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Preserving Federal Benefits of Foster Youth
Media Coverage

2022

National adv h inst Alask nding f r h social ri nefits in
new legal filing. Alaska Public Media. A national nonprofit that helps foster youth is supporting
an appeal from a group of children filed late last year over the state using their social security
benefits. (June 7, 2022)

National advocates support Alaska foster children’s appeal over state taking their social

security benefits. KTOO. A national nonprofit that helps foster youth is supporting an appeal
from a group of children filed late last year over the state taking their social security
benefits.(June 7, 2022)

Children’s Advocacy Institute Files Amicus Curiae Brief Challenging the State of Alaska’s

Interception of Federal Benefits Belonging to Eligible Foster Youth. Brief urges Alaska Supreme
Court to require the state foster care agency to act in the best interest of the foster youth, not

itself. (June 2, 2022)

Proposed Laws in Minnesota and Other States Would Limit the Practice of Seizing Federal
Benefits from Foster Youth. The Imprint. (May 17, 2022)

Growing push seeks to prevent the state from taking millions in benefits from foster kids.
Hawaii News Now. Over the past four years, Hawaii has taken more than $1.5 million from kids

living in foster care in the form of Social Security payments and survivor’s benefits. The state
says it’s using the money to make sure those kids are taken care of. But critics argue it’s not the
state’s money to spend, and now there’s a push to change the little-known policy. (Apr. 28,
2022)


https://www.alaskapublic.org/2022/06/07/national-advocates-push-against-alaska-ocs-spending-foster-youth-social-security-benefits-in-new-legal-filing/
https://www.alaskapublic.org/2022/06/07/national-advocates-push-against-alaska-ocs-spending-foster-youth-social-security-benefits-in-new-legal-filing/
https://www.ktoo.org/2022/06/07/national-advocates-support-alaska-foster-childrens-appeal-over-state-taking-their-social-security-benefits/
https://www.ktoo.org/2022/06/07/national-advocates-support-alaska-foster-childrens-appeal-over-state-taking-their-social-security-benefits/
http://www.caichildlaw.org/Misc/CAI_PressRelease_Alaska.Amicus2.pdf
http://www.caichildlaw.org/Misc/CAI_PressRelease_Alaska.Amicus2.pdf
https://imprintnews.org/foster-care/minnesota-other-states-aim-to-curb-benefit-seizure/65167
https://imprintnews.org/foster-care/minnesota-other-states-aim-to-curb-benefit-seizure/65167
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2022/04/29/push-underway-prevent-state-taking-millions-benefits-foster-kids/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Opinion: Congress should protect foster children's Social Security benefits. The Hill (Mar. 18,
2022)

Bill would bar Philly from keeping Social Security payments meant for foster children. The
legislation would end a legal but controversial practice of transferring the money into the city’s
S5 billion general fund. (Mar. 15, 2022)

New York City will stop collecting Social Security money from children in foster care. NPR/The
Marshall Project Investigative Series, Follow-up. Outlines news out of New York City that the city
will voluntarily act to stop this practice. (Mar. 9, 2022)

Paying for Their Own Foster Care. The Marshall Project. (Jan. 2022)

2021

New York City’s ACS Press Release. Press release on stopping the practice of intercepting
benefits in 2022; policy/rules to be released during the year. (Dec. 30, 2021)

Philly took S5 million in foster children’s Social Security payments without telling them. The
Philadelphia Inquirer. (Dec. 15, 2021)

Los Angeles County Moves To Get More Money Into The Hands Of Foster Youth. NPR/The
Marshall Project Investigative Series, Part 4. (July 16, 2021)

Editorial: Nebraska must stop seizing foster children's Social Security benefits. Omaha
World-Herald. (June 8, 2021; Updated July 15, 2021)

'There Was Nothing Left': DCFS Keeps Money Ex-Wards Say Is Owed To Them. CBS Chicago.
(June 2, 2021)

Movement Grows For States To Give Back Federal Funds Owed To Foster Children. NPR/The
Marshall Project Investigative Series, Part 3. (May 3, 2021)

Consultants Help States Find And Keep Money That Should Go To Foster Kids. NPR/The
Marshall Project Investigative Series, Part 2. (Apr. 28, 2021)


https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/598722-congress-should-protect-foster-childrens-social-security?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.inquirer.com/news/foster-parenting-philadelphia-social-security-payments-20220315.html
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/09/1084620883/new-york-city-will-stop-collecting-social-security-money-from-children-in-foster
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2022/01/13/paying-for-their-own-foster-care
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/acs/pdf/PressReleases/2021/SocialSecurityIncome.pdf
https://www.inquirer.com/news/foster-parenting-philadelphia-social-security-payments-20211215.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/07/16/1016996802/los-angeles-county-moves-to-get-more-money-into-the-hands-of-foster-youth
https://omaha.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-nebraska-must-stop-seizing-foster-childrens-social-security-benefits/article_40bfd176-c555-11eb-a7fa-0763a5843df4.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/dcfs-benefits-money-illinois/?fbclid=IwAR057C28ALBIqPk9NRs058k6SezoLRb__RUYrRujSQzYnVjurf8cS93gL1o
https://www.npr.org/2021/05/03/992993650/movement-grows-for-states-to-give-back-federal-funds-owed-to-foster-children
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/28/991503850/consultants-help-states-find-and-keep-money-that-should-go-to-foster-kids

Were You Ever in Foster Care? Here’s How to Find Out if the Government Took Your Money.
The Marshall Project. As part of NPR series, the Marshall Project developed a tool to conduct a

real-time search on status and history of individual benefits/beneficiaries. (Apr. 22, 2021)

State Foster Care Agencies Take Millions Of Dollars Owed To Children In Their Care. NPR/The
Marshall Project Investigative Series, Part 1. (Apr. 22, 2021)

Pre-2020

Court finds state improperly managed foster kids' money. Alaska’s News Source. Alaska
coverage of case, 2™ appeal pending, of state’s improper use of foster youth benefits. (Sept. 4,
2019)

The shameless chase for federal money. Badger Institute. Wisconsin coverage on state's use of
private-for profit revenue maximization firm to mine foster youth for benefits. (Oct. 18, 2017)

The Poverty Industry: How Foster Care Agencies Exploit Children In Their Care. Talk Poverty.
Dan Hatcher: A Charles Dickens novel has come to life. Foster care agencies are partnering with

companies to search for poor children who are disabled or have dead parents—in order to take
their money for state revenue. June 24, 2016

Social Security continuing to pursue claims against family members for old debts The

Washington Post. Story of suing former youth and their families for overpayments of benefits.
(Dec. 13, 2014)

How Maryland robs its most vulnerable children. Baltimore Sun. Piece referencing Maryland's
legislative reform and Ryan and Alex's related litigation by Dan Hatcher. (Oct 14, 2013)

Welfare Agencies Seek Foster Children's Assets. The New York Times. Coverage of John G
litigation in North Carolina ordering that the state use John's benefits to help with
mortgage/housing stability. (Feb 17, 2006)



https://www.themarshallproject.org/2021/04/22/were-you-ever-in-foster-care-here-s-how-to-find-out-if-the-government-took-your-money
https://www.npr.org/2021/04/22/988806806/state-foster-care-agencies-take-millions-of-dollars-owed-to-children-in-their-ca
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/content/news/Court-finds-OCS-Alaska-foster-kids-Social-Security-monies-559405261.html
https://www.badgerinstitute.org/WI-Magazine/Diggings1/Fall-2017/The-shameless-chase-for-federal-money.htm
https://talkpoverty.org/2016/06/24/poverty-industry-foster-care-agencies-exploit-children-care/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/social-security-continuing-to-pursue-claims-against-family-members-for-old-debts/2014/12/13/4fbdc1f4-7fc7-11e4-81fd-8c4814dfa9d7_story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/opinion/op-ed/bs-ed-foster-care-maryland-20131013-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/17/us/welfare-agencies-seek-foster-childrens-assets.html

