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LGBTQ Youth in the Juvenile Justice System

In one study, approximately 20% of detained 
youth self-identified as LGBTQ. (Annie E. Casey 
Foundation 2015)

LGBTQ youth compose 13% to 15% of those in 
the juvenile justice system. (Hunt and Moodie-
Mills 2012; OJJDP)



Do you need to 
know?

• Not everyone is comfortable being out.

• How will you keep the information confidential?





Tips



https://pflag.org/glossary

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/BTB24-5E-1.pdf

https://assets.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/AECF-
lesbiangaybisexualandtransgenderyouthinjj-2015.pdf

https://www.lambdalegal.org/sites/default/files/publications/downl
oads/getting_down_to_basics_-_2015.pdf

https://pflag.org/glossary
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/BTB24-5E-1.pdf
https://assets.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/AECF-lesbiangaybisexualandtransgenderyouthinjj-2015.pdf
https://www.lambdalegal.org/sites/default/files/publications/downloads/getting_down_to_basics_-_2015.pdf


IMMIGRATION 
STATUS





• Youth is a ward, or in the legal custody of a state or private agency, or in 
the legal custody of a private person.

• The youth cannot be reunified with one or both parents due to abuse, 
abandonment, or neglect; AND

• Not in the youth’s best interests to return to the country of nationality.

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS)

Allows some youth to get lawful permanent residency.



Tips



https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-
US/eb4/SIJ

https://www.lsc-sf.org/how-we-can-
help/immigration-services/special-immigrant-juvenile-status-sijs/

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/immig_opt_undoc_immig_c
hild-20180831.pdf

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/2022_quick_reference_chart
_on_the_immigration_consequences_of_delinquency.pdf

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/guidance_sijs_predicate_ca_
orders_combined_final_2021.pdf

https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-US/eb4/SIJ
https://www.lsc-sf.org/how-we-can-help/immigration-services/special-immigrant-juvenile-status-sijs/
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/immig_opt_undoc_immig_child-20180831.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/2022_quick_reference_chart_on_the_immigration_consequences_of_delinquency.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/guidance_sijs_predicate_ca_orders_combined_final_2021.pdf




Implications 
for the case

Competency 

Release plans

Mitigation

Avoiding probation violations



Implications 
for the case: 
Youth in 
Placement

School of Origin (for 
youth in placement). 
Educ. Code 48853.5(f).

Credit recovery (AB 
167/216)



Tips



http://www.cfyetf.org/publications_27_1555989899.pdf

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/SPED.pdf

https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/179359.pdf

http://www.cfyetf.org/publications_27_1555989899.pdf
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/SPED.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/179359.pdf


CSEC





Overview
Studies show that girls are first exploited 
between 12-14 years old and boys are first 
exploited between 11-13 years old.

• One study suggests that boys make up as much as 
45% of the CSEC population.

Links to child welfare system involvement 
and being placed in foster care.

Most identified CSEC survivors are 
minorities and have experienced poverty.



Screening

Frequent runaway

Unstable housing

Signs of physical trauma (e.g. bruises, black eyes, cigarette burns)

Tattoos, scarring or branding.

Spends time where exploitation is known to occur.

Unhealthy, inappropriate or romantic relationships with someone older/an 
adult.

Access to unexplained money

Several cell phones or high level of distress about being accessible by cell 
phone.

Appears on edge, preoccupied with safety, or hypervigilant.



Section 236.1 of the 
Penal Code

Section 236.1 11165.1 of the Penal Code

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000217&cite=CAPES236.1&originatingDoc=N26FC736016A011ECA6D2CF80FAB5985B&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=de42fb8813f54c71b2673d81d65d7a28&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000217&cite=CAPES236.1&originatingDoc=N26FC736016A011ECA6D2CF80FAB5985B&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=de42fb8813f54c71b2673d81d65d7a28&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000217&cite=CAPES11165.1&originatingDoc=N26FC736016A011ECA6D2CF80FAB5985B&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=de42fb8813f54c71b2673d81d65d7a28&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)


subdivision (b) of Section 647

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000217&cite=CAPES647&originatingDoc=NC0E27290217C11ECA2A8C919EC14C0DF&refType=SP&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=a64fa7a9fd694b0992761aa7fa19ed4c&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)#co_pp_a83b000018c76


Keep an eye on AB 2658 (CTS for time on 
GPS)



Tips



Tips



http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dmh/211312_2014_DMH_CSEC_F
act_Sheet_FINAL.pdf

https://www.westcoastcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/WCC-
CSE-IT-ImplementationGuide-FINAL.pdf

http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dmh/211312_2014_DMH_CSEC_Fact_Sheet_FINAL.pdf
https://www.westcoastcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/WCC-CSE-IT-ImplementationGuide-FINAL.pdf




241.1 assessments
Detention 

(W&I 635(b)(2), 
(c)(2))

Diversion (W&I 
654.2) and 

Deferred Entry of 
Judgment

Disposition 

(W&I 725(a))

Restitution to 
group homes (W&I 

730.6(k))

Smooth transitions 
(W&I 607.2)

Information 
Sharing (W&I 827)



Tips
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