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Standards Without Commentary

PART I. GENERAL STANDARDS

1.1 Counsel in juvenile proceedings, generally.

The participation of counsel on behalf of all parties subject to
juvenile and family court proceedings is essential to the admini-
stration of justice and to the fair and accurate resolution of issues
at all stages of those proceedings.

1.2 Standards in juvenile proceedings, generally.

(a) As a member of the bar, a lawyer involved in juvenile court
matters is bound to know and is subject to standards of professional
conduct set forth in statutes, rules, decisions of courts, and codes,
canons or other standards of professional conduct. Counsel has no
duty to execute any directive of the client that is inconsistent with
law or these standards. Counsel may, however, challenge standards
that he or she believes limit unconstitutionally or otherwise im-
properly representation of clients subject to juvenile court proceed-
ings.

(b) As used in these standards, the term ‘““‘unprofessional conduct”
denotes conduct which is now or should be subject to disciplinary
sanction. Where other terms are used, the standard is intended as a
guide to honorable and competent professional conduct or as a
model for institutional organization.

1.3 Misrepresentation of factual propositions or legal authority.

It is unprofessional conduct for counsel intentionally to mis-
represent factual propositions or legal authority to the court or to
opposing counsel and probation personnel in the course of dis-
cussions concerning entrance of a plea, early disposition or any
other matter related to the juvenile court proceeding. Entrance of a
plea concerning the client’s responsibility in law for alleged mis-
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