editorial page. In a nod to the role of The Chronicle’s impact
on the issue, the governor’s office gave the exclusive story to our editorial board, which
we broke on our editorial page the day of the big signing announcement.

Testaments to The Chronicle’s influence poured in, as underscored by these published
letters to the editor:

— “J am writing to congratulate you on the occasion of the governor signing eight
bills into law to reform foster care in California. Much of the credit goes to The
Chronicle. Thank you so much for taking on this issue and doing so with such skill
and conviction,” wrote John F. O’ Toole, director of the National Center for Youth
Law in Oakland.

— *“Kudos to Chronicle Editorial Page Editor John Diaz and former editorial writer
Pati Poblete for calling attention to the needs of this *hidden population’ and
serving as California’s conscience on foster-care issues,” wrote Miriam Krinsky,
executive director of Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles.

— “By bringing these issues to light, The Chronicle played an important role in the
passage of this life-changing legislation,” wrote Sam Cobbs, executive director of
First Place Fund for Youth, an Oakland organization that helps foster youth make
the transition to adulthood. The group has since announced that its annual
“Community Hero Award” would go to The Chronicle Editorial Board.

We're gratified by the recognition our work has received from those who have dedicated
their lives to the critical but often-frustrating job of helping these young people overcome
the odds against them. California’s foster-care system now has more resources and more
accountability for its efforts to provide homes and hope to the state’s most vulnerable
citizens. But we are also keenly aware that our job is not finished. As the snafus with the
college grants demonstrated, even the most well-intentioned legislation must be carried
out with equal commitment and care. California’s foster-care system now has more
resources and more accountability for its efforts to provide homes and hope to the state’s
most vulnerable citizens. The campaign showed how the institutional voice of one
newspaper, when raised with clarity and conviction for the betterment of society, can
make a difference. We are proud to nominate our work on behalf of California’s foster
children for the Price Child Health and Welfare Journalism Award.

Sincerely,
Vs, s

~"Phil Bronstein

Editor )

San Francisco Chronicle
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EDITORIAL

Sade’s story —
lessons for all

ADE DANIELS is no stranger

- to sethacks — as a foster youth, -
it has become a way of life. But

when Sade (say shaw-DAY) began
getting rejection letters from alf the
colleges she’ had -applied to last
“spring, she felt a surge of panic. -

In merely three months, she was

about to turn 18. For most leenag-

ers, that milestone” age marks the -

beginning of aduithood. But for fos-

ter youth such as Daniels, it would

mean the end of a safety net. With-

out a college acceptance letter, Dan-

iels feared she would become just

another  foster-care statistic. .—
. homeless, jobless or incarcerated.

- At 18 years old, foster youth offi- -

cially “age .out”: of ‘the system,

meaning they are cut off-from all - -

county services, such as housing, al-

lowance,. counseling, medical assis- -

tance- and ~ educational  support.

- What’s worse, mariy foster youth'say -
being in the. state’s system leaves

them unprepared to live on their
oW
When our first edltonal ‘13N on

the shy, soft-spoken foster youth al- - -
most 4 year ago, Daniels, then 17, -
had one thing on her mind: emanci-

pation.
Daniels, who had been in the sys-

tem since she was just 13 years old,

knew the odds were. agamst her. “It’s
like all of a-sudden, you're 18 and
they expect you to be an-aduit, but

the system doesn't téach you to be

adult,” she said in our Sept. I,

. 2005, editorial about her plight. Her
last mame was withheld from that
editorial because of her age,

Soon after that editorial, Daniels
was swrprised by the amount of sup-
-port she received: from strangers:
She was inspired to work harder in

school-and was determined to go to

college — Spelman College, to be
.exact,

- Daniels had. various counselors,

Siﬂilig in suspense

but there was no one to advise her
on,. what to-do beyond high school.
She was not aware_that she needed

- one more year of science and-
. another year of foreign lan:
. guage coltrses to get into col-

Jege — until she received a

rejection  letter - from UC:
Berkeley informing hér that

she Jacked the requirements.
-*“I thought, ‘In three months,
-I’_m emancipating and I have

nowhere to.go,”” she said, .-

In foster care, however,
youth are allowed to stay in
the system beyond their 18th
birthday if they can prove
that they will graduate from

‘high school by the time they

are. 19.. When  Daniels
learned of this from a social
worker, she said she “knew

-what she had to do”

“1 stopped. going to. my

- “math ‘class so.that I would
-flunk. I knew if I was forced

to stay in high school one

" more year, that 'would keep.
me from being emancipated.

T was desperate.  had no col- -

"lege set, there wasn’t enough

time to-apply for transitiohal

- housing. I refused to be

homeless” . )
Daniels _succeeded in
flunking math, yet she stil}
had a 3.69 grade-point aver-
age: Now, she says, her riind
is focused on passing chem-
istty and French in the fall so
she can finally get into Spel-
man. If there’s one thing she

_ has learned, she says, it’s that -
" curve balls are always being -

thrown, -“I's_how you react

- that matters. I just-have to

stay on track,” she says.
Assemblyman Mark Leno,

Among the key bilts awaiting actron in, lhe |
“Senale Appropriations Commlltee are:

"< % AB2489 (Mavk Leno, D-San Francisco).

~ Provides foster youth with financial
assistance and the campus-based

support they need to complete their -
- college education,.” . - '

» AB2216 {Karen Bass, D-Baldwin Vista) -
— Creates a structure for leadership
“and accountability for the management
of the agencies that pruwde services to
foster youth.

» AB2194 (Bass} — Extends Independent
tiving Program services to youth placed .
with non-related fegal guardiaris and -
thase adopted at age 14 or clder to
ensure they are prepared to live o their
own after they emancipate.

*SB1712 {Carole Migden, D-San Francis-

. -€0) — EstaBilishes a three-year, fouir- -
~ county pilot program focused- onin-
creasing adoptions of older foster youth,

- DSan Francisco, _says * his Vbi]l, :

AB2489, could have helped Daniels

. it had already been the Taw. -

“Someorie would have couriseled

'Sade to make sure shé was on the

college-preparatory path, and make
sure that her. high-school fecords

_kept-up with her as she was moved

from one ‘placement to the next,”

.- said Leno, “She alse would have had -

mentorship and tutoring — all. of
that “comes ‘with " the foster-youth

- program that this bill would expand
“to all foster youth. Currently, it only

covers 12 percent of foster youth
those in gmup homes?” :

An impressive $83 mllhon has -
been added to foster-care programs-
in the state budget. Now it is time to
move “key .bills such as these
through' the Legislature and onto
the governor's desk. - o

-Maybe then, foster youth can -

navigate. their - way to .adulthood

with fewer barriers than Sade Dan-
iels encountered.”
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Governor —

help these kids

ALIFORNIA legislators have.

just approved a significant re--

form bill to hnngeonslstency .
and acconntablhty to its traubled fos- |
ter-care system. The qu&stton oW is )
wehiether Gov: Arnold Schwarzenég- |
ger, whe launched into politics as an
. advocate for children with his after-
schoolprogram,wxllmmABZZlﬁm- '
-to law,

He must,

The Child Welfare Leadels}up
and Performance Accountability Act’
of 2006, authered by Assembly mem-
bers Karen Bass, D-Los Angeles, and
Bill Maze, R-Vislia, would force the
state to finally acknowledge and ad- -
dress the vast dispatities in the qual-
ity of care and access to services for
foster youth in counties throughout
the state.

AB2216 will require the many
state and local agen-
cies that deal with vari.
ous aspects of foster |
care to ‘communicate. ©
with each other, with °
an intent to identify.
and expand best prac--
tices. The bill sets.up a*
council to oversee tlie
system and. to - riake
sure that a: fost
child’s odds of success
in life are not so de-’
pendenl on whete he -
or she lives, ; '

Three other [mshly.-

passed foster-care bills demand the

govemor's signatire: °
. ABBD by . Assemblywoman'
Noreen Evang, D-Santa Rosa, would

Tepresentation” when | _dependency -
proceedings reach the appellate lev-
el. Currently, counsel is required on-
ly when requested by the child’s trial
attormey and there is a conflict of in-
terest. between the child and the
county’s lawyer. -

> SB1641 by Sen. Nell Soto,’
D-Pomona, would lift some of the ab-
surdly rigid state’ regulations that
have become barriers to creating a
family environment for foster youth
— and discourage would-be foster
parents from assuming the responsi-
bility. Example: A foster youth can
not ever be left iome alone, even for
the parent to run a brief errand. So-
to’sbill would impose a more reason-

able “best meets the: needs of the

- child” standard,

> AB2488 by Assemblyman Mark

"Leno D-San Francisco, would [ift

some of the obstacles that prevent
foster children from locating their
siblings — one of the more common,

" and eminently understandable, crav-

ings of someone who spent his or her
youth being moved from home to

- home,

Schwarzenegger and legislators
put a combined $94 milkioh extra for

foster care into the coming year’s

budget. The danger is that the gover-
nor might try to declare “mission ac-
complished” and cite that increase as
sufficient evidence of his commit-
ment to foster care.

But the infusion of new money —
welcome as it is — does not preclude

the need to reform the system. I any-

. -thing, it intensifies the
. need to make sure
thase dollars are spent
o as-efficiently and ef-
" fectively as possible.

. The stakes are ex-
_cruciatingly high. Re-
cent history suggests
California’s * - more
than 80,000 foster
-children are al far
‘higher risk of becom-
ing homeless or incar-
BN cerated than advanc-

. iﬁgto collége.
.Any  responsible
pa:em whose children: were in dan-
ger of living on the streets or falting”

. into"-the crirminal- justice . system
* would do everything and. anything
ensure thal foster youth have legal .

‘within his or her power to providea
structure to stéer them to the right

-path. Foster childten are otir collee-
-tive responsibility, The outeomes of

this failed system — with unaccept-
able nuinbers_ of youths entering
aduithood without the skills or sap-
port systemns they need - leave no
doubt about the urgency for reform.
These four bills need to be signed

“into law

) Urge Gov. Arnold Sch warzenegger lo

1ign these four bills fo improve the lives
of foster youth. E-mail bim today at
govemor@governot.cagov. Our
previous editorials on California’s
troubled foster-care system can be
found under *Chronicle campaigns” at
sigate.comfopinioi.
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EDITOHIAI.

alse promise to foster

ger are serious about helping foster youth make the transi-

I F CALIFORNIA legislators and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenieg- -

tion to adulthood, they need to do more than pour, money :

into the bureaucracy.
*'They need to make sure that money is going to the young:
adults it is designed to help — when they need it most. ’

* Acase in point: The new state budget includesa $5.7 million
supplement to a federal program that provides grants of upte
$5,000 for emancipated foster youth to cover the costs of hous- "

ing and other expenses when they go to college. )

It's a compelling need. By definition, these former wards of
the state lack the personal résources and family-support struc-
ture that is so essential in navigating higher education. Only |
about 2 percent of all former foster youth ever get a college
degTee An 18-year-oM leaving the foster-care system is fnany
times mote likely to become homeless or imprisoned than to
earn a d:ploma in the following five years, *

So, with-September rents now overdue : e
and classes having started more than two o

weeks ago on most campuses, how muich

" {fornia coliegm and universities?
" Not adime.

sent out in “mid- lo-late Oclober,” said Di-
ana Fuentes-chhel executive director of the Cal:lorma Sta-

dent Aid Comrmssmn, which admmlsters what are known as -

“Chafee grants,” after the late US; Ser John Chafee, R-R1,

who championed the programto help young people ages 18- 21 -

who are leaving foster care. -

“The excuses amount 16 classic bureaucratese Fuehtes-Mi- -
as of Thursday,

chel insisted it’s not the commissicn’s fault —
. she was still waiting for the state dépariments of So¢ial Services

give'the commission authorization to distribute the money. .
“The ummg of this program,” she ac- :

of this money has actually reached the -
roughly 2,000 eligible foster youth in Cali- ..

At the earliest; the first checks wﬂl be .

youth

Joun OvERMYER NewtAst. com

-eruel.

Ngo-Gonzalez said state administrators had been assuring

‘students that, withi the extra state noney, the problems had

been fixed and the grants would be 138119(1 ina timely manner

“this yéar, "

That prormse is ofﬁclally brokert. Even a nne-monlh de]ay is

‘untenable for-a studént who is scrambling to come up with the
. money] for food, apartment deposits'and other basic expenses.
" and General Services to sign the “interagency agreements" to- -

1Y’ fiot right, what's happening,”. Ngo-Gonzalez said; “If

the federal or state governmient- tells you they're going to do

something, you expect them to do it” -

. ]mowledged, isnotin sy-nc withthe academic
calendar”

That is an understatement. 'I'he distribu- -
tion of funds has been so cutrageously slow -
that some financially strapped students have
given upand dropped out of schocl asa Tesult, -
according to those who administer the money
at the campus level At Cal State University

~ Students W_aited-f_or,
$5,000 grants that -

- came late — or; in

some"ca‘ses, not at all.

-Sarah Mejia, a 22-year-old single mother
and full-time CCSF student, Jmows all about
delays and bureaucratic snafus. A mix-up in
govermnem Tecords left her without a Chafee
grant in 200405, despite documented evi-
dence of her years in foster care. Her eligibility
was finally certified by the state at the start of
_school in iate August 2005, Still, she did not

East Bay, the dozen students who were certi-
fied for Chafee grants in summer 2005 did not receive lheu
thecks until August 2006. Financial-aid administrators at City

-College of San Francisco and I.aney ColJege said many-months .

delays weré not uncommon.

The [rustration is statewide, said Mmh Ngo—GomaIez, djrec- :
tor of the Silicon Valley Children's Fund, which funsa program -
to help 41 emancipated foster youth at 15 California colleges. -

She said “almost all” of those students received fetters from the
state Jast fall indicating they would get a Chafee grant — and
-counted on it as part of their financial-aid package — but none
received a check before spnnghme. A Iew waited and waited,

until they were finally notified « in the spring — that the pro--

gram had run out of oney and they would nof get anything,

This bureaucratic dysfunction is worse than intolerable. It is .

* teceive her $4,800 check uniil May 2006.
Mena islivid at aIl the bureaucratic finger- pmmmg inSacra-

._mento,

“Atthe énd of the day, they get to goto theirbig homes; , 51t by
their warm fires, enjoy their cappuccinos and watch their plas:

‘ma TVs,” said Mejia, who, at 22, is no longer elxglble for the

grants that came Jate one year and not at all in the: other.
“They're insulated from the conditions that me and other peo-
ple who are counting on these grants have to live with.” =
Assemblywoman Karen Bass, a Baldwin Vista Democtat wha -
has taken a lead role in advocating for foster youth, said leg-
islators had two ob]ecum in adding $5.7 million to the Chafee
grant program. One was to make sure that all eligible students
could obtain the grants. {Last year, there were twice as many
applicants as there were aval]ab]e “dollars to fully fund the
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grants). The other goal was to alleviate one big excuse for the
delay in getting the money to the students — the fact that the

-federal fiscal year, which will bring $7.9 millioni in Chafee
granits to this state, does not begin until Oct, 1. The state fiscal-
year begins in July, thus, theoretically, allowing the'state money

to flow in time for the school year.” - Lo oo
- Bass was none too pleased to Ieamn the state bureaucracy was
not going. to be.getting money to the eligible students until
mid-October at the earliest: =~ - | _ e
“What you'vé brought to my attention is that this is still 2
problem,” Bass said ina telephone interview Wednesday. “For-
amiddlé-class kid, this {type of delay in financial aid) mieans you -
borrow from your parents. For & foster kid, this could mean you
are on the streets.” ) . R
In most other forms of finaricial aid, standard practice is to
ensure that students kaiow exactly what they will be receiving —
and, in many cases, have checks in hand — . o
before the first day of class. ' =
Consider the plight of a newly emanci. @
pated foster youth entering CSU East Bay. -~ }
Even'if a student were to receive a maxi- SRyt L
mum $4,600 Pell grant — the main source - pist editorials on -
of financial aid for the lowest-income shi- foster care by click-
dents — the math of higher education is L’Lgm"" .Ch’f'"'t‘?'e
daunting. “On-tampus . room-and board - sfga{:: é%?,sw;-mm
runs $8,400 a year. A $5,000 Chafee grant -~~~ - _
could make or break a'college opportunity for a freshman with-
out parents, credit or connections, .. - '
" “These are ‘probably. the most disadvantaged ‘group we
serve,” said Rhonda fohnson, financial aid director at GSU East
Bay. “You can imagine the impact of having to wait for any type
of financial aid” -~ . - . :

- California legislators this year made foster care a higher pri-
ority than it has'been in memory — including the addition of
$5.7 million for the Chafee gtants. Their most significant move -
toward reform wds the passage of AB2216, authored by Asem.
bly members Bass and Bill Maze, R-Visalia, to set up 2 cousicil
to oversee this state’s severely disjointed system for caring for
the 80,000-plus foster children that aré our collective responsi-
bility. The bungling of the Chafee grants is a perfect example of:
why thie staté needs 4 cormmission to oversee the system and )
outlay of doilars, as AB2216 proposes. Schwarzenegger must
sign this bill — for the sake of taxpayers and for the sake of-
young people who are being shortchanged by the state govern-
ment’s disorganization and inattention. - o

* “One of my greatest fears is that we will do this work and the
implementation will fall short,” Bass said of this year’s strides in
foster-cate reform. R L

Enough of the bureaucratic excuses. The emancipated foster
youth who have enrolled in college = overcomirig tall odds in
pursuit of their dreams — deserve the support of the promises
the state has inade to them. The Chafee program must be re-

“aligned so that these grants reach students before the first day of
classes — before they purchase their books, before they have to
arrange child care or buy groceries, before the rerit is due. We
will stay with this issue until the problem is fixed, - -

Urge Cov__..-\mold Schwarzenégger 1o intérvene iri this bureaueratic
logjam that is deldying Chafee grants — and encourage him to sign -
AB2216 to make all foster-care programs imore efficient and

-effective, E-inail him at governor@governor.ca.gov.
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Checks en route
to foster students

ELP IS on the way to_ neaﬂy
H 2,000 former - foster youths : .

whohave beenwaiting for the
state to come through with promised. -

scholarships of up to $5,000 to help-?

) with college Hving expenses.”.

and that they éould have their initial
chiecks in hand 2f the start of the

“school year. In years past, the federally " -

funded “Chafes grant” program was

notariously slow — soslow that most .
California applicants’ who Teceived:
such schu]arshpslasi year didnot get -

them until this $pring. Others were

notified Iate in the school year that_the ;

programhad run out of money,

But as we reported hete Friday, the -
state bureaueracy had not heen re--

sponding with the sense of trgency

that legislators expected when lhe'y

put extra money into - -
this program to help:
these.young people ab- B
sorb the financial shock”
of goingt collegewith
out parental support. As'
oflast week, the Califor-
‘nia Student Aid Com-
mission had insisted the
ea:liestitcou]dpoﬁibly’
finish reviewing appl
cations - and issuing
checks was mid-to-late
Cctober. .

By Friday aftenioon,

cies with a hand in the process — the
. administration of this programi is far
more curnbersome thai it needs to be

- had completed their work and put

in a request for state Controller Steve
Westly’s office to process the first 500
grants on an expedited track.

* “We will gladly do what we canito -
get these out ASAP,” said Russ Lopez, -

the controller’s spokesman, He said
the checks would be sent out today.

“That's just fabtilous,” said Minh -~
. Ngo-Gonzalez, director of the Siticon - -
" Valley Children’s Fund, whichruns a

program to help 41 emancipated fos:
ter youthat 15 Califéria colleges. .

Still, Ngo-Gonzalez worries about

FOLLOWING UP

the fate of eligible students who are
not in the first wave of grants — espe-

- cially considering the delays and lack

.of communication in the past. “Stu-

' dents are left wondering: What will |
o get and when?” she said. . :
Thlswassupposedtobelheyea:‘_ E
the state stepped in with an extra -
$5.7 million to make surethat all eligi- .
ble students could receive the grants ...

Juan Cénteno, 2 19 year-old eman-
cipaled fosleryoulhstudyi ngeomput
er scienice at City College of San Frarn-
cisco, has good reason to bewary. Last
year, he was assured in September he
was eligible for 4 maximium $5,000
‘scholarship. He kept waiting for a fol- -

 low.up letler of phone call from the’
slate — il evenlo say “Wwe'te snrry” ot

“thanks for waiting” *
. Jtnevercame, . - -
" “At first I was calling fhis CCSF f-

- nancial aid adviser) every week .
“then every two weeks . . .

then every_
month,” Centeno said He eventually

“gaveup.

. Heapphedagamtlusyea: butheis
nothkelytobeamongﬂleearlyreapl—

- © éntsofchecks Inacru-
el exira twist for the

nowhowere stifféd Last
year, the stateIs giving

_ing of renewal applica-
tions.

. “Let's say 1 don’t
S trust the people that
award these grenis”
 Centerio said. “Fm not
going to worry about it
anymore, because 1
" don’t want to create

however, the bureau- frustration For another
cratic barriers were in g - . personandIdon’twant
crumbling, Key legisla- 1 Dis bUreaucratic o gustrate myselt”
tors started pressing for . Y : © As  Npo-Gonzalez.
explanations -on  the | dySflll]CthIl l_s . - suggested, eligible stu-
holdup. *As soon ‘as” . worse than. . ~dents who do not re-"
your ediforial hit; they. -, . - . ceive checksrightaway
startedcirclingthewag-_intolerable. . " riore than 750 sup-
ons” said Senate Presi- .. posedly have been de-
dent Pro. Tem Din Itis crueL layed due to incom-
Perata. “We just drilled . EDITOer SeFr15,3006  plete: applications —
in" One of the state de-_ - should be -kept in-
partments (Genéral Serviceshthat had . fomed of their status. These are
- been sitting oni the paperwork sud- - young people who-are overcoming
denly had it sigried and on its way to® - long oddsto pursue higher education:
another ifivolved :gency,lheDepm - -Oniyabout 2 percent of all formet fos-
ment of Social Services.. - " “ter youth éver eam a college degree.
By yesterday, all three state dgen- - * - - The past week’s acceleration of the

process, while certainly welcome,

".proves there was no excuse for the de-
- lays. The California Legislature must
“streamline this laudable, but peorly
. administered, program so-that one

state agency is responsible for ensur-

ing that students ate’getiing their

‘grants at the start of the school year.
“It: will be fixed,” vowed Senate

.leadet Perata. “We're not going to'go

through this again ™
.We'l] bewatching.

Linkstd iur past editorialson
. California’s foster¢are system'can be~

found under "Chronicle campaigns™ at
sfgate.comfopinion

studentssuchasCente- -
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Governor to sign
{foster-care bills

ov. Arnu]d Schwarzenegger
G today will sign eight bills de-

signed to make a difference -
in the lives of tens of thousands of fos-

ter children in California,
The most significant of the bills,

ABZ216 by Assernbly member Karen_

Bass, . D-Baldwin-
Hills, would force the -
state to. finally . ac.
lmowledge and ad- 2
dress the vast dispar- .

itiesin the living con--
ditions and access to:
services  for  foster
youthin the state’s 58 -

cusona mpnlzﬂon more wonhy of

our attention and resources than the
children in foster care and those at
risk” of being placed outside the
home, said Belshé, noting that foster
care wascited asa pricrity in the gov-

'emor’s first budget.

Shecredlledablpam )
. sanpushonbeha]foffus-
ter children with creat-
ing the atmosphere that
.. produced ‘more  than
+ +-$100million in new state
funding and the eight
bills that Schvmzeneg-
ger plans 16 sign today.

counties. : 'Those bills will mean

“We viewed thisas the state’s 75,000 foster
the linchpin for mak- - . “children will now be
ing the system work FBllOWIHG“P eed legal Tepre-
bettet,” said -Miriam sentation in dependency
Krinsky, executive di-  “[iy; 4 on proceedings through the
rector of the Chl. 1 or too .] > appeliate Tovel (AB2480
dren’s Law Center-of = California has by Assemblywoman No-
Los Angeles, which re- . : reen Evans, D-Santa Ro-
presents thousands of failed — and sa), provided with a bet-

foster youth and has continues to fgil — terchance atafamily en-

" been'pressing hard for
reform,
By any measure, the

in its obligation to

vironment- by easing
some of the rigid regula-
tions that discourage '

systetn has been failing PTOVide hOlTieS and would-be foster parents

bill would pirovide an “important col- -

laborative mechanism"” to bring more
consistency and accountability to the
foster-care system. It requires state

and local agencies handling the vari-.

ots foster-care programs fo comniu-
nicate with each other, with the geal
of identifying and expanding best
practices, It also sets up a conneil —

co-chaired by the Human Services -

secretary and the chief justice of the

state Supreme Court — to oversee the

systetn.
“We would be hard pressed to fo-

these children. Nearly . ; from taldng on the re-
2 third becomi home, - 11OP€ 10 tens of sponsibility (SBIGA1 by
less within & year of  thousands of - Sen. Nell Soto, D:Pomo-
emancipating, or “ag- hild . - na), given fewer bureau-
Ingout”at18.Onein -CRUCArEN inits  cratic hurdtes when they
R g oster-care system, 5okl
k%pinazljan;l1 standards Further disabling man Mar;t Len, Dsﬂ
are 50 slips and 50 : .. rancisco) and protect
inconsistent - from - the disjointed - grom igeniry theft
county to county that Je]  (AB2985 by Assembly-
the stdate pnly_tec:rmlyr' an_d u[:derfunded r:;n Bill- Maze, R-Visa.
— under pressure from - SyS emisa ia). ) )
the * federal’ goven- As Schwarieregger
 ment — started keep- -SII0-LYPE SLTUCIUTE noted in a letter 1o s,
foder chiarenfios With standards that je Speser Eabian
and why. One advica- vary widely from ni?hesan-“nh_limﬁor;o
cy group, co ng - . aci” in respoiise to the
data from counties, - County, to COUI'I{Y” “sobering statistics™
justdeterminedthat 50 g0 sepr. w2005  about what is happening
foster children died in . to these children —
the state last year. our children, our collec-
In revealing _the tive Tesponsibility.
governor’s intent to sign AB2216, “We tried to craft legislation that
Healthand Human ServicesSecretary  wouild have an immediate fmpact on
KimBelshé said the landmark reform  people’s lives” said Bass, who

emerged as the Legislatire’s champi-

.~ on of the foster-care cause.

In a bold and bipartisan way, Cali-
fornia leglslaiors delivered an un-
precedented combination of funds
and laws to upgrade the foster-care

system.

“Allhough we may disagree on
many issues, we were very happy to
come together to protect Califomia’s
most yulnerable chitdren,” Bass said.

- Schwarzenegger’s bill signings to-
day will put the finishing touches on 2
remarkable year,
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EDITOHIALS

A model for all

HE CQUN'I'RY’S best model -
- || * for foster-care services may be ..

-.in a Napa'office park.
When we fiist wrote about YOIC-

teenage members and a couple of big

ed putlandish: they wanted to gather
the various agencies that dealt with
foster care under one toof, and the

teens wanted to start lhelr own pro- -

grams in. housing .

From lhe:e, it was all § |mprcmsa— .
tion — and faith,. :
“Fm a single mom. When T got

hete in February, I asked thein why
ES (Voice Our Independent Choices . .
for Emancipation Support) oné year
ago, it was a fledlging community .
center with a coalition of govern-.
_ment and nonprofit agencies, eight -

they didn’t: have any programs for

-young parents,” said 20-yeat-old Am-

ber McCurdy, a program coerdina-
tor. “So theys'aid well, start one. I fig-
ured it out as [ went along.” Now she

: ~ leads an eight-week program teach-
ideas. At the time, those ideas sound- - -

ing othet young parents about autri-
tion, toddler development and rela-
tionships — and has discovered that
she’s a good enough public speaker

. to glve prmemahons all around the

country.

and life skdlis. -

“Pve never seen

But theyre do- Foster youth a business depend-

ing. it ‘In. fact,- ‘so much on ‘the

© theyre doing it s0 - set l_lp prograrn . commitment . of
well that adults'all tO help each other.  youth” said Nikkie

around the country

_ Felten, an 18-year-

are asking them for
adviee.

“The first time we wenl to a na- -~

tional conference where we were the

.ages 16-24. That's no small achieve:

ment, considering that in any one .-
- year there are only 142 foster ch]l- .

dren in Napa County. .

How did they do it? For starters, :
they were successful in reaching out -

for help. All the comimunity agencies
agreed to locate a stalf member in the

VOICES office part-time, and com- -
muhity - foundations and nonprofits ;.
{17 of them) pitched in with money
and assistance. Their own experience -
as foster children gave them a fresh -

perspective on-how to conduct oul-

reach and service. Because they were .

foster children themselves, the staff

has brought a new perspective to the -

ideas of outreach and service. (For ex-

ample, they sef up an office atalocal
alternative school for a 'month and

got 33 new members)’

old founding mem-
ber, “It’s really different. And so
many of us have changed for the bet-

-, ter, because we've taken on responsi-
highlight speakers; I looked around. .
at all the expérts and ‘realized how
awesome it was,” said Mitch Findley;
19,a foundmgrnember “It made me -
_feel like I kmow what m doing, too” .
The center now runs six programs.
and serves approximately 150 cur- -
rent and emancipated foster ‘youth .

blimes, because we're Tole] mode]s

‘now.”

‘Whether or riot the VOICES mod-
el can bé feplicatéd — in larger, less:

" cdoperative areas = Is i open quies- |
. tion, but it's what the staff is planning

totackle next. Executive director Les-

" lie Medine said that ‘there are twao
= erucial -things that made VOICES
- work: cominitment from the com--

mumly and commitment Io ayouth:’
led project.’
“We had to find really great kids,

- and we were lucky enough toworkin - :
- .an area with service agencies that co-
- operated siot only with us, but with -

each-other,” Medine said. “I don’t -

- know if that's the case in some of the

larger ‘cities. San’ Francisco might
have better luck by starting smali = .
in, say, a nieighborhood — and then’
spreading out” With two grants for
them to study the possibility of
spreading VOICES to other commu-
nities, these hard-working  young-
pecple have a tremendous amount to-
celebrate. o
We salute them as they oelebrale

- their one-year anniversary tonight. -
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EDITORIAL | On foster Care reform

“ law, that 1ook effect in 2004 re-

- bying group that co-sponsored the 2004 law,
requested the names for 2005 from all 58

“counties. Nearly a year later, they’re stlll wait-

ing for iwo counties to réspond..
The names that they do have. for 2005 —
48 so far — offer- more gitestions than an-

swers, What does it mean, for. example, that

~.nine of the deaths were, cluldren age’17.ot -
_ older, five of whom were within six weaks of
their 18th birthday? Are 17-year-olds simply :

~more likely to" get. in’ car accidents? Suffer

" drug overdoses? Skateboard withonit helmets? -
Or does it mean the flfillment of our worst -~
fears — that some ‘children,’ facmg the harsh
redlities of homelessness . arid’ "desperation -

_ when they “age out”.of the system at 18, arer" s

- taking their own lives’ mstead?

“There’s ng way.to get more information’
~without going to the courts,” said Christina_
Riehl, staff attorney for the Chﬂdrens Ad-' -

“vocacy Institute.

There is- absolute]y no reason why an ad--
vocacy group, 4 néwspaper, an. elected offi- -
cial, or any other concerned member of the .
public:should have to go to couirt to find out
what happened when a-foster youth dies, .

- -But due to California’s baffling po]lcmc on.

" HE SI'ATE  OF California cannat .
say how many foster children die -
- each “year, ‘even though a state’

. “quites counties to release ‘the -

. names, dates of birth, and dates of death for -
" . these children. The new law is not being fol--
lowed by all; The Children’s -Advocacy In- -
stitute; a San’ Diego-based resedrch and lob-: .

-'-dlsclosure it's extraordmanly difficult for the .
ipublic to learn who in the system is dying”
and- why. Neaily ‘every bill that has come

through the Legislature in the past several -

years has been stonewilled by the County

" Welfare Dlrectors’ Associafion.: :

“Take' AB1817,a very thodest bill sponsored
by Assemblyman Bill Maze, R-Visalia, three
“years ago. Concerried about a wave’ of foster

children’s deaths in his district, Maze simply
wanted leglslators to be allowed to review the

“case files of deceased children in the system.
But he couldn’t get his bill out of the Iudlma-_

rvy Committee, - .
-*They said that, as an eIected of[icml rd
just use these cases as a political forum,” said

~Maze..“I think it's just balotiey: We need to
know if there’s sonie kind of pattern or trend
or lack of overstght in case rnanagement be-
~‘cause, until we know that, we. won't know -
“how to fix the problem. But needless to say, -
‘Tve been fought against on this issue tremen-
dously by the welfare directors of this state.”"

"Maze is not the only one frustrated by the
lack of information about child deaths from
Cah[omla s - social-services . bureaucracies.

- Last year, the US. Department of Health and

Human- Services. determiried that ‘the’ state
was violating federal law by. failing to file

* reports about the deiths and near-deaths of
‘children due to ‘abuse or neglect. Thireatened
‘with the loss of $60°million in child-welfare

-funds, this summer the state began requiring
‘counties ‘to file these reports. But — and.
‘here’s the rub — the Depiattment of Somal,
Services keeps all names ‘confidentjal, even in’
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_the case of foster children.-

Imagine = our states most’ vulnerable-
children, betrayed by a state system that. was- .
supposed to protect them'— and we have ng
idea who they are. A logk.at.the question:

“naires - the state started’ prcmdmg this- Iuly

. offer only haunting’ glimpses. of their fates:"

“» On July 30, a- IS-year-old ‘foster child .
_died after either jumping or being pushed . -
from a movmg car, m a. suspected sexual as- 5’

“sault. -

» On Aug, 17 a Lyear-old foster chx]d‘ ’
drowned after her foster parents left her"

alone in a-bath tub.’

»On Aug 24, a 16—)tear-old commltted .
suicide by shootmg himself in the head after™. . -
telling his sibling that he conldn’t take their -

legal guardian’s abuse anymore.

Confidentiality is. important, - especlally'f :
when it comes to p_rotectmg th_e identitiés of .
family members and abuse reporters. We-un-,

derstand; as well, that it’s important to pio-

tect the names of abused children who suffer
near-fatalities: but are- ‘expected -to recover.
But there are no good reasons why. the full -
“case files — including names, counties and-
histories — for dead foster children shouldn’t .
be open to all of us. There can’t be any ac-

countability without tfanspaiency. -~

.When we asked . Siie- Diedrich,’ ‘assistant
genera] couiisel for the staté’ Department of’

Social - Services, - why they couldn't tell us

miore, she said_that. the state could nsk 1ts' .

" federal funding.

That's-simply not- true accordmg to afed- -

eral official who tracks the 1ssu_e

_“Federal law doest’t tequire that a state

- release (those details), but it doesn’t prohibit ..
‘those disclosures either,” said Susan Orr, as-
“Sociate. commissioner. 6f the children’s .bu- ;
“tean in'the US:'Department of Health and
“Human Services, Indeed, there are at. least-
,;two states, _Georgra a.nd South Caroling,

'- _T_h’_ere areno go'(id r_ea.son_sf_ g

- whythe casefiles -

 for dead foster: chltdren
shouldnt be open '

‘which offer up just the sort -of connect- the——. :
‘dots information that: an mfonned public
‘needs — and unlike Cahfomla, they haven’t =
“had any threats of a funding cut-oif.. '

There is a solution to this, and this year

'Assembly ‘members Sharon Runner and Ka:
-1en:Bass éven tried.to offer’jt. It was AB2938,

which required the release of juvenile éourt:
records, and county and state {iles, in the case

of a ctuld death pertaining to’abuse or ne-
-glect. AB2938 should be éxpanded to include

the deaths of foster c]uldren, regardless of

:7 whether or not they died as a result of abuse
-0t neglect.

Unfortunately, aithough the govemot and-. :

- Legislature: worked togethér to pass many .
i :Vi_rmportant pieces of child- welfare legislation:
‘this year,”AB2938 wasn’t one of ‘them. The"

county welfare directors’ -association ‘voiced -

“its opposition again; and lt dld.n’t go past its:”

first committee, © .

For. _some: reason, there ‘are shll people
who seeri to believe that if we don’t get.the-
mformatlon, we.won't pay attentmn lo the

fact that our childien are dying. -

They’re wrong. IVs time to resuréct — énd' _

expand —-AB2938. What we: don't know cah ..

hurt 6s. It's’ unconscronab!e to let chjldren

o pay ‘the pnce
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These deaths drew news coverage.
But we nieed to know what happened
- whenever a foster youth dies.

Conrad Morales

X Y 7hen Conrad Morales’ relatives sent hint to live:
\ ; i / with his aunt and uncle in the mountainside town
. of Randle, Wash,, they thought they were provid- -
ing him with a better life. e .
. _ After spending hiis first 11 years in Los Angeles motels

~with his mother or relatives' homes in 13 Puente, the idea "
“was that the boy might benefit from forests, meadows, fresh

air, animals — from the concept of an innocent childhood
* thathis parents, both of whom had spent time in jail on drug
and assault charges, hadn't been able to provide for him. "
Two years later, the police pulled Conrad’s body out of a
trashcan. - - L
The suspects in his murder cdse are the Very same aunt
and uncle who were supposed to shelter and protect him.
The boy — a high-spirited, popular student and avid bird-
watcher — told his best friend weeks before his death during
the summer of 2005 that he was being sexually abused and *
beaten. Now that hest friend -~ and the entire town of Ran- -
dle — is still wondering how they ¢ould have failed to miss
the warning signs: the filthy house, the ematic school atten-
dance, Conrad’s requests for make-up to cover the bruises
on his face and neck, R : '
Months before his death, Conrad began making desper-
ate calls to his older sister, Vanessa Gallardo, in the Los
Angeles area. Gallardo, who had already fought unsuccess-
-fully for custody with Los Angeles County Child Protective-
Services, was perhaps theonly one who called social work-
ers and asked that someone check on e boy. She never
found ‘out about that check, but the police estimiate he was
- killed weeks beforc they received a missing person’s report.

Kayla Lonain Wood

o I The lifé of Kayla Lorrain Wood has a made-for-after-

- scheol-TV-special quality. to it: ‘She was sexually

. -abused, schizophrenic and depressed; She bounied

around in Child Protective Services while her mother

racked up drug charges. She was suspected of prostitution.

- And she died a terrible death — this September, the More-

no Valley police discovered her stabbed and abandoned

body after firefighters came t6 put.cut a fire in a building
where transients gathered, L

Bul beneath this tale of woe lies a 16-year-old girl who
loved art, music and animals. Tatl and thin, she dreatned of
becoming a model ~ an appropriate choice, perhaps, fora
young woman whe her mother describes as gitly, pretty
and frilly. In her foster-cire placemeénts, she ran away fre-
quently < to find her family. S S

Eventually, the police found her body instead.

Could anyone have saved her? In 2005, after an evalua-
tion showed that Kayla was suffering from a mental dis.
order, Child Protective Services recommended that she be
comimitted to a secure psychiatric facility. She rfan away
from her group home four days later. Though- she later-
teturned, no one followed up on the recornmendation., - .

Although Kayla went missing at least 10 times during .
her two years in the foster-care system; social services ad-
mitted {6 losing contact with her parents, They didn’t know
she was missing until she was already dead.

 Jerry Hulsey

P the life and death of Jerry Hulsey shows how diffi-
- cult it is for soclal workers to make the right calls
4. - ‘when it comes to protecting lchildren — and how

- important it is that they do.” - :

“Jetry’s_biological mother and fither were -habitual

. drug users. His fifst brush with the Department of Social

-Services camie at the age’ of nine months, when his bi-
ological mother passed cut from 4 heroin overdase with
him in the car, She was charged with' ehild endanger-

- ment-and ordered into drug treatment, where she met

“Vicki Lynn Hulsey, Jerry’s future foster mother, -

Though "his -biological mother couldn’t stay out of
trouble ~ she didn’t complete. hier treahnent program
arid 1éft her son in the care of anyone who would take
him — she did notice that Hulsey treated the boy well. So
when she:went to prison in 1996, she asked that he be left "

int Hulsey’s care in Monterey, --° - | - o
--Hulsey ‘acted quicklyto be certified as Jerry’s foster

- parent, and by ihe'account's‘of;friend;_ and neighbors,
 treated him with love. When she pelitiohéd for adoption,

social workers weighed thaf fore heavily thari Hulsey's
other problems — namely, her background as a child:

- abuse survivor, her struggles with.drug and alcohal ad-

dictio, and: her’ bipolar disorder, In_the end, Hulsey's
- past-caught up with her -~ she-beat 10-year-old Jerry to,

.~ death this year. An autopsy showed tliat }ie had cocaine in

his system and- that, at 4 feet 9 inches, he weighed 60

. pounds, .. - .

. Hulsey's deterioratiort ‘and: Jerry’s tragic death- shows

how difficult it -is to predict what will. happen inan
adoption.. But it also shows how importarit it is for the

piiblic to understand socidl workers’ chioices.
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It works
inSouth
- l:arolina

' F ORMORE than lﬂyda;s;SouthCar

olina has had' one of the nation’s

strongest policies about public dis- -

‘closure for the deaths of foster children.

‘South Carolina’s clear and succinct poki= .-
cies stand in stark contrast to California’s
con.fusmg am:l dmomled disclosure .ws- :

tem.

“We teview all the records and talk B

- about what the agency did ordidn’t doina .
specific case — was there a failure to make
a home visit? Did sorneone not follow a:

policy. concerning documentation?” said
Virginia Williamson, general counse! for
South Carolina’s- Departinent - of Social
Services. “The reports talk about agency

activities instead of laying out the faraily’s *
dynamics of Tevealing mformat]on about -

_ siblings or other relatives.”

A public request yields plenty of infor-
mation. They sent us a document contain-
ing summary information about the cir-

cumstances of death for children whodied

in 2004, The document included not just
children who had died of suspected abuse

or neglect while in active protection, but-
also children whose deaths were the result -

of accidents or natiral cansesand received
no public attention. By listing this last

group without names, their privacy is pro- -
tected — but the pubhc can stil do com. ¢ -

_ parisons. -

Composéd m a snmple eléar format,
each entry is'easy to read and analyze For -
example, we learned that in 2004, there -

were nine child deaths due i abuse and
‘neglect while in active protection, one

well-publicized child death due to homi- -

cide, and 28 acci-

| cause-deaths. Of
" the . nine : abuse

.dent- and natural -

and neglect

_ deaths, one was a

foster child ~ La-

keysha Tharp, a

10yearold - in .
Rictiland County, -
of "probable as-

- physiation, - We
leam that the’ foster mother” has ‘been
charged with hoinicide by child abuse, and
- that the foster mother's son (unnained, bé--

“canse helsammor)hasheen chargedmlh :
- the murder aswell.-

- Wsall there: the case, the lost child, and

- whal's being done td ensure that her death
_ wasnot in vain. Anid the sky haso’t fallenin

South Carolina as a result of such d.isclo-'

sure. Ifthey're worried about “privacy,” o

“liability”-or “politics,”. the excuses lhat
certain authorities offer in California, it

“hasn’t stopped law enforcement from serv:
‘ing or social services from protecting, Nor
. has it stopped the public from carrying on
" withitheirprivate lives. The only difference

isthat the public also hasthe knowledgeto '
ask questions and push for improvement. .

“It's always 4 delicate balance between .
being accountable to the public for how

-we ‘do ‘business; the privacy interests of.
-{aim'lies,and ptotecting the state from law-

suits,” satd- Williamson.: “But ultimately
we feel that transparency and accountabil-
ityare important.”

Sodowe.

Abnut the series
‘Californla Ieglslators and Gov. Amnold

: Schwarzenegger made progress this
“year by approving a series of measures
" toupgrade the level of corisistency and

‘oversight in the stale’s froubled foster-
care system — but there is rnuch wark to

_be dene,

Today's editorials were researched
and written by editorial writer Caille

- “Millner. You can e-mail har at
- cmiliner@sfchronicle.com.

To read earlier editorials on thrs toplc. :

go o SFGate com

C= ]ohn Diaz, editorial page editor
ﬂmz@st’chromcle com
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It takes
a family

OR ALL of the rhetoric about
“family values” in American

- politics, ‘the federal govem- -

ment certainly puts up a lot of obsta-
cles to allowing foster youth to hve
with their family members.

There are many reasons why the
government should be helping rela-
tives — most typically grandparents —
who arewillingto operitheirhomesto
a child whose patents are either un-
" wiiling or unable to provide a stable
home. Various studies have shown
that young people in a relative’s care
fare far better in life — as measured by
educaiion, employment and incarcer-
ation rates — than those who . are
bounced from placement to place-
ment in-the foster-care system. Also;
those relatives are far moreé likely than
a stranger or a group-home *parent”

to continue emotional and financial

support when a youth becomes 18. -

“You ‘age out’ of a system, but you -
don't age out of a family,” observed :

Donna Butts, director of Generations
United, a national fam-
ity-advocacy group that
has been pushing for
reform of the federal °
foster-care rules. o
The tndetlying flaw
in federal law is a fi-
nancing structire that
encoutages the place-
ment of children in fos-
ter care instead of with_
relative guardians.
More than 500,000 U S,
childrén are in a foster
care system that is se
verely underfunded in
most states, .
The upshot is thal the money (m

terms of monthly support payments -
and services suchas drug treatmentor -
mental-health counseling} does not” -
followthe child when he orshe moves
from {oster care into the home of a -

grandparent or other relative, -
US. Sens. Hillary Clinton, D-NY,
and Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, have

just re-introduced legislation to rectify -
that problem by givingstatestheoption

to provide monthly support payments
to grandparents and other relatives.

Their “Kinship Caregiver Support
Act” also requires the state to notify
grandparents and other adult relatives
within 60 days of a childs removal
from parental custody — and tolay out

. the options for the relative who might
be willing to care for the child.

US. Rep. Danny Davis, a Chicago
Democrat, plans ta introduce soon a
similar measure in the House. Davis
has seen the heartache and stress on
relatives struggling tokeepsiblingsto-
gether,

“Insome neighborhoods in my dls—
trict, half of the children are living
with grandparents,” Davis said.

. The reality is that many of those
grandparents can barely afford their
own living expenses <~ but they take in
the children anyway, out of love and
obligation. He believes the federal
governmentshould “ease the burden”

" and “provide additional rights” to

theserelatives.
InCalifornia, the stateand counties

* have tried to navigate around the fed-

eralrestrictions with programssuchas’

~“Kin-GAP,” which uses a blend of.
. state, county and other federal re-
sources to help cut relative caregivers.

Still, it’s not nearly enough money to
ke up for the federal restrictions.

" San Francisco has been able to
place more than hall of its 2,060 foster
youth with relative caregivers — bul at
& cost Lo the city of “several million
dollars a year™ because of the federal
funding restrictions, said Trent Rhor-
er, the city’s human services director.

" Passage of the Clinton-Snowe bill
would*send averyimportant message
to the system as a whole across the

coimiry that the feder-

al government 1ecog-
nizes that permanency
- is important for kids,”

" Rhorer said.

Another  problem
wilh the federal rulesis
-that they impuse the
same standards on rela-
tivecaregiversthat they
apply to strangers who
take foster care kids in-
“to their homes. Again,
B this is a policy that
il might sound sensible at
first-_ blush, but be-
cotnes impractical in the world of 2

- low-incore grandparent, who has tak-
‘enanother child into the house. For ex-

ample, the federal rules would not al-
lowthreechildren—evensiblings —to
share aroont Azelativé with acriminal
record — even a 20-year-old DUI of- .
fense—wouldbequuahﬁedfrom{ed
eral caregiver support.”

State and county officials and advo-
cates for foster youth have long been
frustrated at what they see as“perverse

-incentives” in federal rules that keep

children in the transitional system
when they might otherwise find a per-
manent home.

“If we can't get them home, we
should at least get them to someone
who shares a blood relation when we
can,” said Miriam Krinsky, a policy di-

“ rector for the Children’s Law Center

of Los Angeles,

Passage of the Clinton-Snowe bill
would be a good start toward instilling
“family values” in Lhis nation’s child-
welfare policies.

Our past editorials on foster care can be
found under “Chronicle campaigns” af
sfgal‘e.com!opunon.






