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AB 388 – Delinquency Fillings for Group Home Incidents
CASE EXAMPLES
R.C. – Alameda County
R. came into foster care with serious mental health problems; she was diagnosed with ADHD at age 5, and bipolar disorder at 14.  She made several suicide attempts, hospitalizations, and failed placements, S. was placed in a group home.  Two weeks into the placement, S. got angry, punched holes in a wall, overturned a recycling bin, and broke a window. The group home called the police.  Instead of responding to her mental health needs, the police arrested S.  She remained in juvenile hall for 36 days, was adjudicated delinquent for vandalism, and ordered to pay $5490 in restitution for damage to group home property.

E.B. – Alameda County
E. suffered from fetal alcohol exposure and severe neglect as an infant and toddler. At age 5, when he entered foster care, he was not yet toilet trained. He is developmentally delayed, with an IQ of 74.  By age 11, K. had been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder and depression with psychotic features, and had self-harm behaviors including cutting.  He was placed in various group homes from age 11 to 14.  At age 14, K. was moved to a new Level 12 group home. K. got upset when a group home staff member yelled at him, knocked a dresser to the floor and punched a hole in a wall. The group home called the police, who arrested K. and took him into custody. He spent 13 days in custody, was adjudicated delinquent for vandalism, and ordered to pay $300 in restitution for damage to group home property.   

P.T. – Los Angeles County
P. was a teen parent living in a group home with her baby.  She became frustrated with a staff member who kept waking her up when she needed sleep, and yelled from her bedroom "I'm going to kill all of you!" and then slammed the door.  The group home called the police, and P. was arrested, charged with a felony for making “terrorist threats,” and sent to juvenile hall, causing her to be separated from her baby.  

A.G. 
A. was placed in a specialized group home for girls with high-risk behaviors.  She became frustrated, picked up a pitcher of water and threw the water at group home staff.  She was arrested, charged with assault, adjudicated delinquent and placed on probation.  
M.R. 
M. is now 18 years old.  He entered foster care at age 3 due to severe abuse and bounced from placement to placement, never finding a permanent home. At age 16 he was placed in a Level 14 group home that was intended to address his mental health issues.  He became frustrated and damaged group home property in his room.  He was adjudicated delinquent, placed on probation and ordered to pay restitution of over $6,000.  After release from juvenile hall, he returned to placement where he successfully completed a treatment program.  The group home is now supportive of M. and is not seeking restitution since its insurance has covered its losses.  M. is currently trying to have his juvenile delinquency record sealed, but faces opposition from probation because of the outstanding restitution order.  His juvenile record is a barrier to accessing job training and employment opportunities that would enable him to repay the restitution order.  
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