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'i'I tis nearly unpossible to determine how

many lawsuits- MacLaren.( Children's

'I Center-is defending. And those i charge’

- of defending them at the Los Angeles
County.counsel’s office. saj they don't
" keep those kinds of statistics:” -
Those that can be found, however, glve
' some. md1cat10n of the 'ccindrt:ons at
. . -

Ofﬁc;als Turn Blmd Eye

z
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. ‘Already t'aumatlzed chlldren move into
msutuuonal seﬂmgs where they eat and sleep in
large units, cannot mamtam their possessions,

- are depnved of choice in food and clothing, and
are exposed to. children with serious emotional
- problems. The longer they stay in shelters] the
S _ more ﬂley learn to exhibit unacceptable

behavmr in order to get attention.’

: quth Law Center complamt agamst state of Cahfomla

J

MacLaréiand {he Iegal risks ficed by it

and other shelters throughout California.

Utilicenised children's shelters recently

were ordered to comply with state laws
or nskbemg closed down. .-

The taxpayér action i San Franc:sco
Superior Churt-was filed by attorneys
with the Yoiith Law Center, a. pubhc—mter
est law firm{in San Francisco.

They: c}ahmed that state ofﬁclals rou-
tinely turnkd a blind eye to serious prob-
lems at unlicensed children’s shelters, It
focused on the’ shortcomings of facilities
run by-the counties-of Humboldt, Los
Angeles, Orange, Placer, San Diego, San
Joaquin, { Santa Clara and Sonoma.

The sait: charged that the shelters were
not equ:pped to provide crisis interven-
tion to/children . who were victims of
severe:abuse and, neglect and claimed
that “thls total distegard for the needs of
children? had’ caused :mmednate trauma
and long-lasting harm. =’

“Already. traumanzed children move

- into institutional setungs where they eat
and sléep in large units,. cannot maintain
their possessions; aré deprived of choice -
mfoodandciothmg ‘and are exposed to
children with serio "mu%:l prob-
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* Monte came mfor a parucular drubbmg

in the complaiat. MacLaren was faulted
for overcrowdng, lack of mental health
treatment serfices, the staff's éxcessive
use of physicz restramt and v:olahons of
personal nghB. '
“Conﬁnerrent at MacI.aren Sub]eCtS i
children to achiotic, violent and danger- -
ous environnent. Statistics for the first
six months ¢f 2000 show that pohce were,
called to M:claren almost twice 2 day on
average (379 calls in six months). Since
January 2(00, at least 53 children have
been arre,ted at. Mac[.aren, the com-
plaint stat¢s. :
¢ The Yeuth Law Center also charged _
that the state Department of Social Ser-
vices reteives federal funds to support
child-wefare services and that, by placing
childrex in unlicensed county shelters, it
is violaing federal jaw, That practice vio-
lated the children’s nghts to due process
and equal protectwn, the complamt
claims: - :
; On Apnl 17 Judge Dawd A. Garc:a
issued a decision in the case that could
doom the shelters. Garcia ordered the
county shelters:to unprove their facilities
to comply with state licensmg reqmre-
ments or shut down.
_ Garcia's decision also ordered the Cali-
fornia Department of Social Services to
require that county shelter facilities be -
required to comply with state licensing
requirements contained in the Communi- -
ty Care Facilities Act, Health and Safety
Code; Section 1500, “within a reasonable

“time from the date of this Order.”

The Community Care Facilities Act -
requires that facilities mamtam the follow-
ing standards; - - - ‘

= Not be overcrowded '

B Routinely complete staff crumna]
record and child-abuse registry checks

B Provide training for staff so they are
quahﬁed toworkwithkids . -

+ M Strictly limit physical restraints and
staff interventions to the most egregious
situations -

m Allow ch:ldren to interact with the
community and their families :

® Separate vulnerable kids from youth
that could poseé a danger to them - -~

- m Provide infants and toddlers with
spec:al care consistent with their needs

‘ m Establish regulahons to ensure that,
all children have privacy and their per-
sonal rights are r

Los Angeles County ofﬁaals are hold-
ing meetings with state officials to deter-
mine the:rnextstepmthelawm:t. E

“It's upmthean'and the state is trying

1o clarify to find out what the court order

means,” said MacLaren’s director John -
Robbins, who said he doubts his facnlnty‘s
future is in Jeopardy :

"MacLaren also i is bemg targeted w1th a
class action by an 4ttorney who already
represents four childrén injured at
MacLaren.



' Sanford Jossen of Manhattan Beach is

in the process of amending a lawsuit filed

on behalf of a client whose arm was bro-
ken. He plans to refashion the suit as a
class action seeking protection for-all chil
dren at the shelter.

“What we are going to claim is that

there is a pattern of conduct at -

MacLaren,” Jossen said. “Even with a bel
ligerent kid, when you restrain them you

shouldn’t be breaking their arm. ... If
these were isolated mcrdents, one would
have a different view. But so many?
There is something fundamentally wrong
gomg on here.”

Al of Jossen’s current cases were for-
warded to him at random by the Los
Angeles County Bar Association, which
received.them from the Los Angeles
Juvenile Court. All the cases involve
dependent luds whose last names are
withheld;

n Jazzmon then 13 was assaulted .

restrained and battered” by three
MacLaren employees, according to a law-
suit. The adults allegedly used such force
on July 12, 1999, that they broke the
child’s arm. The incident, according to
the complaint, was “willful, wanton and
despicable” and Jazzmon suffered fear,
physical and emgtional discomfort, dam-
age, pain, apprehension, psychological
trauma, loss of dignity, nightmares and,
worst, a loss of trust. Jazzmon R ¢ Couniy
of Los Angeles, BC237613 (LA Super. Ct,
filed Sept. 28, 2000),

- W Polaroid photographs show a pretty
girl with a huge bruise on her cheek and
a black eye. Melanie, 15, allegedly was
“assaulted and battered by several staff
mernbers while in residence at MacLaren
‘Childrén's: Genter. 'Melanie’s claim
against the county, whict: recently was
rejectéd!indicites sire ‘Suffered contu-
sions:and abrasions to her face plus emo-
tional distress. . - .

W Felicia, 16, allegedly was assaulted
and battered by four MacLaren staff
members in February 2000. The girl's
claim for damages against the county
indicates that staff told her o stop curs-
ing; she claimed she wasn't cursing.
When Felicia asked to use the
restroom, she allegedly was slammed
face first on the floor, and her front
tooth was knocked out. She also suf-
fered bruises and other injuries. The
girl said the staff would not allow her to
go to the infirmary afterward, even
though she was spitting up blood. Feli
‘cia eventually was treated at USC, Med-
ical Center. -

B Ruben, age withheld, reportedly was
tackled to the ground by two MacLdren
employees while another staff member
twisted the boy’s arm behind his back.
While Ruben was on the ground he
claimed sorheone kneed him in the back.’
The boy was treated at a hospital and
released. However, his injury worsened,
and the next week Ruben s arm was ‘
placed ina mst. : SRR :

Another bar panel member Ron Eis-
man, a sole practitioner in Whittier, !
said he’s had two fecent excessive-force
cases involving foster children whose .
arms were fractured at MacLaren. Kevin,
12, and Stuart, 13, (last names withheld)
were injured dunng restramt procedures
by shelter staff. -

.“These were just two young boys. And
i you compare | the size of the people who
were restraining them, i xt was not equal
Eisman said. -

Although Elsman would gwe no fur-
ther details and cited confidentiality con-
cerns, he said both incidents happened in
late 1999 and recently were settled with
the county for $4,400 and $4,000." S

Robbins said each situation where a
child is injured during a restraint proce-
dure is fully investigated by an outside
agency, generally law enforcement. Most
situations, he said, involve a child -
attempting to harm hrmselfor another.

Robbins said lus staff always has acted
appropriately.

“If | knew that thrs was [not] the case, I
would be’ movmg for termmatlon, he .
said.

On the other side; Jossen and other

' attorneys who represent dependents of

the juvenile court said they are beginning
to wonder what's goingon. .~ -

“By pure, random chance, I have
received four cases, three of which

_involve females, of children who were

injured at MacLaren over a relatively
short period of time,” Jossen sald “If par-
ents were inflicting the injuries on their
kids that they are doing at MacLaren,
they would be removed for abuse and

neglect.™
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A
NDREW BRIDGE — “Maclaren today Isa verﬁ gitierent facility. its a de faclo children,” says e Harvard Law gchool graduate who as gohild spen six months at
rand protect these MacLaren Hali, as it was called them, pefore being placedina toster home.,

rent fa
menital facility and the steft lacks the appropriale yaining 1o carel

Former ResiaéntaeReCaﬂs T rauma.of MacLaren Days

In the late 1970s, the county began

f anyone captures the hope 2nd the Boys, ranging in 28¢ from preschool to In hindsi . . _
, 4 f y in 3% ! 0 n hindsight. he said, putting 2 frauma-
: Iha:m of Mcharen Children’s Center, i 18, were sent to live in a large dormitory,  tized child in an 150131-,3,', oo IS WMOFE moving delinguents out of MacLaren
Hall and the {facility was refashioned as

while girls went to the anolhér dormito- psychologically damaging than physica
' : ’ wistification,” he % emergency shelter. Many of the

ge. .
‘As a child, Bridge was taken fromhis  T¥ ) ol ~There i
mother and Tived at MacLaren Hall (28 “Fights' were common, as were g}gﬁence. ere is PO JU° employees who worked for the Pr b;
it was catled then) (Ior six months until’ AWOL attempts by, kids trying 10 climb Bridge also recatled how it felt to be " fion Department clected 1o rema'nl:r:h ;
he was placed in 3 ogter home. He d\ya . over the parbed wire. The punis ment  taken'to court na Sheriff's Department the facility. They were allowed to do S0,
never returned 10 his mother ang 'no was swift and _harsh and, at the time, ~bus with bars on the windows and where which allegedly created Br blems. A
one ;\doﬁed him. el : o every ltl:lmld was a‘;vare that for an infrac: - adult prisoners <at with little kids. - retired employee of the Dep"‘tmen{ o
e o::u hea:lee:tge(:l t ‘I‘I; %:fvflﬁl;g:ggg t};tl)"ra teesgi‘ci?uld be subject to lockup,’ What particularly hurt the lonely boy Children and Family Services, who
éyslgm’ ad e he :t et Ollll' e I:l‘.ku d s - dciess oo e  was that 10 one would allow him to see asked to remain unidentified, said the
m," he & -1 y ‘.]y %o o p 'sérenm owless room a  his mother. “MacLaren was 2 place that corporal punishment of children at
. segsions an catalogued therl. ou  matiress. Chil _.at_:cprdmgtoold news | ripped into a chid's soul,” hie said MacLaren by former Probation Depart:
were given a_sl?nda_rd-lssue \yhite T accopnts,'were routinely kept theré for Others remember how Macu;'ren Hall ment employees became the nofm “Gel:
~, shirt that said, MAC AREN' ot the daygatatime, sometimes In the dark: i was then, 100 ting them not to U excessive force was
L ba(c!k_ Ti?d you wore §tandarf|—1ssue jeans Bridge, 8 ﬁ;st-grpder_ at the time, said + One of them, Fred Raker, 54, a former difficult,” she said, “Some lost their job
-:anN-w itc sneakers, it he found l'{lmself in the lockup shortly Jeputy probation officer confirmed because of it.”
*: Now 37and e Cnief executive officer afier he arrived at MacLaren- - . Cridge's recoflections about the treat
and gene;ral Founsel of the fdhancelor : *l'wastoo shy to go out and play with ment of de adent kids “Th : 'Sa-t
Children’s Rights, 2 public interest law \ the other Kids. ] wanted to sit on my bed” putthe deligeuem ! %y l\:fyz 0
firm, the graduate of Harvard Law hool | Bridge said. “If the room was intended to  children all t%gether" hees;i(g‘ fn:?;iﬁ

said, “There was no room of goncern for

is Andrew Prid,

said, change @ child's behavior, it certainty did H i :

individual identification oF the trauma of that. From that point on, 1 wamed‘z) glo ?ﬂ"&‘]uem bcl;tl_lklr%dwge treated almost
having just left your parents for whatever outside. It worked.” ¢ the probation KCS

reason.’ :

In the 19805, the word “Hall” was things owe 2 special credit to United “Maclaren today is a veTY differem
dropped and the facility was renamed Friends of the Children la volunteer facility. U's a de facto mental faciily and
MacLaren Children's Center. In place of groupl They changed that place from the staff lacks \he appropriaté franmng
the old dorms, bungalows were built {0 what it was when 1 wasa child there,” car¢ for and rotect thest children.
i Bridge said. “Institutions fike Maclat e

the Y™~ ey numbers of children in age Bridge said.
[chiolse o in Over the years, Rridge has watched do a poor job of ensuring (he physical at

"

PR anly someone who's lived emotional safety of children-
__ Cheiyl Rouiv



: -Judge Calls Sch

(-I‘he senior boy's classroom at
& MacLaren School had the fee] of any
~high- school: rumpled kids, who leoked
clike they'd rather be anywhere else,
*hunched over theip desks readingiand
~writing; bulletin boards full of prize
. Papers; a frazzled teacher doing her best,
= Yet the classroom housing 10th, 11th
- and 12th graders was occupied by as
| many adults as students, Among them
" were teacher's aides, volunteer foster
. grandparents and, in the back row, social
: workers who looked an awfyl lot like
. beefy prison guards, o
The school offered a core curriculum

{plus classes in anger management and
. drug awareness), diagnostic testing and a
. computer lab. Still, this was not your
. everyday schopl.
* . The atmosphere was sad. Most of the
j kids who attend schoo] on the campus of
{ MacLaren Children’s Center in EI Monte
! have survived abuse, abandonment or
- neglect, For the most part, the kids were
; removed from their families and homes
¢ for their safety and protection,

In addition to being emotionally vulner-
able, the students often have serious
mental health problems, physical handi-

‘We have today more
kids with emotional
disturbances. The

, kids come to
- MacLaren by order of
the court and we
service whomever
comes,’

Larry Springer,

* Los Angeles County Office of Education

caps or learning disabilities. Some have

all three. Unfortunately, the kids whe stay

on the longest at the county’s only chil-

dren’s shelter are here because other

facilities den’t want, or have room for,

them. They are considered too hard to
- handle,

Many feel MacLaren and its little
school have become the last stop for teen-
agers before they are sent to juvenile hall,
the California Youth Authority or a state
mental hospital,

‘The law guarantees children an educa-
tion commensurate with their abilities
regardless of their emotional or physical
handicaps. “We have today more kids
with emotional disturbances,” Larry
Springer, the director of the Juvenile
Court and Community Schools for the
Los Angeles County Office of Education,
said of students at MacLaren Schooi,
“The kids come to MacLaren by order of
the court and we service whomever
comes.” :

Because of the transient nature of a
shelter schooi, the MacLaren curriculum

SCHOOL DAZE —

was designed based on 30 days of instruc-
tion. That goal has been ripped apart in
recent years, “Youngsters stay at
MacLaren longer than we would like,”
Springer said.

Yet for all the difficulties of running a
yearround school where up to 75 percent
of the students have special educational
needs, Springer is proud that his school
and its 11 teachers are accredited, Other
faculty include a speech-language thera-
pist, resource specialist, deaf/hard-of
hearing specialist, deaf/hardof-hearing
translator, adapted-physical-education
‘specialist, two psychologists, behavior

" management assistants and instructional

aides.

"The staff members we have are very
dedicated and focused and they want to
work with this population,” he said,

Springer also is proud that eight stu-
denis received their high school diplomas
from MacLaren School last year and that
one of them spoke at graduation, “When
they get a diploma, where they might not
have, it is a source of pride for all of us,
particularly the teachers,” he said,

Despite those signs of hope, many
familiar with the school say it is failing the
children it serves. Among them are:

® Los Angeles Juvenile Court Presiding
Judge Terry Friedman, who has called the
curriculum and services offered at the
school “inadequate.” Friedman recently
singled out MacLaren School as perhaps
the worst of the county-run Juvenile Court
and Cormmunity Schools.

® Members of the county Commission

‘on Children and Families, which provides

oversight of MacLaren, They have zeroed
in on high teacher turnover, which they
describe as a serious problem, _

® Public interest faw firms, like Public
Counsel and Mental Health Advocacy
Services Inc, Among other things, they
have questicned the quality of the diag-
nostic assessments offered to special-
needs kids. -

Springer, 50, has for the last six years
headed the county office of education

ool’s Services ‘Inadequate’

The MacLaren Childrer’s Center in

hard not to think

HUGH WILLIAMS / Daily Jouz

El Monte has its ow,
schoo! on the grounds, but many question the adequacy and quality of its st
tion. A county task force is Currently overhauling school policies.

division that runs all the county’s schogl
at detention facilities and Maclaren. H.
believes some of the criticism resulr.
from outsiders who don't undersianeg
how a shelter school operales,

“T've come to the conclusion that thes
critics want the best for (he children, to
— and they're just doing [the criticizing |
from their sphere of influence,” he sajd
“After much reflection, that's where | q,
with the folks that criticize.”

Concerns about the adequacy of edy
cation at MacLaren Schoot led the couns
to hire Frederick J. Weintraub, an outsic:-
investigator, to study whether student.
were receiving legally mandated education;
al and behavioral assessments, Weintrauh
concluded that, in sowe cases, they wer
not.

Public interest law firms that speciali.
in protecting children, including Public
Counsel and Mental Health Advocacy
Services, disagreed with the Weintraub
Report — particularly its conclusion that
MacLaren School and other facilities run
by the county office of education were
exempt from special education Jaws that
require schools to provide a wide range

.of options for kids, including placing

them at outside schools,

As 4 result, the policies of MacLaren
School — especally those governing the
education of special-needs students with
emotional disturbances — are being over-
hauled by a county task force chaired by
Friedman,

“Primarily the changes have been
the area of inferagency coordination,”
Springer said of the talks so far

Asked what he would like (o do tr
make MacLaren School 2 better placr-
Springer, an educator for nearly three
decades, paused before saying, "It's
of the plight of these
kids. If I had to wish, I would wish for
wholesome home for each and ever v
one of these kids — a home with o
mother and dad and everything they
need.”
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MacLaren Houses L.A.’s Abused, .
Abandoned and Neglected Minors

Continued from Page 1

stuffed animals on the pillows, were fined
head-otoe an both sides of a breezeway.

" The unused adjacent bedrooms were
designed to accommodate twa ar three
residents each,

The cliildren, Robbins said, were sub-
fected to this unusual living arrangement
because some were seli-destructive, vio-
Tent and dangerous — and could harm
the younger, more vulnerable girls.
MacLaren officials put all the beds and
their oocupants in the breezeway so “four
to five” professianal statf members could
observe them at all times.

Visiling a classroom at Maclaren
Schoo! gave insight into another unusual
arrangement. There were as many adulis
keeping tabs on kids in the senior boys’
class as there were students. The atmos-
phere was overwhelming and, in its own
way, sad, “How can you expect a kid fo

learn in such an environment?” Bridge
ashed.

Reports of such troubling scenarios
led the Daily Journal to spend the last
year seebling access to MacLaren and
some of its children. [ became interesied
after hearig reporis from cointy and .
court officials that kids wené being. miss
treated there, So, 1 filed a petition with
the Los Angeles Juvenile Court fast June
and asked to speak privately with kids liv-
ing at the facility, Within a month, Juve-
nile Court Presiding Judge Terry Fried-
inan had granted our petition &nd sug-
gested | be allowed to interview 10 of
MacLaren’s young residents. Unfortu-
nately, it quickly became a test of faith
whether 1 would ever be allowed to speak
10 the children even though, 1 was told,
ey had volunteered to speak to us,

cheduled interviews with MacLaren

kids were routinely canceled, and {
was lold that some kids had decided they
did not want to talk to us. In the end, 1
was able to speak with three current and
former residents.

One of those residents, Christina, 15,
exemplified the new face of MacLaren.
The longtime shelter regident overslept
the morning of our interview. The tall,
pretiy young woman with neally braided
hair arrived wearing gray sweats and
rubbing her eyes. -

Christina wasg determined to speak 1o
the outside workd about conditions at the
factlity she has been in and out of so
many times she couldn’t remember
details about the duration of her stays.
She entered foster care at the age of 7,
and said living in the system has been
*rough” and unpleasant. MacLaren has
been her worst experience.

*I dan't like how the stafl puts their
hands on the kids,” she said. "The staffis
not supposed Lo put their hands on kids.
.. But the staff grabs me and the other
kids. They bend our wrist and put it way
back here Igesturing to the center of her
tack). That's how some of the kids get
their arms broke.”

Cautioned by her dependency court
atterney to temper her remarks lest she
face repercussions from MacLaren's
staft, Christing lashed back: “1 want them
to know who | am.”

Christina said she knew of at least two
girls whose arms had been broken dur-
ing restraints and, bwo years age, she
said her arm was nearly broken and a
muscle was pulled out of place. "They are
noi;supposed to restrain us like that,” she
said. .

he also said she was concerned that

drugs and alcohol are being smug-

gled onto the EI Monie campus by some

. Maclaren residents. “They should send

them to jail," she said, *The staff knows

about it and sometimes they don't care. 1
Jon't know why"

Another problem was the food served
at the facility. "It's horrible,” she said.
don't really know what they be doing to
that food. [ really donteatit™

Al the time of our interview, Christina,
a bright student who likes to learn, said
she was boycotting MacLaren's school.
*j go when ! feel like i, ... It doesn't

interest me,” she said. = just kick back
and watch TV

What brought a sparkle to this woman-
child's sad eyes was when she talked
about her grandfather, who visits every
week, and her friends. One day she
hopes to become a professianal basket-
ball player and sakl she's thinking about
becoming a pediatrician as well.

Asked what she would change about
MacLaren, she didn't pause. *1 would
stop letting the slalf restrain the kids,”
she said. -

MacLaren's history has been check-
ered gince the days it served as a juvenile
hall for delinguent youth at the same
time it housed abused kids.

Though the delinquency Kids were
moved to anolber facility in the late
1970s, the abused children whe
remained were not necessarily left better

off. T the 19805, the shelter’s staff physi

cally and entotionally mistreated chil-
dren, according o numerous accounts,

. Following widely-publicized scandals, .

county employees were prosecuted and
. tonvicted of everything from molesting
kids tg drug dealing on the premises.
- Récaly, the Specter of stafl mistreéat-
- rent-of kids has re-emerged-following
documented Injuries 1o children, ranging
from broken bones to sprained imbs and
blackened eyes. Some of these injuries
have resulted in lawsuits being filed
against the county on behall of foster
chikdren.

Many feel the sheller's staff is improp-
erly trained to deal with specisl-needs
kids. Perhaps because of thal, a Manhat-
tan Beach lawyer is preparing a chass
action on behall of all children at the
shelier. Ainong {he claims of the children
e and oflier lawyers represent are bro-
ken arms and other injuries sustained
during restraint procedures.

Ron Eisman, a Whittier attorney,
recently setled claims brought by two
boys who suffered fractured arms during
restraining procedures by stalf.

*I don't think they intentionatly wanted
to break their arms, they were just not
trained in the proper procedures,” Eis-
man said.

According to MacLaren's director,

* however, it is the childreh who lose con-
trol — not the adults,

“He or she may be assaulting another
child or the staff, They have to be con-
tained, and in that containment process is
when a child can get hurt,” he said, If a
child is injured, Robbins said, an outside
agency. generally law enforcement, is
brought in lo investigate. Although some
disagree, Robbins said he is unaware of
any situation where a MacLaren employ-
ee has deliberately or negligently injured
achild.

Robbins must deal with ether threats

. to the institutions and its residents, as
well. A judge recently ordered Maclaren
to meet the same state-licensing require
ments as any other community care facit
ity, including restrictions on overcrowd-
ing, special education, physical restraint
and staff training. *MacLaren couldn’t
survive one day if it's forced to meet state
code,” said 4 leading child advocate who
asked not 1o be identified,

Robbins, however, is nol worried about
Maclaren closing its doora: *1 think that
everybody believes there will be some
licensing requirement. It's up in the air,
and the slale is trying to clarify to find
out what the court order means,” he said,

Putting aside the issues of state licens-
ing and other lawsuits, there remains a
huge problem: MacLaren no longer
serves the purpose for which it was
intended — a short-term emergency
placement for atrisk kids, About that,
everyone, including Robbins, agrees.

Instead, MacLaren has become a hard-
edged limboland for kids no one else
seemsto want.

"Shelter care facilities are an idea of
the '70s that didn't work. They are a
dumping ground for children,” Bridge
said, “They are where [oster care dusmps
its children. And, rather than being a
temporarily facility, which is what they
were intended to be, kids grow up at

places like MacLaren, which is a travesly.
How can a kid grow up in MacLaren and
expect to survive on the streets of Los
Angeles when they leave?”

The majority of the children at the
shelter today have serious emotional
problems, physical disabifities or hoth,
The cost of housing a child at MacLaren
i5:$123,000 per year. 3

Child advocales say these kids are on
a perpetual trampaline that bounces
them between stints at MacLaren, psy-
chiatric hospilats, foster homes and juve:
nile hall.

Manual, 17, arrived early for our inter-
view, The serious young man qued_
patiently in MacLaren's Jobby with a
counselor from the private facility where
Tie had recently been transferved. When*
Manual learned that his attorney and
favorite social worker wouldn't be there
to &it in on the interview (and had sent
surrogates in their place), he seemed

hurt and dejected.

‘That didin't stop him.

Since he was @ years ok, Manual has
been in and out of the foster-care systerin,
He's lived at MacLaren on three different
occasions and, most recently, spent thrée
months there before nioving to a'faciiity

*in Rosemnead. MacLaréh has been ane of
the only constants in his life.

“The first ime I came here I thought 1
was in juvenile hall and [ was going 1o get
locked up. T saw the walls and every-
thing. But it wasn't like that. I made
Friends,” he said. :

During his last stay, Manual ran away
three times, always refurning to lis fami-
I's neighborhoeod in Highland Park. 1n
truth, he said, his family rarely comes to
see him, He wend home anyway and geir-
erally got himself inlo some kind of
unspecified rouble,

Asked what he would change about
MacLaren, Manual said he would remed-
¢l the building. *I would make it more up
to date,” he said,

Like Christine, he alse would change
the quality of the food. "Ir"s not that good,
Sometimes the mayonn ‘se had green
chunks in it. {t was nasty, -an.” he said.

‘The worst thing at Macla n. he said,
was the school. “It needs a little bit more
control. It's niot that good. Kids need to
get a Ditle bit more help,” he said,

Another problem was the kids. “Same
of Lhem_a.re in gangs,” he said. "They

up!

Manual admitted he was no stranger
to trouble. “The [district attorney) was
trying 10 put me away. [ got angry. And
he tried to put me away and tried to put
me in [probation camp,” he said. "My
attorney got me out and they had an
open bed at Mac. So they brought me
here. They saved me."”

Althnugh the youth admitted he'd had
unpleasant encounters with some of
Maclaren's staff because of his temper,
he feels most of the adults who work at
the shelter are "cool.” Manual said that
on his lagt birthday the stafl gave him 2
Walkkman and several stuffed animals.
“Ali the staff are cool to'me,” he said. "If
you show them respect, you get it back.”

Other fond MacLaren meineries had
to do with friends, popcorn, snow cones,
video games, field trips andt playing bas-
ketball. But Manual, whe wanis to
become a deputy sheriff, admitted he still
has trouble controlling his temper.

*I get angry when people try to put
consequences on me. Bul you have to
accept the consequences or it geis worse
and worse,” he said.

Maggie Brandow, a staff attorney with
Mental Health Advecacy Services Inc.,
said, "These are kids with serious psychi-
atric-problems and they don't last long at
Maclaren because it's a chaolic environ:
ment. They break down,”

Brandow, whose expertise is in repre-
senting mentally ili children, said her
clients are frequently hospitalized and
then returned 1o the sheller. “The ambu-
lances come to MacLaren and the kid
takes his belongings in a trash bag,” she
said. She believes some of these hospital-
izations are unnecessary.

Robbins satd his stalf errs on Uie gide



seives or olhers, ~lL DApRens requently,”
le saitl, “[lieir inpulse control is out of
control”

O ther kids who act out are just as like-

ly to find themselves leaving
MacLaren in a squad car that transports
them to juvenile hall. Mental health advo-

_ cates contend shelter kids often are
arrested for nothing more than manifest-
ing the symptoms of their illnesses.

“Twao of my clients, both girls— one is
mentally retarded, the other mentally ill
— were arrested in the last two weeks at
MacLaren for assault,” Brandow said.
*I'd Kke to know who's making the deck
sions abiout whether these kids are crimi-
nals'or mentally 1.7 .

' Robbins, however, maintained that
*there are times when we have a child

who assaulls another child — and the "

child who is assaulted says, ' want to
press charges.” Law enforcernent decides
wliether lo take the child to juvenile hall.
“l-af‘{’ve also have children who assault
staff” '

probleling, Reibbins responded that he

thinks it's part of the price society is

%aoy'mg for the excesses of the ‘708 and
i .

“Drugs, clearly, and alcohol are two
issues that are just tearing the guts out of
every community in this country. Some
kids are beyond repair because that kind
of damnage deesn't go away. We have
increasing numbers of kids who are dam-
aged because of the rampant use of
drugs in all sectors of seciety,” he said,

Robbins feels oo many parents simply
dan't have time for their kids. .

“In many ways$, we are a less caring
society. We don't care for each other as
we used to.” he said, “We have created a
throwaway society where everything is
disposable, I think that in some ways
we've crossed over the line and our kids
are disposable, our mates are disposable,
everything is disposable.”

Robbins has spent virtually his entire
career helping children, beginning as a
child welfare worker in San Diego in
1960. He has seen the changes among’
children — and institutions fike the one
he now runs. Robbins was hired two
years ago, following & death st Maclaren
that shook Los Angeles County to its

core.

On Oct. 10, 1997, Jason Pokrzywinski,
a mentally troubled 12-year-old, collapsed
and died afler inhaling fusnes from a can
of hair mousse. Jason had beenin a
series of psychiatric hospitals for treat-
ment of inhalant abuse and depression
belore he was sent to the shelter, He was
unsupervised at the time he sniffed the
mousse, At the time, Jasen was on “one-
onone” watch; all his activities were sup-
posed to have been monitofed by
MacLaren's staff.

Jasan's mother, Debbi Pokrzywinsld,
filed a lawsuit against the county in June
1998. She was represented by high-profile
attorney Gloria Allred of Allred, Maroko
& Goldberg who described the boy's
death as a “human sacrifice™ and a wake-
up call for Los Angeles County. -

*The death of a high-risk child at.
MacLaren under those conditions was 8
{ragedy waiting to happen,” Allred said.
*Jason Pokrzywinski became the first
chikd victim to lose his life there because
the syslem, whose duty it was to protect
him, failed instead to provide the supervi-
sion and care which could have saved his
precious life.” ’

The mother's lawsuit, which was sub-
sequently settled, alleged negligence.
She charged that high-risk children,
some with serious mental illnesses,
were being sent to live in a facility that
was nol designed for them and that
failed to provide the therapy, treatments
and/or supervision they needed.
Pokrzywinski also charged that her son
had been given prescription medica-
tions in excess of the dosage levels pre-
scribed for him, Pokrzywinski v County
of Los Angeles, KC028421 (L.A. Super.

-Jason died and everything was put on
tiold,” Fatricia Curry, a commissioner
with the county Commission on Children
and Families, said.

In short order, a managément consul
tant was hired by the county to study
what was going on at Maclaren, then
under the control of the Department of
Chitdren and Family Services. Among
other things, the consultant suggested
the facility needed strong, centralized
leadership, THus began a major push to
consolidate and coordinate services for
kids at Maclaren.

From that point, county departments
began to poo! resources and revenue to
operate MacLaren. This interagency
group, which was in October 1998
dubbed the Interagency Children's Ser-
vices Consortium, consisted of the
directors of the departments of children
and family services, mental health,
health services, probation, education
and the chief administrative office. At
the time, the concept of agencies work:

. e " ing together was hailed as a unique and
Asked why these kidd havé' do miny as A de

grand experimient,: st b o
“Qnce the ball was roling, a1t the con-
sortium needed was an administrator to

run the day-to-day operation of the shel,

ter. [t was determined that this individual
would be employed by the chief adminis-
trative office and would be accountabie to
-the consortium,

Enter Robbins, who was then the
administrator at San Diego County’s chil-
dren’s shelter. Robbing said he applied
for the job at the eleventh hour and was
hired in June 1999. Widely admired for
his management skills, observers say
Robbins has an impossible job and teo
many county bosses to please.

As director, Robbins has introduced an
array of programs and reorganized
MacLaren's staff, New programs include
a wraparound-services pilot project, an
emergency mental health clinic, on-site
conflict resolution, yoga classes and an
indépendent-living. program for older
kids leaving foster care, “We're at the
point of change now and we're going
through the process of transition,” Rob-
bins tokl members of the county’s Com-
mission on Children and Families last
October. o

For all the reorganization and Robbins'
skill, observers say the bottom line is
that conditions for children living at
MacLaren haven't really improved.

*Many of the problems are inherent in
having a targe institutional facility for
children; particularly abused and neglect-
ed children,” Friedman said. "It's far from
a family setting and these are very often
seriously damaged children with pro-
found mental disorders, significant men-
tal delays and serious behavioral chal
Jenges”” ’

The underlying problem, Friedman
said, is there are few placement facil
ities that will accept kids with behavior
problems, “There is little, if any, treat-
ment available at MacLaren, The
tionat program is unable to provide alt of
these children with the appropriate edu-
cation they are entitled to.”

Bridge agreed; saying MacLaren is
part of a problem that is not unique to
Las Angeles County. "It's a failure to pro-
vide mentat-health services;” he said.
"We are witnessing a deterioration in
these children's lives because of our fail
ure to intervene in an effective way.”

So far, Friedman said, the only
change he's seen was the creation of the
tonsortium. "It's a positive step,” he
said. “The agencles are working logeth-
er and that's a big improvement. I think
there’s improvement on the service
delivery side, but it bas not borne fruit
for the children who remain at
MacLaren.”

The consortium's goal, Robbins said,
is to create something called an “inte-
grated services model.” What this
means is unclear — and the failure to
communicate likely rests with the con-
sorlium, which holds nonpublic meel-

educa

" remember that he liked

of the county counsel's stall, who 53 in
during a recent iterview with Rubhbins
at MacLaren, called to correvt the diree
tor. Consortium meetings of county
department heads, she said, are “not
open to the public.”

Kids often say they think Maclaren
looks like a prison, )

*1t's a version of a prison, a ‘heme’ run
like a quasiveformatory,” attorney San
ford Jossen, who represents children al
MacLaren, said. “When 1 saw one of my

“clients, a §year-old retarded buy, 1 was

blown away by where he lived. It was so
clinical, ... As a civilized sociely we
wouldn't tolerdte this for our children.
Aren't these our children?”

Though it's compared with a prison — -
and feels like one to many of the children
who reside there — MacLaren actually is

an unlocked facility and kids frequently

run away.

1! he could, Rubbins said he would
lock all the doors. -

While the director acknowledged that
Maclaren remains troubled, he believes
things are in better shiape twan when he
dirrived; *Have we been ahbe 1o7debtlop
better placements for the kigs? No.” Rob
bins said. “Is Maclaren a perfect place?
No, Not yet.” '

Allred said the county has had suffi-
cient time to do what's necessary
protect MacLaren's kids. “If they can
not make children safe there, they
should not accept children,” she said
“We should not accept excuses. Politi
cians are responsible for whalever hap
pens [at MacLaren), and they have to
make a commitment to children in dol
lars.” K .

Qur Tast visit took place in Hacienda
Heights. When we met him, Nicholas
14, recently had left MacLaren and had
moved to a residential group home. The
first thing the lanky youth did to his new
bedroom — which other wise contained a
pedestrian dresser, twin beds and a laun-
dry basket filled to the brim with unfold-
ed clothing — was to tape a copy of
“Tiger Beat” onthewall. * :

‘The fanzine was clearly a precious pos?
session, except that it wash't exactly his,
“I borrowed it from a girl,” he said, o

To break the ice, Nicholas, who hopel
to become a singer in 2 rock bandl, leok
“Tiger Beal” off the wall. He sal on one of
the twin beds with his visitor slowly shar
ing every one of the weltworn fanzinc's
pages. All the while he gave a running
commentar y on the lives, hairdos and
musical skills of his favorite reck stars: ‘N
Sync, Backstreet Boys, Briloey Spearsi
Hanson, : . O |

Blue eyes emanating an intense curics?
ity, Nicholas talked of his hopes of going:
to college, Most questions (unless they
had to do with rock gloups) were:
answered in simple phrajes like “one:
month” or "one year." Aftfr each reply,
his social worker shook hir head to sig
nal that Nicholas wasn] gelting thw
answers right. ’

Put simply, Nicholas appeared to by
developmentally detayed and had few
recollections of life al Mad.aren. He did .
n't know how long he lited there nors
how tong he'd been in fosgr.care. He did
me of the kids,
and didn’t like others, an{ he liked par
ties in the gym. Also, he esjoyed going toy
movies on weekends, and his favorite
was “Space Cowboya.” Schoil was good,,
Nicholas said, and churc] was goo
because he could sing. ! %

Best of all wag when his fimily came.p
“My grandma and brother ame to visit
and take me out to lunch, ometimes;
Denny's,” he said, licking his s. "

Proud of what appeared tobe a piece
of jewelry on his black sweate, Nicholas,)
tock it off to give his visitor a doser look.,
1t was a shiny gold pen with atiny angely
on top. The future rock star leamed. “ly
bqgght it at the MacLaren itore,” he
said, N "

- |
m Cheryl Romo's e4mait &idress is
cheryv_romo@dailyjournal.cont.
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MIXING APPLES WITH ORANGES —

( “None of [us] here Killed anybody.
incarcérated before,” Zena Long, here at 10, said about

serving sentences in adult prison,in Califonia atter being tri
_seven-year term for ca_rjacking and robbery. -

the background of the fout teen-age Qins

: Coirtesy of Bengamin Long
and none of us had been

ed as adults. L.ong, 16, received a




»

' . . Courtesy of Benjarnin Long
+ DASHED HOPES — “Up to the day | was sentenced, | was convinced | was going home,” Zena

Long said. “i thought, You can send me to an adult prison.” Long; 16, right, an inmate at the
L women's prison In Stockton, receives a visit from her sister, Rochelle Long, 20, a college student,

———

. H n 1974, Congress passed a law that requires states

not to mix adult and juvenile prisoners in the same
facility or risk losing federal funding, The law forced

, the California Department of Corrections to make
. adjustments in its housing arrangements.

Department spokeswoman Margot Bach said
that 88 boys older than 14 are incarcerated at the
_California Correctional Institution in Tehachapi

'under the Youthful Offenders Program -(which
juveniles become members of after being convict-
"' ed and sent to adult prison}.-

Since April, she said, thesé Em“m_.rmﬁ been wmmﬁ

. segregated from the adult prison population and
" live in'a retrofitted, enclosed facility within the

prison compound,. .2 JWGCS ¢
e A atter, v b e be

. Because adult prison has only four females, all
4.20 at the Northern California Women's Facility in
Stockton. It has not been a happy,arrangement.

Though prison management has been trying to
get the kids ‘moved somewheré else, the efforts

Ky

¥

_have failed’ Recently, however, Stotktori officials
'~ "have'begun negotiating with the California Youth
N Authority’s facility in Ventura, Bach said.

‘The goal is to send thé girls there until they turn
18 and can be mazinstreamed back into adult
prison. _

“This facility doesn't want us because it is.
against the law for us to be around adult felons,”
Zena said. _

In the meantime, the girls live the life of
untouchables. They live, work, eat and go to
school with adult felons whom they must pretend

“not to see. Each time the juveniles speak or com-

_ municate in any way with the older women, they

risk having 30 days added to their sentences.

“You do everything with them,” Zena said, “but
you can't talk to them.” :

To ensure the rules are not broken, each girl is
assigned her own corrections officer, a shadow,
who is with her 16 hours a day. One of Zena's per-
sonal officers, Ms. Turner, paces the visitor's cen-
ter during our interview, keeping a watchful eye on
her young charge.

The only time these kids are without a body-
guard is when they are locked in a small cell they
share with another member of the Youthful
Offenders Program. _ _

Zena's roommate was her “crime partner”
Alexandria, until she turned 18 and was main-
streamed into the general population. Now, Zena

_ shares her cell with Kathy, a 16-year-old also con-

victed of carjacking in San Bernardine County.
. It is a frustrating situation for Zena because

Kathy received a lighter sentence, three years -
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Adult Isolates
Teen in Prison

'By Cheryl Romo
. Daily Journal Statf Writer
O TOCKTON — Dense tule fog
W) obscures visibility along the back
country farm roads 500 miles north of
Los Angeles. This time of year, the spoon-
thick white mist makes seeing other vehi-
Icles, stop signs or railroad crossings near-
tly impossible.
! Enveloped in fog most of the winter,
ithe Northern California ‘Women's Facili
'ty, like a prison fortress in the Moors, is
1set back on one of these straight-edged,
) rural roads. If you don’t know what you're
fooE:m for, youl miss the place entirely.
The medium-security prison, opened in
iJuly 1987, is home to more than 700
{women. _
1 Itis also home to four underage girls
twith special status. Unlike boys in Califor-

\nia, who have their own prison within an,

*adult prison; these girls live like untouch-
“mznm. - ,

" These four, part of what is cailed the
“Youth ‘Offenders Program, are the only
‘female offenders in California who have
“been tried and convicted as adults and
‘are incarcerated in adult prison. They ali
(live here. o
* The girls may not speak or interact
with adult prisoneérs, even though they
“live among them, go to school with them,
neat with them and participate in mast of
"the same activities.

Surprisingly, we are told, none of the
\four, all younger than 18, is a murderer.
wThey have commitied serious crimes,
“however, like carjacking and robbery. We
“also are told they have never been incar-
“cerated in a state facility before.

! We arrive in Stockton following the
path of a 16year-old girl from Los Ange-

les County who arrived here in June.

‘Untouchable’ O:._ Lives W

Plea Bargain as

~ahn, 3t
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TO BE OR NOT TO BE — “The hardest part is the loss of -
freedom and not seeing my family,” Zen
her experience in the Northem California Women's Facility.
Long is one of four underage gils who live there. Pan of the

Youth Offenders Program, they are the only female offenders

After six months of correspondence and
telephone conversations regarding Zena
Long, prison officials have granted our.
formal request for an inter view.

We've been told to arrive during nor-
mal visiting hours with nothing other
than identification, packaged tissues and
dollar bills for use in vending machines.

No photography or recording equip-
ment or writing materials were allowed. A

a Long, 16, said of

request to tour the area where juveniles
are housed was denied. . o

After passing through security check-
points, corrections officers allow us gntry
to the visitor’s center where older female
inmates sit at round tables talking to their
families. : _ _

We are shown to a segregated area 1o

one side of the room away from the oth- -

ers. We request something to write with,

in Califomnia who have been tried and convicted as adutts and
are incarcerated in adult prison. The girls live like untouch-
ables They may not speak or interact with adult prisoners,
even though they live among them, go to school with them,
eat with them and participate in most of the same activities.

Courlasy of Benjamin Long

and a corrections officer brings us sever-
al sheets of blank paper and two pencils.
After 15 minutes, a wholesomelooking
girl with deep dimples in her cheeks
enters, accompanied by a corrections offi-
cer. Zena Long looks younger than 16
and, even though smiling, seems ner-
vous. She is confused and misses home.
“The hardest part is the loss of free-

See Page B — WOMAN




Foretelling Facts

he following chronology

details events leading to the
deaths of Breanna and Joan
Richards. : :

Feb. 17, 1999: The children,
Breanna and Joan Richards, are Tiv-
ing in a car with their mother,
LaShanda Joan Crozier, in what are
described as “deplorable” condi-
tions. They are taken from their par-
ents’ custody by the Department of
Children and Family Services.
Their presumed father's where-

abouts are listed as *unknown.”

Feb. 22, 1999: Seven-year old
Breanna appears in court, as does
her mother, paternal grandmother
and paternal aunt. Both children
are placed in the temporary foster
home of Marlene Lemons. DCFS
is ordered to begin offering reunift
cation services to the parents.
Father is listed as being in county

* jall, DCFS is ordered to prepare
- ‘background réports on four other

family m 2mbérs who have volun-
teered to take the children into

" their homes; The'parents are

allowed to tave monifored visits

with the childrén in a rietral set-
-~ ting: Juvenile Court Commissioner
- Stanley Genser presides. " 1.

March 5, 1999: Both children i

pear in court with their

| Sk

anes FRPT
March 25, ibsgziﬂﬁ‘pqréﬁt‘;

do not appear at a court hearing.

* paternal ""dinotherandpaternal

aunt are present.

‘May 10.1999 The mother is

... present in court and the faher, in

custody in county jal, is brought to

~ court.. The children are ordered

detained with their great-
aunt Marietta It is announced that
an attempt at mediation has

sune 16, 1999: The father, still
in custody, contests the detention
of children with their maternal
great-aunt Marietta through his
court-appointed aftorney.

o  mem W W WL =

o g L

pom e e =

-

June 26, 1999: The mother tes-

~ tifies in court. No other informa-

tion givei.

Sept. 14, 1999: The father is
released from county jail on proba
tion, and the parents resume their
relationship.

Nov. 1, 1999; The parents appear
inomn't]uveni!eCourtConmﬁssion- :
er Stanley Genser finds that there is
“cjear and convincng evidence” that
there is a “substantial danger” to the
chﬂdmifﬂxeymaﬂawedmramin

mﬂ'uemstodyofﬂleirparents,and ,

vised by DCFS that includes co

April:lz,ZODO:Maternal great-
aunt Marietta appeals to DCF3 and
the court not to return the children
to their parents. - o

May 1, 2000: The parents

June 1, 2000; Juvenile Court Ref
eree Stephen Marpet orders that

 suitable placement (foster care) be

terminated and orders that minors
be placed in the home of their father
under DCFS supervision. - S

July. 27, 2000: DCFS reports‘
that the parents are “not in compli-
ance with the court’s orders.”

Sept. 7, 2000:- The parents
appear in court.

oct. 30, 2000: The children
and the parents appear in court.

Dec. 20, 2000: The children
are murdered by their mother and
she commits suicide.

Daily Journal
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“IF ONLY ~ “It shouldn't have happened. it could have been
* prevented. We called [the department] over and over again,”
the girls' patemal aunt, Michelle Spencer, left, said. “They
would act like it was no big deal. They didn't care.” Spencer
said LaShanda Crozier kept her two daughters away from

to pitch in.”

Bryant also questioned why the child

welfare system didn’t take action sooner.
“My question is: ‘If this [negative]
information was available after the fact,

why wasn't it available before the fact?”
shesaid, - :
Spencer said she finds it ironic that -
child welfare officials are now calling the
family to offer help and support “Now
they want to help? They wouldn’t call
when they were alive. I am sick of them.

give t
“Every time my

thing”

These children had a thesséd-up life.
They didn't even know how to be a kid.
They were always stressed out.”

Unfortunately, the red flags were there

throughout the brief lives of the two sisters.

A case in point was a department
social worker’s report submitted to the
court June 8, 1999: “Minors’ mother
needs to establish herself as an

autonomous person capable of taking-

responsibility for her own life before she
could begin to be entrusted with the littl
children.” ‘
Another red flag noted repeatedly in
court documents was that LaShanda
Crozier had stopped seeing her court-
ordered therapist in July 2000, one month
after her children were returned to her,
and had declined to make an appointment
with another therapist. ‘ ‘
But Richard-Lewis told social workers

that his girlfriend was not complying with .

the court-orders because “she’s sick a lot
with asthma.” '

In addition, their criminal backgrounds
to the contrary, the parents denied drug
use and adamantly denied ever having

i e e ae Liuaizo s aa_adae sk o=be

HUGH WILLIAMS / Daily Journal

their relatives, including Danielle Bryant, right, “We would
them foys, and she would break them,” Spencer said.
brother wanted. to bring the kids over to
see the family, he said she would threaten suicide or some-

livedinacar, - : '
" The couple met in 1990 when Crozier,
a high school drop-out, was 19.

“She came from a family of very strong
women, and she appears intelligent,” a
social -worker stated in court documents.
“The méther departed from her family’s
middieclass lifestyle to follow the father
and, on occasion, commit crimes with
him, such as a robbery in 1991.”

Spencer said Crozier needed help she
didn't or wouldn't get.

" “LaShanda always had a problem. She
would act strange. She would wear Army
fatigues like she was at war with the
world,” Spencer said. “One month before
they died, I saw the three of them by my
grandmother’s house. They locked
happy. They were running.” :

Rreannaand Joan last appeared in depesr
dency court with their parents Nov. 20, The
family’s next court date was May21. -

Like the first day back to school, that
appearance will not be made.

W Cheryl Romo’s, e:mail_address Is
cheryl_romo@dailﬂoumal.com
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maﬁ;i-ab&ﬁléﬁfs; that she “didn’t like
living in a car” and that her father hit
po]i::e "bgcause herdidn’t want to g0 to

Meanwhile, Crozier, who claimed that
spite motivated her mother-in-law to
report the family was living in a car,
seemed to blame most of her problems
on others. To the end of her life, the '

oung mother didn't understand why
her relatives and child welfare authori-
ties were bothering her-and the chil-

dren. o

In February 1999, Breanna and Joan
were placed in shelter care, designed for
shortterm emergency needs, in the Los
Angeles foster home of Marlene 1Lemons -
and her husband, John, The couple said -
they were devz_istated to learn of the

deaths oft_\vgrdu.ldreprwhoq nged therr

“The children themselves were difficult

because of the situation they were cor -~ returned

ing from,” Marlene Lemons recalled.
“They were apprehensive about every-
thing. It was like something was inbred in
‘them ... Breanna would steal, and there
was no need for it, fand] she was very
tectiveofJoan.” -~~~ :
Although the stateJicensed foster par
ents had asked department soci work:
ers not to release their home address and -
telephone number to the girls’ parents,
theydid. =~ - Lo
_Not long after, LaShanda Crozier
allegedly began harassing and stalkl
the Lemons.:She twice attempted 10 kid
nap Breanna and Joan, said the foster.
- mother, who thought Crozier “needed

. *The system is set up

2SN AAURREMSRELT T T P e L L aatd

- to go through the heartbreak of caring

with contempt.
Family in chi
said this week theyfeel equally outraged.
to put families
together, and this family should not have
been put back together,” said Brenda
Crozier, Breanna and Joan’s maternal

dmother. “1 fought tooth and nail to

keep those kids at my sister's [Snow-
den’s} house. They wouldn't listen. My

.g?ndldds were caught in the middle of

The grandmother, who was making
arrangements 1o bury her daughter,
1aShanda, this Saturday, said it made no
sense to her when theljuvenile court
et Breanna and Joan to their par-
ents, who were living in a “no nothin

Earlier o_n.the g:y of the double mur-

from the cramped :
with her children’ and long-time
boyfriend, Davon Lamont Richard-Lewis,
the presumed father of Breanna and Joan.
“They had ‘nothing. [’Ihe'department]
is going to tell me the social worker was
up on that? It takes six months to evict .
someone. There are too many unan-
swered questions,” Brenda Crozier said

angrily.

- - - . - . P

A relative of Breanna and joan Richards 4

upset. )
// “It shouldn’t have happened. It could

help mentaly”
Then Crozier called the police and
reported the couple had stolen her chil-

dren. :
But Marlene Lemons said she became:
<0 attached to Breanna and Joan that she

couldn’t get them out of her mind, even
after they were moved to their aunt’s ;
home about 2 month later. Lemons regi- :
larly called to se€ how the girls were

doinge " et
G008, iked these KidS; and Twas con

cerned about them," she'said.-

~ When the Lemons tearned the girls

had returned to Croziet were

aghaSt’l‘heysmd it was the laststra®. ~
*The woman was just see
» Marlene Lemons said. “She was a dan-

ger to Breanna and Joan.

D don’t know lw'_hat that judge
~ was thinking of.
" was a bad call.

To me, it
e

- ~“Tyiémbers of the father's 1arge, extend-

were

‘have been prevente

would act like it was
didn't care.” .
Sadly, departm
by the Daily Journal
calls placed to

dppartment] over an
girls’ aunt, Michelle Spencer, said.

d. We called (the
d over again,” the

“Th
no big deal. Thg

nt documents obtained

indicate dozens of

the department hotline to

report that the two girls allegedly were
being neg]gcted and abused while in the
care of their parents. Many of the allega-
tions that were investigated were found 1o

be unsubstantiated.

Another aunt, iimﬁeﬂe-Bryant recally -

that, when she and
wentto the J uvenil

ome:famﬂy membery
e Courtin 1999 to seal ;

stody of Breanna and Joan, they were :
turned down for. reasons that never wefe
communicated to them.

“Any one of us would have taken these |
‘kids in-and cared for them,” she said,

dad were having a lot |

~ of problems. We wanted them to get baek
on their feet, [and] ever yhody was willing



‘Files Document Dangers to Girls
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Cofitinved from Page 1 ) :

returned o the cusiody of thetr father by
Juvenile Court Referee Stephen Marpet,
who was sitting in for Commissioner
Stanley Genser, the bench officer han-
dling the children's case,

Meirpet's June 1, 2000, order states that
"mother may reside in the home with the
father and minors on conditior that moth-
er comply with all court orders, to include
continuing with individual counseling and
to keep social worker apprised of her par-
ticipation and progress, Additionally,
mother is not to provide day care for the
minors, and father is to arrange all day
care for the minors,”

‘For the most part, Crozier quickly
broke most of the court’s orders: She
cared for the chilidren and stopped going
to counseling, .

" *I don't know what that judge was
thinking of,” one rclative said. “To me,
was a bad call.”

Breanna and Joan were moved from

Courlesy of Brenda Crozler
CHILDHOOD PLEASURES — Joan
colebrates at a birthday pary.

their aunt’s home in the San Fernando
Vatley, where they had their own bed-
room and were reporiedly thriving, to a
shabby, ene-room efficiency apartment
serrounded by barred windows and
secirity gates. Social workers reported
to the court they could not enter the
apartment to visit the 7- and 5-year old

girls,

In addition, the parents’ residence had
no telephone or stove — and “no noth-
ing,” according to the girls’ maternal
grandmother. |

In July, Genser ordered the parents to
provide social workers with keys to “any
locked gates” at their residence; to Install

_ a telephone; to cooperate with social

workers during home visits; to return the
social workers’ pages to the father within
30 minutes; for the mother to continue
counscling; and for department social
workers to make “surprise, unannounced
homecalls”
- Most family members interviewed by
the Daily Journal said they believed
Crozier, who claimed to have been sex
ally abused by a male relative as a child,
needed professional help for long-stand-
ing emotional problems and self-destruc-
tive behavior.

“She kept the kids isolated from us”
paternal aunt Michelle Spencer said, “We
would give them toys, and she would
break them. Every time my brother want-
ed to bring the kids over to see the family,
the said she would threaten suicide or

2gomething.”

o In Februarj 1999, Breanna and Joan .

were removed from their parents’. cus
" tody by the depariment. Both parents

I«had'extesnsive- criminal histories dand -

“dlleged substance abuse problems, and
the children were discovered filthy and
living in “deplorable” conditions without
food, clothing, medical care or other
necessities. ) -

Breanna had not been enrolled in
school, Joan, then only 3, had badly
decayed teeth, and both children lacked
social and language skills.

The girls had been living in a car for
two years while their parents were report-
edly on the run from child welfare offi-
cials and worried family members,

At the time the gitls were taken into
foster care, their father was in county jail

for sceaniing a 1vnlire affrer anrd Mru oooe



| Everyoné Seemed to Know Breanna and Joan
'oseehargec}%ﬂr@uarding
’/’_’T '
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Daily Joumal Sta# Writer+ -
n Tuesday, Breanna and Joan
Richards were going t0 return with
all the other children to Menlo Avenue
- Eléementary School.

They were happy there.
Rreanna, a second-grader described as
‘pretty and smart, and her sister, Joan, a
quiet and cuddly kindergarten student,
loved school. When they went on 2
scheduled scheol break Oct. 24, the little
girls often pretended to be going to class
‘each day. ’

er repo:

their family’s 9.year-old case in the Los & I z

Angeles ] uvenile Court’s dependency
division, “to show off” their academic
achievements. Lo

They won't be able to do that anymore.

The Wednesday evening before Christ-
mas, they were pushed to their deaths
from the ninth floor of the County Court-
house by their mother. ' '

Breanna and Joan were buried togeth-

er last Saturday in Inglewood Cemetery.
Their mother, LaShanda Crozier, 27,
was described by family members inter-
viewed by the Daily Journal this week as
an emotionally-roubled woman who pre-
viously had threatened suicide..
Crozier, who was unemployed and
reportedly recently suffered 2 miscar-
ed her only daughters Dec.

riage, murder
by fol-

20. Then she committed suicide

. Courtesyof Brends Crozier
ONCE — LaShanda Crozier holds her
infant, Breanna, in happier days. -

lowing them off the same downtown’
courthouse ! :

Aruleinlife maintains that looking ata
situation is easier with hindsight. Stll, the
parents’ refusal to comply with court
orders, plus repeated concerns

_expressed about the children’s safety by

Department of Children and Family Ser-
vices social workers and family members,
se an obvious question.
Why were these two small children,

who were reportedly safe and happy in

N

d‘:;o

Were in

foster care, returned to their parents’ cus
tody just sX months before they died? -

Court records documenting the story
of Breanna and Joan were examined by
the Daily Journal with the permission of
Presiding Judge Terry Friedman over the
objections of nearly every other party-in
thecase. , .

The records tell of hopes cut short and
hint at a troubled and overwhelmed child
welfare system — a system that some
now say prematurely took two kids out-of
the safety of foster care with their great
aunt, Marietta Snowden, and returned
them to a life of turmoil. o

Access to the family’s court records
sought by the Daily Journal was opposed
formally by the Los Angeles Department
* of Children and Family Services and the
_ presumed father of the girls and partially

“objected to by the children’s attorneys
with Dependency Court Legal Services.
Crozier's court-appointed attorney, Robin
Edmond, did not file an objection and did-

n't respond to requests for comment. I

re: Breanna R, CK36312.

Breanna and Joan’s parents were
impoverished and had extensive ciimi
histories. They had been arrested and
convicted of numerous crimes — Some
committed together, according to court
documents viewed this week. The couple
also was suspected of substance abuse,
although both denied the allegation.

Last June, Breanna and Joan were

See Page 5 — FILES
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APPALLED — “I really liked these
kids, and | was concemed about them,”
Mariene Lemons, above lefi, said. “The
woman was just sick. | could see it,
She was a danger to Breanna and
Joan." In February 1999, Marlene and
her husband, John, above right, wel-
comed the two girls in their foster
home. At right, Joan, left, and Breanna
stand outdoors. Their mother, LaShan-
da Crozier, threw them from the ninth
floor of the County Courthouse and’
jumped to her death. :
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_ United Front

“1 didn’t know it was wrong to hit your
children,” Maria recently explained.
“Nobody ever told me before, Now |
know.” ' -

The Carrillos said they were told their
children and nieces would be returned to

““Yused to say

. this was the best
country in the

world. I no longer
say the best.’

Flde! Carillo,
Uncla

somewhere else,” Maria said. “The judge
said, ‘I don't want to see your face any '
longer.” L ;
_ The grandparents put their lives o "
hold aitd rushed itp from México to stdy™’
with the Carrillos.” =~ oo

“Everyone felt very bad, very upset.
‘The grandmother was crying alt day. The
grandmother makes [Maria) feel respon-
sible, blaniing her for the problem,” Fidel
recalled.

Through a court-appointed attorney,
the grandparents attempted to reassert
their guardianship over Martha and Ger-
ardo’s girls. They fled a motion to have
their two granddaughters placed in their

" custody and said they wanted to return

them once they completed these reguire-
ments. So the entire family was shocked
when their daughters were returned and
Martha and Gerardo's were not.

“Why do they want our twins?” Maria
asked,

The two nieces’ extremely close and
large, extended family — which includes
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins
in Southern California and in Mexico —
didn’t understand a bit of it. They put upa
united front and thought that, surely, they
coild get this misunderstanding with the
dependency court and the social services
people worked out. .

“They promised when we finished the
program, they would return the kids
back, and the two little girls might go to
their grandmother. But then they went

with them to their home in Mexico.

Then social services, according te
court documents, registered concern
because officials of the agency said the
sick child could not travel and might not
receive proper care in Mexico,

hen permitted by the court, family

members visited the girls, who
were living in separate foster homes, on 2
regular basis ~— with one exception,
which the family didn’t understand.

“1997 was the last visit they give to my
wife,” Fidel said. “The court ordered vis-
its, but social services say ‘no.’ I have vis-
its_”

The family began telling their court-
appointed attorneys, they said, that if
there was some problem with Maria and
Fidel, other blood relatives would be

UNCERTAIN FUTURES — Since thelr parents’ deaths separate foster homes, have only supervised visils with
tom AIDS. Endira, lafi, and Yuridia have been declared their closest relatives and face adoption by separata



happy to take the girls, even adopt them if
that was what the American court wanted.

To add to the confusion, the Spanish-
speaking family with limited or no Eng-
Yish skills said lawyers began to comé aid
"o perhaps appearing for them just onoe.
They didn't even know their names.

said,
Although some attorneys were kind to
them, and Spanish interpreters were
made available, the family recalls hearing
nothing in the courtroom other than what
they described as “excuses and contimz-
ances.”

The judge denied the Carrillos stand-
ing as de facto parents for their nieces,
something they refer to as “taking our
rights,” :

“Social services said nobody went to
court to fight for these girls. It's not true,”
Fidel said. - :

Indeed, “We have proof,” is an English

phrase the entire family — regardless of

the language barrier — seems to have
mastered,

In 1998, the family received another
blow. Social services began running
newspaper ads that featured a photo of
Martha and Gerardo’s daughters and
gave personal information about them.
The advertisement asked the public to
come forward either to 'adopt or provide
foster care for the girls. :

The dependency court also terminated
the parental rights of the deceased par-
ents and ruled that the grandparents
were not the children's legal guardians

under Mexican law because they had.

gone to an attorney and not to a Mexican
family court for legal assistance.

The Mexican consul in Orange County,
according to court documents, said that
the California court had jurisdiction over
the girls.

De Facto Parent

In the end, only the grandmother, Ana,
was accepted as a de facto parent for
Martha and Gerarde’s children. And she
was told, according to court documents,
to move out of the Carrillos’ home if she
wanted to hold on to that status,

These decisions were appealed.

“The opinion of some of the lawyers
was they didn't understand why the judge
said ‘no,” Fidel explained.

In turn, the state appeals court
reversed the juvenile court decision ter:
minating parental rights and ordering
that the orphaned girls be placed for
adoption.

In no uncertain terms, it remanded the

case to juvenile court for another hearing. -

“It is ridiculous — and contrary to the
selfevident intent of the statute — to let
these girls languish in a series of foster
homes where there is an extended family
of relatives who are eager to have any
kind of legal custody of them that they
can obtain,” Presiding Justice David Sills
wrote, 68 Cal.App.4th 1301, '

‘When the decision came back to the
Orange County Juvenile Court, a new
judge took over the case — and, essen-
tiaily, made the same decision as the

“We were unhappy with that,” Maria .

first bench officer. On March 5, 1998,
the parental rights of the minors’
deceased parents again were terminat-
ed, and the girls were released for adop-
tion. - .

On April 14, 1999, the California
Supreme Court decertified the appeals
courtdecision. = . -

“It's no longer good law,” Orange

County Deputy County Cotinsel James C, .

Harnion said. ,
- Harmon, who argued the case before
the appeals court, said he could not dis-
cuss specifics of the case because of
confidentiality provisions contained in
the state’s Welfare dnd Institutions
Code, However, Harmon said the
appeals court was wrong to rule that it
was harder for a child with AIDS to be
adopted. e .

“We presented evidence that she could
be adopted,” he said.

The girls' biological family had attor-

neys appointed for them “free of charge,”
he said, and the family is free to talk
about the case, o )

“The social services agency and the
juvenile court bent aver backwards for

this family, and the family’s position was

untenable. | feel very strongly about this.
Justice was served in this case,” Harmon
said '

Si.noe these court decisions, Martha's .

family has gone from private attorney to
private attorney carrying heavy boxes of
court documents they cannot read, hop-

ing that someone will help them. ms.dégﬂ

some of the bound. volumes are little,.

scraps of paper that look like fortunequ
from a Chinese fortune cookie. oo

But looks can be deceiving. They con-

tain a prayer in Spanish from the book ofoic
Psalms. Translated it reads, “T look to théils”
trustworthy in the land to be my assochro:.
ates. He who walks the path of integrity]T

he shall work for me,” ) b
No one has offered help. ey,
“Nobody wants to take the case. Wésa»

have no money,” Fidel said. -~ ek

Earlier this month, the family returned
to the Orange County Juvenile Court fore &
what they thought might be the last hear

ing for Martha and Gerardo’s girls. Od™r

this day, Ana, the children’s grandmother X"«
looked tired and sad. Fidel again had®
taken time off from work. Jas

- Then the family learned from a clerkns"

that the hearing was not being held. Tt
was not the first time they had not beert?s~
notified. ' Vi
An angry Fidel reacted to the news by
describing the juvenile court as a placé’}
where families and cases are "disaplgﬁf'g
“See that man over there?” he said 02
pointing his finger. “He used to be myatl
wife’s attorney. Now he pretends he does-b::6
n't seeus.” - N e
‘The man kept walking. ! d
i 78
Editor’s Note: For the ptirbose of this b=V
article, e family's complex surnames ha
been simplified. - -



READY AND WILLING — Fide! and Maria Carillo, abova, stand

before chidrei™s

artwork in their Crange County home. When Maria's younger sister, Martha
Rodriguez, right, and her husband, Gerardo, were dying of AIDS, each selecl
the Carillos to raise their daughters. That worked for two years, unill Martha's

you
as protracled court batlles.

nger child was diagnosed with AIDS and thelr older ¢hild consequently devel-
d problems at school. These events led 1o involvement by authorfties, as wall
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DespitL '

Orphan

Continued from Page 1
said, “Tt was horrible.” ‘

In a sad turn of events, two years later
Martha and Gerardo’s children, both
Mexican nationals, would be declared
dependents of the Orange County Juve-
nile Court. They would live in separate
foster homes, and visits with their family
would be monitored. In addition, the
parental rights of the '
deceased -parents
would be: stripped
from their graves
because the juvenile
" court ruled they had
“abandoned” théir
daughters. - -~ '

- Today,  even

though the girls’

blood relatives have

begged representa-
tives of the American

legal system for their return and gone
from attorney to attorney for help, the
children are in the process of being
adopted by different families.

“I used to say this was the best country
in the world,” Fidel said. “I no longer say
the best.” '
Decertified Decision

What happened. to this Latino family
was described in a now-decertified state
Court of Appeal decision as “ridicu-
lous.” . :

In Mexico, a-poor country where
church and state are closely linked, a
family unit is considered sacred.
Because much of the citizenry is illiter-
ate — and illiterate people generally

don't leave behind legal documents

indicating who they prefer to be the
guardian of their children — Mexico
has adopted a less formal system than
the one the United States uses. “Patria
potestad” is the doctrine used to indi
cate which family members. will take

parental.control over.o hared chil-

dren. ,

Misunderstan
~ Relatives, Syste

Under patria potestad, paternal grand-
parents have first call on what to do with
orphaned offspring. But Gerardo’s motir
er was dead, his father is an invalid, and

‘thie paternal family wanted to respect the

. dead couple’s wishes. :
Maternal grandparents have the: secr
ond. call. In_this case, Martha's paréits, -

~ Salvador Cobidn, a- migrant worker, and’
his wifé, Ana, a homemaker, already wete
caring for other grandchildren in their :

simple home. The Cobians agreed that
the dead couple’s daughters should go to

the United States to live with the Carril:

los, where they would have a chance for a
better life. ' S

Two months after their bérghts"-

deaths, the babies were taken to Orange

County. For nearly two years, all went

well. The girls bonded with their cousins
like sisters, they called their aunt and
uncle “Momma” and “Poppa,” and they
enjoyed big family picnics and church

~ outings. S
“Then tragedy struck again. The
youngest child became ill, and the subse-
quent diagnosis was-AIDS. The worried
Carrillos, who considered their nieces
their own (“our twins,” Maria said wist-
fully), obtained and paid for the child’s
regular medical treatments. In Mexico,
the Cobians rushed to an attorney to
obtain a legal document they understood
would give legal guardianship and cus-

tody of their granddaughters to the Car-

rifles. : - - :
In February 1997, the little girl was
haspitalized. Concern about the baby’s
health ripped open the family’s unhealed
wounds after the losses of Martha and.
Gerardo and put a tremendous strain on

rge Family, Two
s Face Adoption
ndings Multiply as

tem Get Involved

ne involved. At the same time, the
Carrillos’ oldest daughter, who was in
first grade, began acting out. - o

*The little one was in the hospital,”
Fidel saikl. -

“We were going to the hospital every
day,” Maria added. - .

On March 13, 1997, while Fidel was at
work, the real trouble began. The 6-year-
old flatout refused, her mother recalled,

to go to school.
*She would not go
to school one day,
and my wife hit her.
The school found a
mark,” Fidel said.
That day, the police
and social services
came to the Carrit
los’ Santa Ana
home. Théy arrest-
ed and jalled Maria.

. * They took the cou-
ple's three children and their oldest niece
to Orangewood Children’s Home, the
county’s only shelter for minors. They put -
2 hold on the hospitalized child so that
she could notbe moved. .

Maria was criminally charged with -

“willful child cruelty” for hitting her

daughter with a jar of cold cream. She
was convicted and placed on probation. In
addition, social services filed a dependen-
cy petition in the juvenile court charging
Maria with child abuse and Fidel with fail-
ing to protect his oldest daughter from
the alleged abuse. It was, according to
court documents, their first encounter
with social services or the law. I re mai-
ter Yuridia, J434968; In re matier of Endi-
ra, J434969. _

Fidel, an auto mechanic, and Maria, a
homemaker, were ordered by the depen-
dency court into counseling. They took -
classes in things like parenting and anger
management. Both completed all their
court-ordered assignments.. . :
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System Puts
Orphans From
Large Family
Up for Adoption

By Cheryl Romo
" Daily Journal Staff Wrtter
M artha Rodriguez, 28, returned to her parents’
home in Degollado, Jalisco, Mexico, with her

two baby girls.

She had come home to die.

Martha, a homemaker, lingered for nearly two
ménths while her grief-stricken parents and other
family members watched over the dying woman
and her babies. Her last wish before she suc-
cumbed to AIDS in September 1995 was that her
daughters be raised by her family. R

Seventeen days later, Martha's husband, Mari-
achi musician Gerardo Rodriguez, 38, also died

" of AIDS in Mexicb. Gerardo’s dying wish also

was that the couple’s two children be raised by
his wife's family. He specifically asked that they
he sent to the Orange County home of Maria

- Carrillo, his wife’s older sister, and her husband,
 Fidel.

“The family was very destroyed after this,” Maria
See Page 8 — DESPITE
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RESTRUCTURED — Star View attorney Linda Randlett Kol-  history, has turned the comer. “I have watched Star View
lar said she feels the facility, which has a long and troubled ~grow and I've seen tremendous growth,” she said. ;
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boy’s older siblings. Removing Marshall
from the family home was viewed at the
time as a “preventative” step.

But this information comes from his
civil attorney Paula Greenspan and aging
court documents because Marshall can't

remember living with his mom, didn’t -

know his dad and life before foster care is
ablank, :

“Idon't know why they put me in foster
care,” he said,

Although court documents also indi-
cate an intent to maintain relationships
between Marshail and his siblings, who
spent time in foster care as well, some-
how that never happened. .

- The boy grew up alone and lonely.
: Over the course of 18 years, Marshail
drifted through foster home after foster

home. As he grew older, he was placed in-

- group homes and other facilities for kids
with special needs. There was one foster
family where he felt loved for a time.

“We used to go on vacations. And then
the money was cut off, [and he was
moved elsewhere]. So it wasn’t about
love. It wasthe money,” he said. . - -
.- In some placements, Marshall claimed
to have been physically and emotionally
mistreated. He said he witnessed other
kids neglected and abused as well and

‘ecounted the story of a “foster sister”

vho told him she was being raped by
heir male caretaker. After talking to Mar-
shall about it, the girl ran away. When
hings get really bad in a foster home, he
xplained, “kids run away.” If they get
:aught, they are sent to another foster
10me,

In 1997, Marshall voluntarily agreed to

nter Star View, a facility for kids with
nental health or emotional problems. By
all accounts, he was doing exceptionally
well there until the day he met Efrain
Villarreal. Telling this part of the story
was difficult for the proud youth, who
easily could discuss his favorite televi-
sion program (“The Practice”) or his
hopes for the future (“own a go-cart
racetrack”™). )

What happened May 15, 1998, changed
his life and continues to haunt his
dreams.

“He touched me,” was'as much as the
indignant youth could say.

Sadly, it was to have been a special day
for another reason. '

“I was having a great day. One of my
friends was graduating [from Star View],
and I was happy for her,” he said. “We
were having a ceremony, and her parents

werg coming in, and I was helping set up
stuff”

Then Star View officials informed him
that an investigator had come to talk to
him about an alleged sexual encounter
Marshall had with a gir), something Paula
Greenspan, who sat in on the interview
with Marshall, added was a “false accusa-
tion.” . : .
Marshall said he was directed to the
conference room, where Villarreal await
ed him. With the door locked from the
outside by a Star View employee, the
state investigator ordered the foster
youth to draw a picture of his penis and
then told him to partially disrobe, The
older man also partially disrobed.

“Tm thinking, Does he have a right to
do this? What’s going on?,”” Marshall
recalled, '

What might seem a puzzling response
on the part of the teen-ager was under-
standable, Greenspan added, because
the foster youth had been raised in a sys-
tem that never had informed him he had

any rights or that he could question
“those in"authority.- L

She said information uncovered to
date indicates Marshall had been beat-
en by foster care providers, he'd seen
other children physically and sexually
abused, and he bears visible scars from
being stabbed with a knife and burned
with a cigarette in 1996 by three boys in

‘a group home. He said he was never

told what happened to the kids who
attacked him, and Greenspan said there

"is no record that any tort attorney was

ever appointed to handle that case,
either.

“That’s what’s so jronic in Marshall's

case. They took him from his mother and
put him in a system that has been abus-
ing him for 18 years,” she said. “Foster
ﬁlaé-e equals abuse for 90 percent of the
s.” )
In a letter to the county when it reject-
ed Marshall's initial claim, the

Greenspans asked, “Please explain how it

is that a child in foster care under the
supervision of the Los Angeles County
Department of Child[ren) and Family
Services would ever learn that he had any
legal remedies against the county of Los
Angeles? Are you suggesting that his
county-employed social worker or county-
employed therapist should have advised
him to initiate legal action against their
employer?”

A mental health professional who knew
and liked Marshall (“He was doing so

well,” the man said.} was at Star View the
day the boy was assaulted. He told the
Daily Journal the abuse never should
have occurred. The professional, who
asked to remain unidentified, said send-
ing a child into a room alone with Villar-
real broke every rule in the book.

“Someone from the Star View staff
should have been in that room,” he said.

The boy’s lawsuit states that “DCFS’
failure to control the quality of services
rendered by Star View permitted the
interrogation of plaintiff in an inappropri-
ate room, without a staff member present
and with locked doors all of which legally
caused the sexual abuse of the plaintiff”

Experts say child sexual abusers com-
monly attempt to make their young victim
feel responsible or guilty. When Villarreal
completed the sexual act, he apparently
followed the time-worn script.

Marshall said the older man merely -
said to him, “ don’t have to put this in my
report. This is just between me and you,”

But the foster child was hurt and fright-
ened and immediately told his Star View
therapist what had happened: “I asked
her if somebody from the state of Califor-
nia came in and messed around with me,
does he have the right to do this?™

Although the boy was not believed ini-
tially, the Torrance Police Department
was called in, and an investigation dis-
covered that the state worker had left
evidence of the assault on one of the con
ference room'’s blue chairs. Villarreal
denied the allegation, but when the DNA
results proved a match, he eventually
confessed,

“I thought he was an ordinary social
worker. I thought he was there to protect
me,” Marshall said repeatedly, as though
he still could not believe what had tran-

. spired. - :

.The youth said he no longer trusts

_some adults.

“I don’t trust male authority figures
anymore,” he said. “I don't even feel com-

" fortable around my teachers.”

Documents obtained by the Daily Jour-
nal indicate Marshall recently has
attempted to harm himself, and some
people predict he could be a danger to
others as well. :

“He needs help,” Greenspan said.

But Marshall, who recently graduated
from high school and has enrolled in
community college, summed up his feel-
ings about foster care in two words: “It
sucks.” ’
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LOS ANGELES DAILY JOURNAL , '

' ROBERT LEVINS / Daily Journal
UNDER FIRE — At the time of Marshall's placement and the Depariment of Children and Family Services for not protect-
later molestation, Star View was on “do not refer” status by  ing the legal and human rights of children residing there. :
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