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» 2239 Gannelt Parkway
@ San Bemardino, CA 92407
. {909) 889-9666
Fax: (809) 865-8741

Fuly 19, 2006

Kathleen Self

Children's Advocacy Institute
University of San Diego School of Law
5998 Alcala Park

San Diego, CA 92110

Ms. Self:

Encugh,

When 11-year-old Mynisha Crenshaw died in November, the unintended victim of gang members seeking
revenge for a prior shooting, it was enough — enough for The Sun to make youth viclence and crime in our
hometown the defining issue for our coverage in the days, weeks and months since as it will be in the days, weeks
and months to come.

The Sun has published hundreds of stories since Mynisha’s death, and response from the commmunity — from
leaders and residents alike — has been tremendous, and in a way, uplifting. Amid the relentless news coverage,
change has come:

- The newspaper helped form a community group called Mynisha’s Circle in memory of the slain girl.

- Mynisha’s Circle sponsored a community walk that drew more than 1,000 concerned residents and local

dignitaries.

- City leaders committed to hiring as many as 40 more police officers to make the streets safer.

- A new mayor is pursuing an ambitious plan aimed at revitalizing the city and cleaning up its most crime-

ridden areas.

- Sen. Barbara Boxer introduced anti-gang legisiation in Mynisha’s name and is seeking funding for

children’s programs in San Bernardino.

At the center of it all are the community’s children — those who stand to gain the most from change or suffer
the most without. And sadly, they continue to die on the streets of San Bernardino. And while change has come,
more is needed to ensure the safety of the city’s youth. Following a particularly harrowing series of shootings in
June, the newspaper on June 27 devoted its entire A-Section to selutions to crime and youth violence with a front
page headlined simply, “Enough.”

We respectfully submit for your consideration The Sun’s coverage of youth vielence and crime in San
Bernardino. We recognize that the attached package of stories 1s daunting, but it represents only a portion of the
coverage the newspaper has published — those stories that are either expressly focused on youth and youth services,
or the major pieces that reflect the larger issues in play. While we have enclosed multiple copies of the June 27
section, we hope you are able to consider the larger body of work.

Please call or write with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Frank Pine

Senior Managing Editor
{909) 386-3841
frank.pine(@sbsun.com

PS: You may note we changed the spelling of Mynisha’s name in May. We did so at the request of her family.
Official sources (police, courts, etc.) continue to use the old spelling, but we felt it best to honor the family’s

request.
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continued from pag,e A3

" quested the city hold a workshop
to consider the city’s finances and
the department’s needs and move
toward hiring additional officers.
. But -Councilwoman Wendy
McCaminack, who is critical of

_ the .department’s guidelines re-
stricting when ‘officers can use

-force, said she was not satisfied
with what the chief proposed.

“What- we are doing now is
not working,” she said.

year, is ot working.”
After he left the meetmg,

“The
beat plan, now in its second’

Zimmon responded to McCam-
mack’s criticism of the beat

plan. The chief said he dis-
agreed. The program hasn’t

reached the level of success he
hopes it'will achieve, he said.
Besides needing more’ offi-
cers, Zimmon said the depart-
ment would be working ‘with
schools, apartment-complex

owners and pursuing a gang in-
junction against a group. police -
say is active in the area around
-theintersection of Mountain Av- -
enue and Lynwood . Drive, the .
'nelghborhood where Mynesha

was killed..

Police Lt. Mark Garcia rdentl-_
fied the gang as the Crips-affili- -

ated  Pimps, Players, Hustlers

and Gangsters. -

Police: are scheduled to meet
with apartment-complex owners
and managers today to discuss
how to provide a safe environ-
ment for tenants and the rest of
the city.”’

In a letter to Zlmmon Edward.

Hardmg,_ chairman of the com-
pany ‘that gwns the Cedarwood

- apartment complex where My-

nesha was killed, proposed that

property owners pony up the re- .

sources to install about 90 video

. cameras in the neighborhood in

exchange for a greater police
presence,
Harding said he would not be

at today’s meeting but that rep-
resentatives from his company.

would.
At ‘the méetmg Monday, ‘the

Al Curzoanor The Sun

The San Bernardmo Clty Council dlscussed such issues as Pohce Chlef Garrett Zlmmon S beat plan and the fecent spate of
shootlngs at its meeting Monday. Zimmon, whose plan drew crltlc:lsm from Councilwoman Wendy McCammack requested
officers to fuIIy |mplement his system. o

conversations between city offi-
cials were marked by solemn re--
flection on a so-called “week of
strife” and spats between politi-
cal tivals.

Mayor Judith. Valles accused
City Attorney James F.. Penman
of playing election-season -poli-
tics with the slayings.

Valles has endorsed Judge Pat
Morris; who is runnmg -against -

. Penman to be mayot.

.Penman charged that' Valles
was only addressing the crime
matter because of the media at-
tention paid to it.
~ “The mayor doesn’t under-
stand my thought process,” he
said later. “She doesn’t know
how deeply hurt I am by these
children dying, and it’s wrong of

" her to latigh it off as politik:a] -

"‘Theres denial, you can pretend |t didn’t happen and Move on with life.
There’s always payback at some.pornt', though. There s letting it destroy you,
IOSing yoUrseIf in depression or alcohol or drUg abuse. Or you can fight
uack You can make sure the child’s loss extends beyond the pie charts,

W
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that she was more than a statistic. That’s what | tried to do.”
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MvECANS Law

a ; ﬁlééh’s lm'was ﬁaméd after 7—yeér-
‘raped and killed by a known-child

‘molester. The assailant moved intoa’

- home across the streét from the vie-
- tim's family, and they were never in- .
. formed. Boosted by the efforts of New

“- York Sen. Dean G. Skelos, the Kankas
" -worked to enable local communities -
10 be-wamed about sex offenders in

-, the area, Every state now has a form
“of Megan's Law. o

BSAFE HAVENS

" Garden of Angels founler Debi
Faris-Cifelli worked for legislation in
Califomia that allows a parent of a
newbom — within 3 days — to legally

-suender a baby to ‘any employee at
“any hospital emergency room or other

- desighatéd “Safe Haven” in the state.

- - Itcan be done anonymously, without
having to fear being prosecuted.

. Former state Sen. Jim Brulte -
sponsored legislation that décriminal-

" kzed “safe” abandonment, and Safe
Arms for Newborns, Senate Bill 1368,
was created to allow-for a two-week

“cooling off” period, giving the parent -

. the chance to reconsider and work to
- reclaim the child, Garden of Angels is
based in Yucaipa.

old Megan Kanka, a New Jersey gin- -

O sirianthas PR

was abducted from.her Orange
County compiunity, raped and killed -
by her assailant who claimed he -

- needed help with his dog, Her mother,

" Erin. Runnion, became an advocate
against child molesters, The organiza-
tion was created to help neighbor.
hoods organize, with afl the adufts
pitching in, to lock out for the
children.

KLAASKIDS FOUNDATION -

Polly Waas was 12 years old when

she was iddnapped from her
Petiluma home in 1993. Police
amested Richard Allen Davis for raping
and murdering the gidl months fater,
Mare Klaas, Polly's father, started an’

-advocacy group that iobbies for teugh
- legislation for crimes against children-

and helps families navigate the red
tape when dealing with a crisis.

' F‘ry&year-old_ Samantha Runtion Y

BN ok invisticanion

Among the tinsolved homicides being
Investigated by San Bemardina police
detectives and the. coroner’s office; -
- B Charles Gillesple, 73, whose -
head, arms and legs were found Oct.
30 near Silverwood Lake, 30 miles -
from his torso in San Bemardino's
‘Wildwood Park south of Waterman
Camon,” - S
B Miyneska Crenshaw, 11, Killed
~ -Nov. 13 by bullets fired into her Del
Rosa apartment. )

- & Afredo Ampoye, 52, shot dead
Friday night at a downtown buis stop’
blocks from police headquarters.

B Melanie Miers, 16, fatally wound-
“ed early Saturday by a byllet to the
head In & drive-by shooting at a biith-
day-party in a-middle-class noith-side _
neighborthood.  ~ T

- B Jerry Ramirez, 22, fouiid Sunday

~ evening apparently shot to death,
whose death broiight the ¢ity’s homil
cide total to 56 so far in 2005, the
city's highest violent-death tofl in a
decage.. - - - 7 . o

e Staff reports
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SPEAKING 0UT .

I's quiet where
~ the bodies go
Regardiess of how city Ieaders and
police choose to frame the city’s on-
going hiomicide crisis ‘today, San
Berhardino residents are dealing -

[ . with & cold reality — there are a lot
‘of drﬂerent ways 10 dre here.

As the past four weeks have: shown.
" sudden, violent deaﬂr can strike any-
- - where, anytime. In a erime-ravaged
‘apartment complex. At a teen party
~in a middle-class neighborhood: At a
gritty.bus stop two brocks from Crty
Hall. . -

‘In the quiet buildr‘ng where the bod- '

Cies go, the San-Bemardino County -
. Stieriff-Coroner's Department on -

. LenaRoad, answers about the city's

_rash of killings since the day before
Halioween are few and far between
Jon D. Kioeker,-a supervrsmg deputy

coroner investigator, said Monday af-
ternoon he could not even clarify -

whethier the city’s latest shooting vie-

tim, 22-year-old Jerry. Ramirez, was
found on a mountainside near Old
Waterman Cariyon Road — as the
coroner's Web site-reported — or if
- he was found lying just off the road

- In a ravine — as the police reported, -

Standing in a gleaming, sunlit hall-
way outside. investigators’ offices,
Kroeker referred questions to coro-

ner's spokesman Randy Emon. Emon*
also $aid he could not elaborate on

his department's earlier press re-
lease. Emon added he could not
share any information about any
hemicidés in or linked 1o San
Bernardine since Oct. 30.
*Since we combined with the sherd’f
.. we can't let anyone look at the files

anymore,’ Emon said, refernng tothe

coroner's merger with the Sherff's

Department in January. “That’s the

case with open homicide cases anid

closed cases, We can't let anybody
- look at anything” ‘

-,':..Some resrdents
stunned - -

At Marco's Tires on "North Waterman
-Avenue, a woman whose family

moved to Sdn Berarding County -

*-:'when she was-a child to- ‘escape
* eAmé in Glendate, openéd her
* mouth wide in silent- amazement -
-when she heard about the recent -

killings.”

“I'm just in“awe; * said Cinthiia
Rached, 26; manager of the busi- -

"ness. “'s too much. | don't even

walch the news because I don't
want 10 know about i

" Rached sat at'a small desk below

the counter at Marco’s, while several
male employees clad in work blues

“ate lunch and watched television at

a table behind her. Shiny dms

. vacked on the walls reflected and re-
*fracted-light in the dimness, while

outside the open work bay the mid-
day sun' beat down on hot black tar-

© mac.
-“It's too much negatrwty homi-

cides, kllhngs, murder,” Rached said,
“Wnacent children being shot and
killed. This gir) at the lingerie party, -

~she was just 16, innocent, She was

just trying to have fun and she ends
up dead” . -

Violence and murder are as old as

mankind; Ractied said, .
“But we hearabout it more ofte in

" this day and age;” Rachied said. “You
‘can't just say, ‘Keep your kids inside!
-That vdung girl was shot in her.

- home. The other girl was utside. The

man was at a bus stop. it makes
you wonder where you're safe”

Rached's parents decided o move
to San Bernardirio County when she
was 14 because they noticed so
much gang-related crime and vig-
lence in Glendale, she sald,

"My parents.didn't want us to be
any part of that, Rached said. "Back
then San Bemarding was considered
safer. Not any more.”

Busmess as usual
at gun shop

Inside one of the city's leadrng gun

- shops, Turner's-Qutdoorsman at 491 -

Orange Show Road, business was
brisk Monday aftemoon. But there
_has been no noticeable spike in
sales at the store since Charles

- Gillespie's body parts wera drscov

- ered Oct. 30, -

Manager Jason Hollmg stood over a

~ section of glass display counters *

that stretch moere than 30 feet, while -
cusfomers peered at the scores of
semiautomatic handguns lined up

- on'three levels of transparent shelv—

ing.
“This is the No. 1 sellrng store in our

. chain;” Holling said. “We have 13 .

storés throughout Southem
Calrfomra

~ Asked why the store is the Temer

chain's sales leader Holhng
laughed,

Because this is San Bemardino —
the high ciime rate — people want
guns for personal protection;” he
said. “I'd say foughly a quarter of our
custemers aré from the city. We get
people from Barstow, Palm Springs,
all over San Bernarding County”

“We might see an increase If people

© start getting scared,” Holling said.

“But s far it's steady. We probably

- self about 100 guns a week. Even

with the 10-day waiting period for

" background checks”

~— Compited by Guy McCarthy
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- change to put
‘an end to fear

By George Watson

" *Nikki Cobb and :
. "Brad A. Greenberg
© Staff Wnt’ers

The body of 11 year—old
Mynesha Creiishaw goes mto the

e ground teday

- Her. goul, . aceordlng to the "
o falth of her fanuiy, w1H go to

: heaven

And asa c1ty in shock watch—

.~ es fiom afar, some see the métm--
. oty of this- skain child- :Soating
. “above a . destriictive” morass that

Nov. v

The politicians are apparently'
" ready to listen. ‘

- “I'-don’t- know what: kmd of

'leglslanon I am going to_comg -
up with, But we have -to do-
“something,” said state Sen. Nell
" Soto; D-Ontario. “We have to'let .
" people know we are 1ot goingto”
.sit_back -and- lef -these kids kill
- ofie another or kill 1nnocent peo-"
ple' :
“Soto believes that. sla:ts in. thef._
~ home: She and ‘other politiéians:
., say parents need to -reform. ther;
culture of ‘the stréet,. need to’
' teach thelr chr]dren that finng a-

-isomebody, we: ar olng to. téach

Kennedy, ~who worked on

'-Ceasefire in: Baston, said gang
members live in v1olat10n of the
‘law, They sell and usé driigs in

public. They: . violate pa'r"olé
They don’t pay’child support. -
~Law enforcement officials, he

‘sa1d need ‘to miget with known
gang members to make: pine thmg
very clear:* “The next time some-.

body : from yom group'. kills:

Kenriedy. : “What:.ybu Lhen do, .

‘having: ‘made #n example out of”
“this groitp, you havea conVersa—

tion - . with other  groups. You

‘This 15 easy. This i3 jnst ord};" .
-nary - law enforcement - said

make it clear to thém that the :

next group who kills somebody
in San Bernarding is going to get
_exactly the treatment these guys
got.. -~

. hope to: people starving for it.-

. they. or-their loved ones might .

B S e

- . Phoenix rising above the ashes;.

: “Suddenly, they all start pth-
© ing each other.,” -« .
“Maybe they don’t becorne
It seemg sxmphst:c But n im- law- ab1dmg citizens, but at least
p]ementatlon it may be unrealls- ‘they aren’t killing kids Ilke My—
tic.. : ' nesha. -
“We have. said, ‘Enough is Successful examples of some-’
enough.” We have sa1d ‘We dre thmg good emerging from some--
taking back our streets.” We have thing hoirific are far and near.
said " all of that,” said" San’ - W The rape. and marder of .a
~ Beérpardino Mayor Judith Valles. 7- -year-old by a New: Jersey sex
“The. problem is the gangs are - ‘offendet led to the creation of to-
7 spreadmg nationally. We are ex- -day’s: Megan’s' Law, which lets .
" more. That’s-the point we néed’  periencing the fifst wave of them. parents Iéarn of sexual predators
- 'to.get out there.” hitting our CltY of San Bernardl- in their communities.
- The questlons yet'to be an- no. W The” abdncuon and’ subse-
- swered dre: Like.the proverbial - - Wﬁ hﬂVB BOt teHOHStS on our quent staying of a child in Texas
streets.” created AMBER Alerts, the moti-
If that is the case, and many' ~fication™ system of kldnaPPEd
criminal justice - experts would children;and a similar instance
- agree, the San Bernardiné crime "of a man’s heinous actions with’
. calls forananonal _solution. . an Orange County -girl. intro-
 Rep. Joe'Baca, D-Rialto, said duged . Ca]xformans to the con-
he plans to speak with-other In- : cept . ,
_land Emplre congressmen in . | And lhanks to a Yuca.lpa
'. hOPES Of secunng federal fllﬂd- woman parents of a newbom 11]- .
:ing.for’ San’ Bemardlno crimmie fant can legally give up fheir
prey ention. : child withiout fear of prosecu-
i t‘};‘;e C%‘;t P l?y se’cond ﬁddlc ' " tion. For nine years, Debi Faris-
3th) public safety,” Baca said. - Cifelli pushed the effort, in addi-
David Kennedy, ‘difector of tion to making a cemetery for
_' the Center for Cnme Prevenuon : abandoned bfbles who'~died
alone and unknown.

“Tt ‘really takes A community
_of ‘people to come together,”
Faris-Cifelli. said. “But some- -
body needs to stand up and take
the lead. Those are Lhe people
who become heroes.. '

- “A leader has to persevere and
have the guts to say, “That ‘was
the old San Bernardino. This will
_be the new one. If a gang mem-
ber wants to live in our- city, you
better change your ways.)”” - - -

Just nine days ago, Mynesha

was anonymous to .anyone other
tharn har Farmmilsr and friande That .

- . has" suffocated. San- Bernardino - - —
- for twa decades; dellvermg SOme gun Is not an appropriate way to,
settle a score,
7+ They. are tited of the sense]ess
o slaymgs They-are tired. of hid-
ing, of staying sxlent for fear-

- ~meet 2 similar conclusion. ¢ -
C-. - “We need:ito be outraged,”
" said Councilman Rikke Vinp .
- Johnson, whose ward borders the -
i-‘nelghberhood where - Mynesha *
lived. “We 'can’t be afraid any--

. can some good come out of the
. slanghtering of innocence? Have
_people ‘endured enough violence
to force a change, as has been
_done in' other types of tragedy
) around the United States?
th] they pressure the politi-
: --.c1ans = not only locally but per-
,'haps statewide or on the federal
level - to bring an end to a €y-
= cle'that has spun for decades, ru- °
.ining lives, destroying farmlles
and fanmng fears not only in San

Darmnardina Vad In owcacler aooeee.

vall SUINEG #00a come out of the

. slaughtering of innocence? Have
people enduréd enough violence -
to force a change, as has been
done 'in’ other types of tragedy

_around the Unjted States?

“Will they pressure the politi-
“cians ~ not only locally but per-
.haps statewide or on the federal ‘It’s a matter of 1mplementa~
level — to bring an end.to a ¢y- tion. Because much of San
cle that has spun for decades, ru- Bernardino’s problems are root-
ning lives, destroying families ed in gangs, the city needs to
and fannmg fears not only.in San take the same approach Boston
Bernardino, but in nearly every did 10 years ago, he said.

- ‘urban, pocket hcross the nation? - —

and Control at John Jay College
-of Criminal Justice in New York,
said San 'Bernardino likely al-
ready has all the police officers.
and laws it néeds to rid the
streets of crime.

on 2 San Bernardino apartment .

and buried three bullets, into her
head and body as she.sat.down to

" Se¢ STAND/ Pa‘ae'.&‘?" o

eat dinner; leaving her’ gasping -
for life as her woanded-_si‘sterfel}r:

hegide her



continued from.page A3

Police say Mynesha and’ her sister,

Jaynita, now 15, who survived the shoot-

-ing,' were innocent victims ‘ensnared in.a

gang-related slaying. The likelihood that a
gang was involved came as little surprise

“in this city of 197,000 people. Ameng
- work-eligible adults, 40 percent make less
than $25,000.a year. - S ‘
* This -femains a. place .where in many
neighborhoods, people refuse to call police
for fear of equally horrific retaliation,
* . They -would rather gather their children
~around -them and take ‘hiding in their

- . homes, as was the case in the minutes lead- ‘

ing up to-Mynesha’s killing, praying that

will comé near them.

Those days must change. Doing 5o might - -

come through watching what others -have

“done to make grand shifts in thinking, .
- Making a difference
Polly Hannah:Klaas was 12 years old

when she was kidnapped from her Petaluma

home on Oct. 1, 1993, ]
A massive and highly publicized mnanhunt
followed. Police arrested -Richard Allen

Davis for the rape and murder of the little

girl months later.

“For a family, there are basically three re-
‘actions you can have to something like this,”
"said Marc Klaas, father of the. -victim.
““There's ‘denial, you can pretend it ‘didn’t
- happerr and move on with life. There’s al:
ways payback at some point, though.

“There’s letting it destroy you, losing

yourself in depression or alcohol or drug .

~‘abuse.” . T
“Or you can fight back,” Klaas said. “You
‘can make sure ‘the child’s loss extends be-

yond the pie charts, that she was more than

a statistic. That’s what I tried to do.”
Klaas.siarted the KlaasKids Foundation,
- an advocacy group that lobbies for tough

“legislation for crimes agairist children and
“hélps families navigate the red tape when
dealing with crisis. : S
A separate group, the Polly Klaas Foun-
dation, helps support families searching for

a missing child. Glena Records, director of -

communications for the Polly Klaas Foun-
dation, said the little girl whose name the or-
~ ganization bears has had an impact. ,

“Polly made a huge difference” in the
lives of other children, Records said. “It was
the unique quality of the case.”

“The kidnapper had actually come into an
occupied house..It was as if everybody’s
home had been violated,” she said. _ :
- Marc Klaas said the work he does in Pol-

‘1y’s name keeps him going. '

“Itdoesn’t give me a lot of time to consid-

none..of ‘the bullefs they hear exploding .

- ow -

er the consequence, the Toss?” he said. “I
found ‘my purpose; or all would be forgotten

— Polly forgotten_, too.”
Other orgariizations have also risen from

@ pdrent’s’ or a.commuonity’s. response to a -

lost child. © Ce .
Megan’s Law, a nationwide registry and
watchdog network: for child, sex offenders,

- was established after the rape and murder of .
" T-year old Megan Kanka in 1994 -

Megan's murderer lived across the street
from her home. He had been previously con-

victed for sexually assaulting another child,

a history unknown ' to. Megan’s parents,
Richard and Maureen Kanka. o n
The AMBER Alert plan;, operating in ali

50 states, is a-system for broadcasting infor-
“mation to the public. when a child is missing.

* ‘The plan was created in 1997 as a legacy

to 9-year-old Amber Hagerman, kidnapped -
-and murdered while pedaling her bicycie in

Arlingfon, Texas. - . - -
~Five-year-old Samantha Runnion was

kidnapped by a man claiming to want her
help finding his Chihuahua. The assailant
“ raped and asphyxiated: the child on July 15,

2002.

- Today, the Joyful Child Foundation has a
" program, Samantha’s Pride, 1o save other

children from 4 similar fate;

. Samantha’s - Pride” helps -neighborhoods -
organize, with all the. aduits pitching in, to -

look out for the children.

“For Samantha’s -family; the 'gf_)al is for

her not t6 have died in vain,” said spokes-

"woman Shana Starr, “This is what they are

dedicating their lives to, what they are dedi-

cating (Samantha’s) life to.”
Helping out

Marc Klaas said such.efforts can help deal
with the pain. But nothing can take it away.
“You can never make back the price paid;”
be said. Lo
““Who the hell wants to build a legacy

‘over their child’s body?” Klaas asked.’

“Living in memory and actually living are

“two very different things. Polly can live in

our, hearts, but those memories fade over

" time, as if they were. a Polaroid,” he said.

“The price we paid was far too great.”
Faris-Cifelli said her effort began by edu-

- cating people to the sad situation involving

the abandoniment of newborns. People want-

~ ed.to help, they just didn’t know how, she
‘explained. C

The next step was empowering people.
That came with the creation of the founda-
tion, which led to contacting state legisla-
tors, primarily former State Sen. Jim Bruite,
who took action in Sacramento.

“The media helped a lot, too,” Faris-
Cifelli said. “They really called it to atten-
tion. The media can really - bring about
change.” _

There’s a delicate balance there for the

media, though, between being an informa-

tive vehicle to becoming an advocate for

“community,”

Nou.z?, (

" change; said Bob_StéeIe,’:afsc'holar on ethics -
~.at the Poynter. Institute; a“journalism think

tank in Florida. S .
_ A newspaper has two- roles, Steele said,
when it comes to its community:
B It gives readers substantive; factual in-
formation. = = L
- Bt provides context, history, information

. from_outside the paper’s geographical re-
-.gion, -and-acts not only as emotionally

evocative but provocative. -

“When ‘we write- stories, we evoke emo-
tion,” Steele said. “Sometimes it might
cause fear. Sometimes it might catse anger.

‘Sometimes it might cause frustration. Some-

times it may be panic. :
“We also- write stories that evoke hope.

- Good'journalism not only informs and edu-

cates, it gives citizens possibilities for how
to réspond.”, - LT
-Journalists are.not cheerleaders ar advo-

" cates, he added.

“But journalists are both conveying sub-
stantive information, giving citizens ways to
process and: reflect upon the information,
and . .. communicate with each. other as a

In the case of The Sun, the riewspaper has
dedicated several reporters and significant
space on'its pages every day since Myne-
sha’s slaying. = - .

“The death of 4 child, under any circum-
stances, is-unfathomable to most of us,” said
Steve Lambert, The Sun’s. editor. “In. cases
like this, the media are uniquely positioned
to raise awareness. of the deeper issues that
may be at play —"and in the end, help stir a

" constructive dialogue, and constructive

change. ‘We’re not the story, but we can‘help
raise the story to a new, higher level of un-

_derstanding.”

‘What everyone seems to understand, par-

 ticularly, is that any change that does.happen -

can be enabled by politicians. But for an ef-

-~ fort to truly be propelled forward, it’s up to

people in the community. _ i
Tom Dunham, spokesman for New York
state Sen. Dean'G. Skelos, R-Rockville Cen-
tre, author of that state’s Megan’s Law, the
model for those that followed, lauded the
mother of the victim in that case for pocket-
ing her pain .and’ striving for something
gOOd. . : T .
“A lot of the credit should go to Maureen
Kanka for realizing she could take this hor-
rible tragedy and turn it into something: that
could protect hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren around the country,” he said. ~

Within two years of Megan's death, every
state in the union required sex offenders to
register. The federal government also passed
a law that would deprive state’s grant mon-
ey if they didn’t create a registry.

Change, it appears, can indeed happen.
And then, perhaps the real question. be-
comes, the one still not answered, who has
the heart for it? - ‘



- ready know. .. o -
“The'éity is dangerous

—';ent pubhshmg company. Morgan

‘Quitno Préss lists: San Bernarding .
- -as the-18th mdst: dangerous <ity in: |

» - the hation among 369 studied.:

Morgan Quitno, using data. from'

.:the FBI's. Uniform Crime: Repert-

12004,

-ing Program, ;analyzed data’ from; :

‘ata ranks ¢ (:1ty among

most dangerous inU.S.

The rates for murder, rape, rob-~

. bery ‘and-assault’ were caléulated
S per 100000 reSIdents ina c1ty and

h - then compared toa natnonal aver- -

1551 homlcldes commltted ttus 'year,
“| . including " four in. thie. past nine -
{ - days, a report released . Monday .
1 confirms what res:dents here al-;

age. .

- Although San Bernatdino

‘earned the dubiqus . distinction of
‘making. the top-25 on' the list, the.
. city 1mproved two spots’ compared
- with last year’s report, -which had it

A'ranking reléasedby: 1nldepend— pegged at16:

_Several® factors could account

for the dip, .Said. Scott Morgan,
-.company pres1dent :

Only cities’ with -2 -population-

~of 75,000 or greater are included
~in the report. Cities that. have
'grown and . are newly added

See_-DA_NG_ER 1 Page A5

Tueéday, 'quember- 22, 2005 -

NwV. 2L

t]a ier

_the rankings indicate that current
.- crime-reduction  strategies -are
- _not work.lng

contmuedw‘rem page A3

“added: fo. theJlst could push oth-
er cities, mto lower rankmgs, he

said...

Although thi murder rate in

_ Attorney James F. Penman sajd'

~ “The .city, for thé last seven;_
or cight years, has beén driven’
‘by PR considerations,” he said..
“It seems if we keep. saymg ev-’
erything " js' OK and crime lis

San- Bernardind iicreased - from

48 in 2003'to"50:1ast: year, vio-
- .- isn’t the way things - wor

" He sdid-it wasnt’ untll the -

lent crime dipped overall.

. There™ were 2,864 violent
Crimes” reported in 2003 in the

city - .and- 2,635 -the’ “following’

‘yeat,'a ocordmg to the FBI an 8

percehi'décigase. T
Morgan -cautioned that the

rankmg ‘should ot be used with-

out: cﬁhklﬂenng’,oﬂler factors of -

“The beauty of numbers is
that, meomplete as they are, they
help you define the problem a
little better,” he said. “They help
you come wp with selutions.
People like to have' numbers to
g0, w1th a largely emotlona] ar-

niche.”
Mayoral candldate and City

_down;" everythmg will be filie-.

and crime¢ will go down; but that

media began shinirig a spotlight
on the- issue" that city officials

‘began’ to increase police patrols -

and talk about short term. solu-
tions.

“The- blggest problem San
Bernardmo faces: right now. is

_that *the mayor and- her cohorts
~ areindenial,” he said. . .

- Mayor Judith Valles and po-'

" lice. ‘Chief Garrett- Zimmon did
not return. calls seeking com- -

ment Monday.

- Penman said the city “needs t6
contract privately for its helicop-

“ter patrels instead of using. the
Sheriff's Department, which has -

a massive territory to patrel.

He also said the-city should
begin agpressively pursting fed—

eral and state law, e'nforc;ement--
grants and seeking” mjunctlons

against gangs. -

Rep. Joe. Baca, ‘whose 43rd -
District includes .San Be;nardl—’
no, said the list indicates to him
that -public . safety ‘must “be
funded at the highest. levels S
" %1 think we’re-all disappomtv'-'-:
ed” ~about -San . Bernardino’s
ranking, -said .the Rjalto Demo-

" . crat: “We'd Jike to see us off the -
chart. We, need 1o support_law :
-enforcement ‘and bring in - more

cops, develop and fund- pro-

-grams that ate impoitant at'a lo-

cal;-state and federal level: We
all need to ¢ome together.”

" Baca said-federal-grants from
agencies such-as the Department,
of ‘Homeland ‘Security and the

Justice’ Department are ‘avail-
" able. -

The $400 000 he secured this
ycar for mobile data computers

for the Sap Bemardino Police

Department is just ‘a c¢hunk of
what’s available, if grant writers.
are submitting. proposals o ‘

“1 don’t believe yeu shauld
ever give up, and 1 don’t believe

" you should move out,” he said,

“Anything can be tumed around,
and that’s our responsibility.”
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Vlolent crlme° Who’s

EDITOR’S NOTE: As readers
converse online about cFime in
San Bernardino and what can be
done about it, reader Jeff

" Kaplan and Sun columnist
Conor Friedersdorf have en-
gaged one another in debate.
Both agree that Mynesha
Crenshaw's murder is a tragedy
and that measures must be taken
to make future slayings less like-
ly. Yet they disagree about the
rool causes of violent crime.

The Sun established its

Troubled Town blog as a forum

for community discussions with
the idea that public discourse
can produce no losers. One’s
ideas are strengthened either by
the act of defending them or the
realization that they are some-
how mistaken. We excerpt the
following exchange as an exam-
ple of what The Sun hopes to see
movre of in the fiture.

To read more, go to:
www.insidesocal.com/
troubledtown/).

Kaplan first:

' here is plenty of blame to
I go around, but most of the

blame should be directed at

a society that habitually discrimi-

nates against minorities, crowds

- them into substandard living con-
ditions, treats them like second-
class citizens, denies them a truly

- equal education, and then waits .
for themn to commit a crime so
they can be warchoused in the
prison system. It’s the American

_society itself that should share

. part of the blame for tuning its
back on a whole segment of its
own American citizens.

The indiscriminate killing of a

young and innocent 11-year-old

- girl is reprehensible and beyond
tragic. A society predlcated upon

* social and economic injustice, to-
ward historically disadvantaged
groups, however, is also reprehen-
sible. . . . The vicious killer that
fired the gun deserves to be pun-
ished to the fullest extent of the
law and should pay dearly for his
crime against that young girl, her
family, and soc1cty But this prob-

- lem is not going to go away untijl
society itself confronts its history
of bigotry, intolerance, and hatred
azainst historieallv disadvantaced

CONOR FRIEDERSDORF

people ...
Then Friedersdorf:

tis one thing to decry racism,
I discrimination, unequal
schools, ete. It is quite another

- to imply that minority citizens
who face such things are so prone -

to violence that even murders
they commit should be mostly
blamed on society’s failings. -
Pulling a-gun’s trigget to kill
innocents is a personal failure of
conscience and humanity no mat-
ter the slings and arrows of one’s
past. To suggest otherwise is a
slur against the vast majority of

* poor people and minorities who.

would never dream of committing
murder. It makes.little sense to

-deny minorities their agency

when most exercise it quite ad-

‘mirably.

. The blame-society message is
the narrative’s second flaw: Much
of it is objectively incoirect. Take
the claim that violent crime today-

can be blamed on historic dis-
- crimination against the perpetra-

tors” racial group. Admittedty,
that hypothesis makes intuitive
sense. But it is-impossible to -

- square with reality,

As a historically disadvantaged
group with a disproportionately
high murder rate, blacks seem the
best example supporting the
claim. Yet black murder rates rose
during the Civil Rights Bra and
peaked during the early 1980s,
trends that don’t square with the
notion that discrimination causes
violent crime.

Other historically disadvan-
taged groups erode the case fur-
ther, Chinese immigrants func-
tioned as de-facto slaves for a
time in U.S, history, and have
faced serious discrimination that
lingers even today. Yet Chinese
murder rates are lower than the
rate for whites. . . .

Our society has seriously
talled abinit cnrial arnd ammr e o

justice for years'whjle somehow
failing to recognize that socjal
Jjustice demands, rather than pre-

- cludes, a crackdewn on criminals.

Gangs, murderers and drug deal-
€IS prey on poor communities,
disproportionately destroying mi-
nority lives;

Kaplan:

... limiting the blame to a
person’s “personal failure of
conscience” doesn’t address all
the issues of this tragic story.

People whorare forced to- hve
in conditions of poverty and that

-face discrimination will seck .
ways to survive and secure their
_ own existence, This is human

nature and has nothing to do
withi race, religion, age or cul-
ture. Mynesha’s killer didn’t
wake up one moming and say:
“Today I am going to have a
personal failure of conscience
and kill an innocent child.” My-
nesha’s killer was (probably) op-

-erating in an environment of -

hopelessness and knew no other
life than power through the bar-
rel of a gun and survival (eco-
nomic and personal) through the
use of violence.

This does not excuse the
murderer’s actions . . . But the
discussion cannot stop there —
we take criminal justice serious-
ly but then don’t pursue the
caugal connections between peo-
ple and crime. Why did the mur-
derer senselessly shoot into an
inhabited apartment at a family
sitting down for dinner?

I return to the concept of dis-
crimination and the resulting
lack of economic opportunity
and truly equal education. The
plight of the black community
was hardly solved during the
Civil Rights Era. Equality of
economic opportunity and edu-
cation was not achieved durmg
the 1980s. It is not equal now in
2005. Institutional discriminia-
tion, the kind that habitually re-
stricts the hope of blacks and
other historically disadvantaged
groups to achieve full equality,
is alive and weil today.

We live ina society where
the likelihood of incarceration
(during their lifetime) for blacks

e T2 %0 oL " 4. 4.
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that of Hlspamc-AmehEﬁns
{9.4%) and over six times that

for whites (2.5%), That is a stun-
ning statistic. This is not to sug- -

gest that any of these groups are
more or less prone to crime by

- their nature, That is a repugnant

concept and has no plac'e-in civil
discourse. - -

Providing truly equal educa-.
tional and economic opportuni-
ties is not going to solve every
problem. But neglecting the ca-

sual connections between pover-’

ty, discrimination, and the re-

sulting hopelessness, is a .
. myopic denial of how society

marginalizes minorities.

Friedersdorf:

. aplan is right when he as-
B serts that there are other
“contributing factors.”

‘But I find the factors he identifies '

— poverty, racism and historic in-

justice toward one’s ethnic group

— unconvinging as “contributing
factors™ to high murder rates, -
This isn’t because I find such a
connection implausible onits
face. I can imagine a causal con--
"nection that leads, for example,

for 1ts nse‘7

frofn racism to murder. Then-

_ again, I can ishagine a causal con- .

nection that leads from being
‘abused as‘a child to murder, or

. from drug use to murder, or from
an absent father to murder. Many -

such causal relationships make in-
tuitive sense, but only some are
explanatory factors driving a high
murder rate:

- When I consider racism and

 historic prejudice against one’s -

cthnic group as explanatory fac-
tors for violent crime in the Unit-
ed States, I’'m underwhelmed by

_ the evidence.

America has many groups who
have suffered prejudice, many
groups who have suffered from
racism and many groups who

" confront some racism even today.

But the murder rates among these
groups are wildly different ina

: way that doesn’t seem to be cor-
-related with the atount of dis- .
- crimination they have faced his-

torically, the amount of tirmie that
has elapsed since they last faced
significant oppression or the level
of racism they confront today.

~ If our purpose is to attack vio-
lent crime and its root causes we

- ought to focus on those things that

 are contributing to the probleni
Jmiost ditectly. My expertise isn’t

sufficient to say with certainty
what those culprits are, but here

’ are somewhat educated gnesses:

" M Street gangs

- I The black market in :llegal
narcotics (in which dealers and
distribution networks defend their
territory using guns, often wielded
by gang members}

B Unsupervised children, es-
pecially males whose fathers are
absent-(or children whose family

‘members raise them as gang

members)
B Dangerous neighborhoods

-that lead children who’d other-

wise eschew gangs 10 join them
for protection

Solving these problems is a tall
order — solving them completely
is impossible. Yet they seem to

~ me more easily addressed than
- Tooting out the remaining racism

in a society where we’ve gone to
great lengths to ensure our institu-
tions and laws are no longer rac-
ist. They are surely more easily
addressed than historic discrimi-
nation, which we cannot change
ne matter how much we wish it
could be otherwise.
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' By Gina Tenorio
Staff Writer ~ .~ "’

SAN BERNARDINO -- After more
than a half hour of quiet hand-wringing and
mild-mannered suggestions, the Rev. Regi-
nald Beamon had had enough.

-“] have not heard many suggestions here
tonight,” -the frustrated minister told the
crowd gathered Thursday night in the Ar-
royo Valley High School cafeteria. o

“They’ve been killing. people,” he said
referring to gangs, his voice ‘booming
across the room. “And I do blamie the com-
inunity.” S

Heads started nodding. Eyes widened. It

_may bave been a small spark, but it was at

 least close to what Councilman Rikke Van °

Johnson said he had hoped the town hall
meeting would do — empower the com-
munity to stop the violence. ’

The event was the second:such meeting
in the city this week. ’

Among Van Johnson’s goais was to ap- -

peal to the community to work with city
leaders and law enforcement to help curb
the kind of violence that has led to a num-
ber of shootings in the aréa and to the death
of 1i-year-old Mynesha Crenshaw on Sun-
day night in the Del Rosa area. '
With Van Johnson were miore than a
dozen police officials, inclading Chief Gar-

rett Zimmon, somé City Council memmbers.

~ and Mayor Judith Valles. = -~ «
If the .community had. ideas or solutions.

or concerns,.a meeting W.as,;_h;’gla_cq.j;vhere e

_ they were going to-be aired. .. . -
- But'even in the safety of the forim

< Fesidents. .
#ita ﬁg’m

when encouraged. U g
“'think we need 16 keep the children in
school and riot let them stay at home,” said
Magin Valdez; 44, a resident of Delmon -
Heights. . ¢ 5 7 - R
" He followed soine who chose to speak
. from their seats. The father of a teenage girl
who attends Arroyo Valley High stepped up
to the microphone. P

e

~ said

Meeting

continued from page Al

. “They should be in ‘school,”

he said of tronbled teens. “They
should be learning. I want them
to be somebody. We have to
guide them.” . '

. “Sandy Bonpilla, a prevention

program mapager. with Casa de

San Bernardiio Tnc., appealed to

the " councilman _to consider

spending more funds’on the
‘neighborhood nonprofit. :

“The suggestion here is t© use
the ‘nieighborhooed organizations
as the cultural brokers,” Bonilla’

Along with those suggestions
came the reminder from the Po-
licé Department about the 24-
hour hotline and police Lt. Diane
Holmes' request for members of
the community to encourage all

“young men in the neighborhoods

to join the police force.

When few of the residents
stood by the microphone to take
an opportunity to speak, Beamon
stepped up. -

He accused some family mem-
bers throughout the city, particu-
larly fathers, of idly sitting by as
their "children choose a gang
family over their own. He ac-
cused them of taking the money
and tuming a blind eye the
pain caused by the gangs.

Then turping to the police, the
thinister apologized.

“You're doing your job." h€
told the officials gathered in the
back. “But the people we peed to
reach won’t respond ~when

“you’te around.”

- Someone knows someone who
knows someone who knows
what ~ happened, - he told the
crowd. - ~ )

As Beamon-lay the challenge
at the community’s feet, Holmes
and Van Johnson offered to. do
what they could: - '

“At City. Hall, we don’t have
all the solut‘ions,” Van Johnsen
told the crowd of more than 100.
“But maybe someone out there
does.”

Contact writer Gina Tenorio at

{909) 386-3854 or via e-mail at

ginatenorio@sbsun.com.

iy
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“A8 The Suhw_':San Bernardino County 1 *

San Bernardino death .
__ investigations- - ' )
W Mynesha Crenshaw, 11, of San
Bemardino was killed Nov. 13in
the 1400 block of East Citus
Street in a gang-related shooting. -
~ ARRESTED: Shawn Lamont Davis,
18, Patrick Lair, 27, Sinque
Morrison, 29, Sidikibi Greenwood,
34, Harold Philips, 23, and
- Michael Bamett,-19. "

* M On Monday; a judge delayed a
-preliminary hearing for suspects
accused of participating in the
shooting death of Mynesha - -
. Crenshaw for at least a week.

- Judge Michael Dest determined
more time was needed to allow
-~ lawyers for the six defendants i
" the murder case of 11-year-old
Mynesha-to catch up on newly
provided infarmation about the
case: . , o
" Deputy District Attormey John .
Poston provided 300-page packets
of discovery to each defense ~ ~
- attorney, with an advisement of

. more to come, he said.

" “There is.a substaptial ameunt of
" new discovery in this case,” Dest
 said before rescheduling the court
dates. -

Three of the five defendants — -
Philips, Bamett and Greenwood —
agreed to waive their rightto a

-- Bemardina Superior Court on -
Monday. '

Defendants Shawn Lamont Davis

and Patrick Lairhad previously -

opted for.the quicker hearing. Bit

* Dest ruled that alt five suspects will
have another hearing Dec. 16 and
a preliminary hearing on Dec. 20,
when the district attomey will have

- to convince Dest the case should -
go to trial. ’

A sixth suspect, Sinque. Morrison,
was not in court. .
- fll Tami Kay Potter, 39, was

. gtabbed to death in a parolee
group home in the 1500 block of
Notth Walt Avenue on Nov. 25.
ARRESTED: Danie} Moreno, 24,
ideniified as a Verdugo Flats gang
member in San Bernardino.

[ Bany E. Jones, 24, identified as
- a member of the gang PPHG, or.
Pimps, Playboys, Hustlers and ~
Gangsters, was shot and kilied
Nov. 9 in an apartment in the
2900 block of Mountain Avenue.
No amests have been made, but
b kalisus the chooting is tied

to the Nov.. 13 shooting of
Mynesha Crenshaw, committed by

" gang members targeting the

apartment she was in with her

- family. . .

I Floter Warhop I, 39, was_

found dead Nov. 7 in his vehicle in

@ San Bemardino tow yard in the
2300 biock of East Mountain .

- Woods Street. His giffiend, Maria

- Kaminski, 36, was found dead in

fier Colton apartment two days

* earlier. Police believe the killings -

“are connected. No arrests have .

been made. -

"B Alfredo A. Ampoyo, 52, was

shot to death Nov, 18 as he stood

* at a bus stop on D Street north of

~ Fourth Street. He struggled with at

" |east two men biefore he was shot.
. -No-arrests have been made.

B Melanie Miers, 16, was shot

~* Nov. 19 at a house in the 4500
" block of Nerth Mountain View
* Avenue as she stood outside with

two males.-She died that day ata
hospital. No arests have been
made.

B Jerry Ramirez, 22, was found
‘dead Nov, 20 in Waterman

~ Canyon; north of Highway 18-
‘ARRESTED:; Alfredo Rodriguez, 18,
_Edward Hemandez Sr., 48,

Edward Hemandez, 25, and

: an 0 " Benjamin Hemandez, 46.
speedy preliminary hearing in San - o :
I The lorso of Charles Gillespie;

73, of $an Bernardino was found
Oct, 30 in Wildwood Park. His
arms, legs and head were found
earfier the same momingina -

: tymout on Highway 138, near

Summit Valley Road. No amrests ..

_ have been made.

N | Atfredo Villela, 27, was shot.

Oct. 26 while walking in the 760
block of East Base Line. He died six

+ days later, on Nov. 1, ata hospital.

No anests have been made. -

. County area

B Leeann Camell, 49, and
daughter Angelina M. Canell, 217,
were found dead by family
members in their Mountain Avenue
condominium Nov. 22. No arrests
have been made.

I John Doe # 57-05: His hadly
humed remains were found Nov.
28 near Dale Evans Parkway,

- about two miles west of Interstate

15 near a transmission tower, No
arrests have been made.

Dec. G,iwé
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Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Initiatives established as a result of LEEP
= 1996 — Probation officers on  m Project LET — Let’s End

_campuses

A cooperative agreement
between school districts and the
San Bernardino County

" “Probation Department to assign

a probation officer to school

~ districts that requested
participation. - .~ -
OPERATED BY: San Bemardino

* County Probation Department
COST: Cunerit cost to school
districts is 26 percent of the
cost for staffing of probation
officers on campus, between
$100,000 and $125,000

- annually. School safety grants

also help fund the program,

EFFECTIVENESS: The program

once reached a high-of 25.
probation officers but funding
cuts have reduced that number
to about 10,

u 1998 — Operation Clean
Sweep
Operates on 100 school
campuses throughout San
Bemardino County and.
encompasses a citation system,
sectrity assessments of troubled
- schools by a law enforcement
agency and motivational
speakers. Under the program,
sheriff's deputies train schaol
administraters to write. citations
for first-time offenders. Students
-must appear in juvenile traffic
caurt, where consequences
range from a fine to community
_service, but there is no
pemnanent mark left on a
juveniie’s record, The program
is particularly useful for isolated
schooi districts that do not have
their own schoa! police
department such as Silver Valley
Unified, Morongo Unified,
Needles Unified, Barstow Unified
and Trona Joint Unified schoot
districts. The Juvenile
intervention Program, aimed at
at-risk students between 13 and
" 17 years of age from schools -
across the county, is also part of
Clean Sweep. Since 2004, 350
teens have gone through the
program, which has a 72
percent success rate.
OPERATED BY: San Bernardino
County Sheriff's Depariment
COST: None. Offered free to
school districts.
EFFECTIVENESS: In its first
year, there was a 36 percent
reduction in calls for service.
Current figures are not

SBSuN
Dec b, 20%

Truancy :

The San Bemardino County
District Attorney’s Office
established an anti-truancy
initiative called Project LET,
which places three deputy
district atiomeys on distriét
campuses to focus on the
truancy issues before they
become criminal issues. Under
the LET program, the District .
Mtomey’s Office Is pushing for
legistation that would establish a
pilot program regarding truancy
cases to be sent directly 1o
Juvenile traffic court overseen by
a hearing officer instead of
being tied up in criminal court.
OPERATED BY: San Bemardino
County District Attomey's Office
COST: None. Free of charge-to
school districts. -
EFFECTIVENESS: Project LET
has made attempts for three
pieces of special tuancy
legislation in San Bemardino
County. All three failed..

m 2005 — Gun Violence
Intervention for Teens (GIFT)
A new anti-gun violence initiative
aimed at middle-school students
to discourage them from using

guns.
OPERATED BY: San Bemardino
County District Attorney’s Office
(COST: Unknown, Stili being
compiled. '

. EFFECTIVENESS: Unknown.

— Staff reports
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hany murals painted:o idé walls of
nd below were drawn by her brother, Deon

chaos anger. and-fear hJId psych010~
gist Chatles Shipley: said Tuesday after
. feviewing several -youngsters” draw-
ings. “When children create unages like
this, adilts need to pay attennon People
: need to loek at - thm and “understand

ge- AHT ! Page A4

" Drawings b
Deon Ston

1 4w o




Art

continued from page At

¥hat's going on here.”

Since 2000, the Central
City Lutheran Mission on
‘West 13th Street has published
books and seasonal newspa-
pers compriscd entirely of ur-
ban youth art.

“Why do people have
beef?" 8-year-nld Deon Dan-
thony Story wrole 2t the mis-
sion last week in a brief essay

nabout recemt shoatings in San

Bemardino.

Deon diow a stick figure
with a gun firing point-blank
at anoiher, showing how a
street “beef” — a dispute, an
argument, a fight — often gels
seltled in and around his North
I Sireet uzighborhood.

“They veed to be womy
abewt they life,” wrote Deon,
who lives across the street
frotn raifroad tacks parallcl-
ing ]memate 215.*Fhat’s -dl I
have to say.”

night after he made: the dray-
.ing, Deon laughed - and
danced at a’hip-hop-jazz
kst at the mission. Bul fix
url wos grounded In the ugly

senselessly.
The cil
cide victims in the past six
weeks includes Fl-year-old
Mynesha Crenshaw, killed
Nov. 13 by bulléts through an
apariment
Tower Dél Rosa area, and 16-

year-ald Melanic Migrs, slain -

Nov. 19 in a drive-by shoot-

ing oulside a party on North.

Mountain View Avenue.

“You can't take anybody -

for granted because they
could be dead — anybody,”
said Matanya Pruitt, 17, an
occasional poet and lyric-
writcr who was schoolmates
with Mclande since seventh
grade. “She didn’t seem like
she was involved I any-
thing like fights and atgu-
ments. She was nl\n)s hap-

py-"
‘Dangerons age'

Parents, leachers, police arid
“elected oficia
palicular attention {o, what
children and leens express
nboat vialence, said Shipley,
who has worked with adoles-

cenls and pre-adolescents in

San Bernarding for 33 years.

“When you have children
aking diawings like this,
walking to school in fear,
diving in the hushes when

cars drive by, that lells us |
'-'nmcllllng ahoul oui cemmmy-

nity,” Shipley said.

"Sometimes children can
lead us,” Shipley said. “Not
to promote fear, but to remind
us that right now the commu-
nity is dangérgus.”

Teens and preieens ofien
have more problems coping
with violence and danger
than other ape groups, partic-
ularly in lower-income neigh-
borhoods where crime is
more routine, Shipley said.

“There arc more confronta-
tions in these age groups,
among boys and girls,” Ship-
ley said. "Certainly in ghettos
aed barics you have more of
that, not just on the streels hut
on the playgrounds as well.”

"Boys and girls arc going

thiough physical changes,
lwimonal  and  emotional
changes,”  Shipley  said.

"When children draw ond
wiite like Ihis, you can sce
they are very concerned
about a nunber of thinps. A
fot of times they witl draw
what they can’t or won't say.

Chiildren are resilient. The-

fact that children are dying

*s surge of homi- -

window. in the

shoulid pay

Adults should, pay attention
to afl of it

Deon's 12-year-cld sister,
Wynae Hill, wrote last week
abant a peighborhood friend
wha she said was injurcd in a
pmg-related shooting about

twe months ago.

. Wynae said heacing about

“the shocting scared her and

miade her afiaid lor other pee-
Pe in her neighborhood. Writ-
ing about it hedped her express
lier feetings, she saidt, but she
was still scared about the pos-
sibilily of were shoetings.

‘Ho regrets’
Drug abuse that fuels crime

" and violence is a popular topic
" among youngsters who try o

mzke sensc of reality in their
neighborhoods.

I 2000 collection titled
“No Regrets.” published by
{he mission, t-year-old Drawi-
ta Taylor wrote, “San
Bernardine is ghelto city.
Crackhead are all around.”

A picture Danita drew in-
cludes a smiling sun, birds, 2
ree amd the words "Ghetio
$an Bernardine Crackhead's.™

Yerse and pholos linked
page-to-page in “No Regrets”

“include the following:

MOranges get sucked ard
plucked for their Vitamin C

“Mcth is cooked solid and
sucked 1o escape reality.”

On one page, a photo of
sleaming pols on a stovelop
precedes a phota of a young
man inhaling deeply from a
pipe.
Giving <hildren and teens
from strife-torn  neighbor-
hoods an ouilet to express
themselves is one goal of pub-
lications like “No Reprets™
and Reality Check, the mis-
sion’s seasonal newspaper.

“If they don’t get out their
unger and frustration and sad-
nzss aml confusion this way,

they fet it out on someone
clse.” said Alex Avila, the mis-
sion’s cultural director,

Avila, 28, who grew up in
New York- City’s Bronx ber-
ough, has been at the mijssion
since 2

“We're Irving o give the
kids safe outlets o express
themselves,” Aviln said.

I anyone fimds the resulis
offensive or almming, all e
better, Axila said.

“Tenple should he offend-

" ed, They shauld bz mad that

childien and per-;-lc are dying
in their sireets,” Avila said.
“This is everyone's city. but
s like 2 Thind World country
— people are hungry, home-
less. and the youth are killing
each other. If the kids” expres-
sions diaw attention to that, or
help change tiings at all, that's
a positive. As painful as it is.”

Getting political

Ivory Juatez was 17 when
she wrote a poem titled "“The
Community,” published last
year in a 2004 collection 3
Crossed to Plant a Seed.”

Her rhyme saddled city
povernment officials with a

. measure of blame for the state
. of affairs in San Bemardino. -

“I look al my community
and the grounds

that we meet, 50 mnch
arery.

The neighboriood lonks so
dead beat, Abandoned

howses'is what { see . . .

The City courvel fsnl ——

_ they should siart

thinking obout stuff rhar is
fepit

Stuff that matters to the
community and

especiatly for our schools to
better help

Whar we Jiave left.”

Inner search

George Gonzales. |5, a stu.

Courkisy Inugus
The drawin

Barrio.”

det ot S Bemarding . High
Scheol, -exploved: a° personal
path in a pocm last year titled
“i 1 Could.”

I Fconddd p.'urir myfeff all
over Again

Andd tive a better life :

I would regret seeing peo-
ple get stabbed with kxifes -

Get away frout &l of iy
problews . k .

Manus ahways 17 iping

I got cats Iz’ﬂ'ng me they
waana cofolt me sifpping

So they can kick my ass

Souctimes § wonder how
tong frs gornu fast

And why

I got so many prygblems |
feel like breaking down to cry

But 't holding it inside

For as Iong as f can

fut its ust toe mch —

‘Drap guns’

Young local ariists also
focus vn contraceplion, sex-
vally transmitted diseases
and tegn pregnancy.

In another “3 Crossed 10
Plant a Seed” entry, -two
girks exchange lines in acau-
licnary poem, “Dialogue of
the Pretly Boys."

Marshay: “Yeah 'it was
cool but we didn'r use pro-
tection, I'm fucky thongh be-
coese 1o not pregnant and |
den't have any infection.”

Ivory: "Girl you are so
teeky Inet dem't ever visk your
tife for o presty by ..

Tust ‘as rap music and in-
dependent filmmakers docu-
mented urban rage belore
the 1992 Los Angeles riots,
pop culire reflected sim-
mering problems in the im-
migrant subnrbs of France
years before civil wnrest
sparked by alleged police
brutality spread from city to
city fast month.

" community meetings,”

above and written words at
lolt refiect life in San Bemardino Irom the
]]:_erspeclfve of 11-year-old Danila Taylor,
hese words and images were published
in 2000 wilh many more like them in a
booklel litted “No Regrets: Wescipe del

Children's words and images — like those
in the booklet and from Wynae and Deon
— sound a waming for grown-ups,
including cily leadlers, experts 5°Y-

It remains to.be secen
whether art foretells the fu-
tune of San Hesnardino. or if
it simply mirrors wha's alb-
ready happened.: In" the
meantime, Incal youngsters
are documenting life and
death their own way and uf-
fering solutions. -

Akont fwe veceks Dapo,’
Mate Maldonade, 19. diew
an’ imsge of two young men
drpping handguns for the
next cover of the mission
newspaper Reality Cheek.

“We wanted 10 do sume-
thing for the community,”

Mabllenddo said. “The ines-
sage is to drop the puns, slop
the kil!ing Because so imny

Lof the victims have been in-

iocént bystander.

While children’s  and
teen’s aet tht reflects crimi-
nal vinlence inay be distueb-
ing, yaungsters” efforls pres-
ent an opporienity, Shipley’
said. -

“These imapes can be
used as a springbeard 1o
open discussicns,” Shipley
said, “Between children and
their parents and teachers.
Between children and palice
officers, ag well, Too many
children today learn abont
the police through hip-hop
music and imagery.

“Even elecled uolficials
can use these imnpges as a
platform o spur dizdepue ag
Ship-
ley said. “What could be
more important than consid-
ering children's fears and
emotions in all this? When
we listen to children, and do
our best to protect them,
we're protecting oursclves
and our future.”

Contact writer Guy McCarthy al
{904 335-581% or via e-mail Al
guy.me e thy@sbsira com.
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.’reschools:
A lifetime

investment
in children

By Emily Sachs
Staff Writer -

The boy is big for his age, which en-
. ables him te size up a room of other
people and make his domination
known. o :

He is confident and greets others,
-but he’can’t compromise, he throws
fits when he doesn’t __ :
get his ‘way, and he JP° ) .
shows no - empathy A lll d )
when others get hurt. N

Not yet even 4, he
has already faced be-
ing kicked out of his

_preschool' for his be-. WHA'I' CAN

ior, which directly
us from his - WE DO?
multuous and abusive o
home life in -a toigh neighborhood,
gaid Shealia K. Carvin, director of
Heigh Ho State Preschool in San
Bernardino, where the unidentified
boy is a student.
“ wanted him to stay,” Carvin said.
«] wanted to work with him because
we needed to try to do that. We needed
to tryto help? == R
Carvin- believes so strongly in the
benefits. of preschool that the 20-year
veteran of the early education systein
has lobbied in Sacramento for univer-
sal preschool. -~ S
In the wake of a decade-high record
of homicidés ‘in the city of San
Bernardino, preschoo} is- just one of a
number of solutions that could stem |
the violence, if not now then in the
long-term future.
Among -other things, studies have
-shown that people who had at least one
“year of preschool are more likely to
complete high school and go on to col-
lege, less likely to be in special educa-
tion or held back, and less likely to

- ——

See PRESCHOOL / Page A8
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 ¢le, a community partnership

tribute to 11-yeéar-old Mynesha
..Crenshaw, whose life was cut

‘Editor Steve Lambert told the
- crowd of invited guests: “What

o . to 40 community léaders

) Friday, December 9, 2005

e

Group discusses
assault on crime

- By Gina Tenorio
’ Staff Writer

'SAN BERNARDINO —

- Community" leaders gathered
“Thursday night to speak, listen

and exchange ideas about how
to clean the city of crime.

. At its . office on Gannett
Parkway, The Sun ‘hosted the
first meeting of Mynesha’s Cir-

created by the newspaper in

short by gang violence.
“This is all about solutions,”

canr we do?
posed this question to

from the fields of law enforce-
ment, religion, business, educa-
tion and government and
opened.a torrent of ideas that
flowed from the group.

“] was here when we were
named the All-American City.”
gaid Betty Dean Anderson, a
former San Bernardino coun-
cilwoman. 1 was here when
we were named murder capital
of the world.” ~
~ San Bemardino police have
reported 56 homicides this
year. For the past two yeais, the
city of 200,000 has been

. ranked among the 25 most dan-

gerous in the nation.
” Mynesha’s death Nov. 13 —

“she .was fatally shot when sus-

_pected gang members sprayed

an apartment in the Del Rosa
area — has galvanized the
ass T

See CIRCLE / Page A8

 suggested Thursday night
at The Sun 1o take a

" huge bite out of crime: :

T

i

SOLUTIONS
1, Honor Mynesha. Keep
her memory-alive so that
others will remember.

2. Hold people
accountable for their acts
and make them under-
stand the value of life.

3. Combine resources:
Organize safety groups
together, create a_:data
‘pank that law
enforcement can.access L[]
. identify problem spots.
‘A. Create hope, '

5. Push funding agenda.

e
LEET: John Ragsdale of Highland talks Thursday

ninht at the first meeting of My

Residents and communl

nesha’s Circle at The

jeaders gathered to

. . solutions to problems associated with crime.

Brett K. Snow/Staft photographer

WHAT T0 D0

. Among the mings-

“It's an issue that
concerns all of us. We

all have a vested.
interest in what goes
onin our community.’

ARTURO DELGADO

‘ Shperintendenl, $an Bemardino City

Unified School District

~*lt's important to relay

information to the
community on how it
needs to be involved.
They are important as
" a component”
WALTER JARMAN

President,
NAACP-San Bernardino branch

JUDITH VALLES

San Bernardino mayor

As parents, we need
to take responsibility
for our children. 1
appreciate the paper
advocating for more
after-school programs.
Faith communities are
doing as much as
they can. But we need
to coordinate our
efforts to do much
more. The whole
community has 10
come together.

In many cases, we
do, and we have.
We just have to be
more vigitant”

“My desire would be

that something would

come out that would
have a long-term
positive effect in
San Bemardino
and surrounding -

communities.’

RIKKE VAN JOHNSON

San Bemardino counciiman

- —

“Some of the -
solutions are as easy
or as simple as letting

people know what
services are available
to them!

GARY UNDERWOOD

Police chief, San Bemardino City
Unified School District

GET INVOLVED

Join The Sun's online town
hall forum by visiting the
Troubied Town blog.

CATCH P - g
‘Read past stories from our -
Troubled Town-coverage.

WWW.SBSUN.COM
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Life

continued from page A1

At home, his uncles were carly
members of the Crips, a notorious

- Los Angeles street gang.
- By age 12, he had joined 2 gang
himself, despite having moved to
Pomona to live: with his aunt, a

_ former probation officer in Los -

Angeles County

The years since have been a L

- blur of crime and punishment.

“At 13, he was given-a juvenile | ‘

life sentence in the California
Youth Authority for assanlt with a

-deadly weapon. Three months af-

ter his release fromn CYA at age 18,
he was behind bars again. Now
29, he has served time in some of
the most dangerous prisons in Cal-

ifornia —Tehachapi, Corcoran, '

Pelican Bay and Salmas State Pen—
,itentiary.
" His longest stretch of ﬁacdom

 since age 13 was 16 months, much |

of which he spent on the run.

Chistopher Leéwisis a criminal.

But he is also a victim of a cul-
* ture of viclence that has tumed.im-

poverished .. communities * into

feedmg grounds for what experts '
' say are complex ctiminal entér-

il

prises or, Iore: sunply, gangs
“Evgryone is a-victim of gang
violence,”- said: Jose Espinoza, a
* Eoj Augclss detecuvc who’s spent ;
-more than 30, years working gang
‘neighborhoods. “You’ve got 1o go’
back and:get them when they're ;
Kids. Many of ‘these gang mem-
bers get _]umpq_agi in as early as Imd-
dle school.™
Nanonwxde gang actmty ison |
the. rise, and hormicides are up .
more than’ 50 percent, Espmoza
saud e

!

In San Bemardino, where
Lewis most recently lived, crime
has becomne a central issue in city
politics following the gang-related
slaying of 1l-year-old Mynesha

Crenshaw - last month. With the .

city ranking . among the top 25
most - dangerous in the United
States for two years running, resi-
dents are ‘demanding action, and
city leaders ére scrambling 10 re-
spond

WhJIe lhe most audible cry is
for more pohcc on the streets, all
aclcnowledge the problem is far
more complex. and that real solu-
tions must comie from the coinmu-
nity and focus not just on law en-
forcement, but ultunately on better
living, ** :
Ll.ke many, 1f not most, Lewis,
too wants better life. Married
be -wants out of

. He. recogmz.es

good; cscape unhkcly ,
“If ope- thing is predmtable in
my life; it’s that I can nevefchange "

who I am;”” hie said. “I can never :
____ straightup whoyou

geta break o
L!fe-ﬂf.m*e"w

“Give me DdubleDoublc, an- -

imal style;” Lewis barks at the
menu in an  In-N-Out Burger
drive-through: . Then, turning:
“Can't helpit. P'm a big boy.”

It’s fall 2005, and Lewis has
been free from Salinas Valley for
nearly a year, It won’t last, though,
It never does..~ -

At the window, - the drive-
through clerk is” apprehensive.
Maybe it’s the tattoo on Lewis’
arm. It says “Cop Killer” in bold
black prison paint.

Lewis hands over his money
and accepts his food in silence,
Then, pulling away, he reflects:
“Can’t do nothing right now about

the mxs, It (3 who I am.’

Raised in ‘South Central Los )

'Angeles, an ‘arca figtoricus for
gang’ activity, Lewis has’ lived in

the heart of violence all his life. <

After joining the: Cnps hc:_- _
moved to Pomona and-lived in -
 the -Angela-Chanslor neighbor- ..
hood, one of that city’s most dan-

gerous communities.

. As. he grew older, his crimes -
. becdme - more - serious. Armed

Hc began ‘picking ﬁEhtS in the

cafetena in his first week to show -
other ' gang: leaders ‘he wasn’t
s0meone 10 be' “me&sed with.”

‘EThe fighting -was"vicious, he
said Ithad o be. . . -

T live my life on the’ oﬂ'ensc,
he “said “Otherwme'? lhey*d kill

} robbery. Assdult. He spent more - - Himsel

time In prison: than at home.
‘That's where younger. gang
mcmbers becomc “soldiers,“ he

“Ydu got ‘to !s low t.hem

Lewis didn’t:wail
mark in prison.” .

* st compcllmg ‘He also'spent a

large ‘majority of his " reading
leammg_about hip-hop and ran
*Since. the begmnmg “of

nien have waged war,” he'sa
grew up in a war zone T'in a sol-

: d1ervnlhanX—gcne -y

After seven years:



Serina Lewis, 34, o an Bemardino holds a phate of Christopher Lewis, left, and their child, N
Recordin in San Bemardino. . . - :

Thomas R. CordovasStaft photographer

Lewis hangs out at the San Bernardino recording studio 2
Xtreme 4 Recordin in June.

Gabwief Acosta/ Staf photographer
eveah,.1, at 2 Xtreme 4
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Crime

continued from page Al

counties that have used available
resources to push gangs out.

M Police have been unable to
keep pace with homicide investi-
gations, failing to arrest suspécts
in four of every 10 homicides in
the past decade. :

@ Political  infighting. and
union dissent have undermined a
police beat system introduced in
2002 to reduce street crime.

‘Bl Already under-staffed to
patrol existing beats on the street
level, law enforcement authorit-
ies face the additional challenge
of an entire network of unin-
tended, subterranean shortculs
and hideouts used by innocents
and criminals alike — the web
of flood-control
-ditches and basins where people
routinely go but police do not.

In spite of hard truths that
lurk in any long-term, dispas-
sionate asséssment of cause and
effects in San Bernardino, local
leaders have commilted in the
past two months to deing what-
ever's necessary to make the
city’s streets safer for children
like Mynesha.

Steps that may contribute to
real results include:

B Substantial increases in
police patrols in city and unin-
corporated areas.

channels, .

" B More aggressive gang en-
forcement: commitments from
the district attorney.

B Comprehensive anti-crime
platforms from both remaining
mayoral candidates.

B A tougher city stance to-
ward owners of apartment com-
plexes where lower-income and
middle-income tenants face an
environment that breeds crime.

Emergence of local leaders
at the grassroots level. People
who care about what happens on
their streets and in their neigh-
borhoods have stepped forward
to ensure their voices are heard.

However many more police
officers the city decides to place
on the streets in 2006, San Ber-
nardino leaders and residents
face a daunting task in confront-
ing the underlying causes that
led to the killing of Mynesha
Crenshaw.,

The recent formation of My-
nesha’s Circle, a broad-based
coalition of elected leaders, law
enforcement, activists and con-
cerned citizens, may ensure that
public safety in San Bernzrdino
remains the city’s top priority in
2006.

But whether her life and
death can truly make a differ-
ence remains to be seen.

Contact writer Guy McCarthy at
(909) 386-3872 or via e-mail at
guy.mccarthy@shbsun.com.
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still fresh.”

Earl Wood
He was a transient who had
come back to San Bernardino. It
. was a choice that cost him his
life.

Earl Donald Wood, 54, died at

"Lytle Creek Park, having en-
dured repeated blows with a
stick to his head. He had been
living in the High Desert but re-
tumed to San Bemardino.

The attack appeared to be a
robbery as Wood’s pockets were
turned outward. The stick was
found nearby.

~ James Bumnside -

" Jimmy Bumnside liked to help.

Several years ago, the muffier
on his brother’s car roared each
time it ran. Burnside decided he
would buy a new muffler for his
brother, Ray.

“He took his last dollars and
got it repaired,” recalled Ray
Burnside, 51,. “He said, ‘Don’t
worry about it, you're my
brother.” ”

Burnside, a San Bernardino
native, was just like that. He was
a fix-it sort of guy, And if some-
one needed something fixed but
couldn’t afford it, he would still
take the job.

“Just pay me what you can”
could have been his mantra, said
his brother.

In a strange twist that ended
Bumside’s life; a first cousin is
accused of killing him at the age
of 56. His brother said he had no
clue what erupted between them.

What makes it so0 bizarre, Ray
Burnside said, is two of his other
brothers died at the hands of.an-
other relative back in 1974.

' Parker I1I.

Parker, 22, hadn’t had a

chance 1o see his boy, who was

all of 2 weeks old. But on March
17, he called his sister, Mer-
cedes, who was visiting with the
child’s mother.

Parker would be amvmg soon

_to see the boy, he told his sister.

"“He called me and was ask-
ing, “What does he look like?"”
Mercedes Parker said. “What's
he doing7” '

Parker never made it. He was

shot and killed beforc he had the.

chance.

The slaying walioped the
Parker family. Out of fear, his
mother moved out of town. The
rest of the family will follow

-when they can, said Mercedes

Parker, 22,

© It was always a close-knit
family. Parker sometimes re-
paired cars at his father’s car
shop. He loved going to boxing
matches, and once bought two
sets of boxing gloves to stage
mini-matches.

He even had the chance to see
the mercurial boxing champ
Mike TFyson fight in person,
thanks to a trip orchestrated by
his father.

It was another instance of

someone who strived to get as
much out of life as he could, she
said.

“He was taken too young,” his
sister said. “Way, way too
young.”

Deshaun Jones

Paramedics discovered De-
shaun Marquette Jores on a side-
walk on North Mountain View
moments before dying from a
gunshot.

Jones, 36, had been shot in the
head just outside of his apart-
ment.

Townsend, 25, was found
dead on Mountain View Avenue,

She had been living with her.

grandmother in the drab, olive-
colored complex.

Her child lived with ler and
the rest of the family.
- “I don’t want to talk about any
stories of her,” said a man who

answered the door where she
lived. The man claimed to be the
father of Townsend’s child,

Jerome Edwards

If only Jeromé Demell Ed-
wards’ job in Arizona had started
earlier.

Edwards, 33, was on the verge

- of heading east for a construc-

tion job. It was the next step in

the 23-year-old man’s move to- -

ward a respectable life.

But Edwards lost the chance
after stopping at a convenience
store for some cigarettes on May

- 31. He was shot and Killed.

“Wrong place, wrong time,”
said Don Forhriep, his 59-year-
old stepfather. “He had been in
prison before. But he was really
trying to clean his life up.

“He knew he was wrong and
he had paid for his time.”

Forhriep misses the energy
Edwards always displayed. -

“He was on the go,” Forhriep
said. “He got off on stulf like
that.”

Forhriep recalled a time tree-
trimming in the backyard. Ed-
wards had a broken arm but saw
his stepfather at work. He
grabbed a chainsaw and scaled a
ladder to begin cutting w1th his
one good arm.

- The energy apparently was
misplaced because the next thing
Forhriep knew, Edwards had
tumbled off the ladder.

“He was just "like that,”
Forhriep said with a chuckle.

Richard Hollins

Richard Marquis Hollins was

found dead at Seccombe Lake
Park. He was found with a gun-
shot wound to the abdomen.

Javier Diaz

For almost all of his adult life,
Javier Diaz could be found

- somewhere close to his wife.

-Diaz,. 73, adored his be-
trothed, Toni. Together, they
owned and operated Toni's Mar-

“ket in ‘San Bernardino. Diaz’s

son-in-law, Caesar Gutierrez, re-
members as a child how Diaz
would be baking and his wife
running the cash register.

“You know your buddies at
work?’ Gutierrez said. “She was
his buddy.”

But there was one other love
that could take Diaz away from
his beloved Toni, if only for a
few hours. '

“That’s one dude who loved

playing golf,” Gutierrez said.

“He played tournaments, chari-
ties, anything he could. And he
had so many sets of clubs.”

Diaz nearly was forced to give
up the game some 20 years ago
after suffering a stroke that para-
lyzed his left side. But Diaz
spent countless hours retraining
his body to play.

Toni Diaz passed away in the
spring of 2005. Three months
later, to the day, Diaz was killed
by a man police say is a young
trapsient,



-$alnT) [2ISA9S 13( 10US
ueyy pue puasumol, 0} Ayauq
sxeds ‘reo yoedwior NoE[G ¥ JO
N0 108 UBW B PrES SOSSAWIIM

: "ur paal] 2us xofd

-woo juswede pajepiderp oW

' W01y UMOP SSNOY U0 Joysung e
WOIj PaIp PUSSUMOL ©SSIUBA

PUISUMO] ESSOUBA

. + JPOD). 03 950[0 A¥oa ‘AIea

198 0) pajuEm By pres oY ‘uonn|o

-591 §, 189X maN S1Y 10 "prey os

- 1s0f 831, "€ ‘SO PIES 'S3AlL
- mo oy Aol yBno1q skemie sH,,

- 'yoIMyo STY O3 ST 03 SUIoS
‘1o Supped osfe ‘osyoded suy
woyy s[fiq 103 Aouow 19y BTN}
oH “SQHD Heyy 198 pfnod woq
09 NooMm © SOUIR 991U} [OOYDS
Jydu pspusne A “Ia11e 0L,

“I5UI00
au) petxm A[nal pey Inq sleak
1o1aEs STy up o[qnon ul Bumad
s pefddnns pey £oq 19H 'U0S
PoAO[aq Jay INOWim SSOf € I®
st ‘sd({Iyd PIAAS “IoUIOW SIH

oUW IpTm 30UBP SN
¥ Op pue purey AW 3¢} pue 3Wod
.P,8Y PUY,, "$E “ROBRUDUIIA] STUUOD)
pres . ‘peq 300l | ‘U8, ‘Aes pue
Joupw Ay ul Juroo[ 29 P.L,

. "MOT 113}
ays JoAduUSUM 30UEP-puE-Su0s
A1003.® Op PINOM ‘| ABJA[ U0 10US
-ung e Aq Ure[s sem oY uaym L]
s OUM ‘UOSpOS I9Y M0 palaq
SUISWIB]  BIRUOUI IIUNOD

" ymegs o3 9ov(d pood € sdem
-[e Ses RORUDUTAL IRl SUIpUL
‘dn-swi-yord & popseu nok JI

eoeloully YHelW

" qTeusI], sIposyl vQ_,.... x@ ASTOTA

-0 PITYD PIU STY JO 4151q Y,
19)deq S1poay]

-Burpuad a1e s9sED SY, "UiESp UL
palnsal jew § Jo oFe 2yl epun
piyo ® Supnesse gia pesreyd

ussq aoaey $uered IBH

"usUIop

-qe m.,EEo a1 uo Sursiniq paid

-ADDSIp SI0IO0P ‘BUlAlIR IayE
Apuoys paip aUs sIsym feidsoy e
01 p3{SU $Bm PIIYD R 13UV
- raonod
p[o1 51dnoo ot ‘Jutgesiq Afareq
pue painfu1 punoy usq pey P2
3y ‘SWOY I 01 sotpawered
pouowwns siualed s ouUNe[
, *J[esI91] JO 18D
2311 10U P[NOD JUTTTE ‘SYIUOW §]

_jo =8e o e 'esneoeq SIBYL

31 SuTeUI JO 90UBYD ISANIN

au) pey Snss[ o AUl ‘S00T
U1 SWHd1A IOpINW 34 O {1 JO.

snsaf aQ e

“1ap
1w Jay YIa wiy pafIeys pue
pUSNJAOQ sl PHSaLIE $21[0d

We ¢ 910§
~2q AT)MOUS pRAlLIE so1pod usym
pesp Sem UBWIOM PlO-Ted4-8]
ay ], ‘eAlans o 2[83rys € dn jud
oys aroym [0 28po ouodg
ayy ApISUI 1SPYD Jay 0) Spuncs
Qs [RI2A9S PIUIEISNS NS

2
13y Jo3 W48y & Uy J{es1ey pund)
A[Ueppns sujo)-33159g uoyssd
3[0oTyS ‘Iayioiq oy Aq . pIjual
wWOOI [J10W. B Fumnisia S[TUM,

sujjj0g-1asag 2j0dS

Qs jo
yos eyl ‘8t 10U ‘s8ued Jjo Mo
£eas 01 sSUTQIS ST [[91 P,9H 'SeA
AI[ees oH,, 'pies oys ‘puncte
2] STY Wimi ¢ Suikn sem 9H,,
‘JUIpEIED) YA
loqu3reu pa[[EdAI qusunytede
Ioy paueal ‘g1 ‘ZAIuey SIOM
0] lUoA ISYIOW SIU USYM
‘Taferd
adAd Playpuey si uc uell
-Iopidg,, Uolem s123sTunos o
191 p,3Y IO ‘s3upnng usuyede
£1015-0/) 921} USIMISQ SSEIB
yiomyored ‘ApeSfex sy doje
Q3L pure 35008-yonp-onp JO
goured ur spry pea| pInom I
=N (g
Yejney JION uo wounrede Iay
@} Ioyioul SiYf Uil Ul paAoll 1saf
pey zaauey sIpRYD SIUER[
' I.Eua
moqe - &1lom 01 2ay 1UPID
1 pu® JNO QUL 131 P,L,, ‘gmaydau

s, Zoflwey JO Om} OF JUME

s ‘za1agd SlElEN Ppres s
yim pood [ea1 Suope 102 3,
"s[eosel pooyloqysieu
sy 03 preydeys pakerd zenuwey
s1aUm S sIoopino sdols Mg
v jueuntede e apisul O nady
JO SINOY ATed 3u) UL ZaIUrey Au
- UMOp Pouund auoaweg
: -10309101d 19U $8TLU
[0S SAINJ ¥BHTRJ JO PUI yuUou
SU1 JE AAI OYm UIPIYD YL

Zoawey sawef

S 07 TddY

SaNn}

181 10Us pel OUMm AES JCU P[OM
zalezuon) ‘Avon jo g ' Ul

100 Bulal]

18y JO 100]} 91 U0 UM Y

punoj S0 ‘laquisw Jued

pio-1eek-¢7 umouy e 4q ‘321

pue jorq U3 UI '321m]l JOUS But
-2q Ie)e PaIp PIo-1894-L% UL

 -zejezuol dn[epens)

vuEly Sul[{ jo pesnose uell

sy jo 1sewe ayy 01 paf Furders

Sued e Suiajoaur dn 2l Y

Za|jezuoy)
adnjepens) euep

K

"315U) SUTALLIE I31Je SINOY
om) uByy §59] Palp 1nq [edsoy
¥ e JUSIEIN [EOIPIWl A3l
01 uSnous Fuol pealj A0peD

‘Burusan
e AlTes maf) 18yl S19][ng U JO
s7In0S AU} usq Japy Kew Sull
-STA SEA\ AOPOL) SI3tm 95TOY 31
Surssed uoas stm I 19Z8ld 19
-0IASYD) B 9ADI[3] SATLIGINY -
“STA € 10] }2BQ WIY JyBnolq
SurIsWIOS MOYs SPIO3AT ‘INOS
DoAOWT 22UIS PeYy Ing 911 sty Ui
IPMIEs OUIpIEWISY UEBS UT Paal]
pey ‘Lz ‘AOpoD 00SIOUBIA
-ourpIeuzag ues ui yotod e uo
palp 1nq BUOIOD UI P3AI 3H

£opoxy) odsipuel]

+So7



'Pl0 sIeak Gz sem AGS[NOD

‘paisale I9jef sem J21004S

payoadsns osyJ, “pesdeljoo pue

‘preAimos

jo1s “sem  Kqsmogy

Sy oBed/ g3 seg

S our moputm e Jo o Sur
- -duinf pue jusurrede s, pusuypg
STy yBnory;- Jdruung iy

Lo sy
103 Sulesyy Aqs[nog) yya] xoﬂmEoQ

31 JO SpIsine wew Iayl0uE Yyim

UNosus uy ‘Juaunrede S puaLyy,

-MI3 sy 01 3uoS. pey Aqsinon
‘aBewrr opnp uespo, sy pares
SUOAISAS Jeym JO jred sea YoTUM
‘U PaAI] oy Kem i sul peaeys
pesy siy Sumed reyye ng
*0s Su10p JO ssa001d
S0 UL are 10 9897100 parenpeis
oue aaey oym sunqrs sermy
13m0 s utof o3 wiy Surrqeua
“5985E]0 ST 399738 uos 1oy disy
03 330 Yaam oy usye) pey ayg
: ‘pres
[us . ‘soed ySw oy ur s{emre
SeM 1IeaY S g *Sury JySu
Op 1 2[qe sem[e 3 usem aH,,
) “Jusuniedop suorsstn
~PE 303 Ur S3ICom SUs asaym ‘a9
100 Lununwoy SPISISATY 0
perdeooe sem oy, Iaye fog xoy
Ul JUSUIIONS MIU T MES oS Ing
uosud ur juns e ‘papnrour yotym
‘sa[83nxs Jo-oreys ‘ST pey ‘usip
-14o Inoy jo suo ‘dos 1oy jer
nowvﬂko:uﬂom Dyow sy
« 49IE UOOS 1n0 Funjiom aq
pue dojs usy) pue yjy SIY 0} 383
PIRoA 3y ‘siepljoy ayy punory,,
Uy Jo ‘6 ‘Aqsinon espueg
PIBS ,'SHUIN] S1y mouy & ing,,
"PaATes skeme o1o/4 saqLI0AE] STy
eInsSus o)  nuawi sy Sugerndrr:
“elL, SIY pafren Ajruey sry jeysa

10y snowrey fem op Puwell o1

~3001-¢ “1yB1ys siy wo A[qeaonou
3Q pug 352210U1 pImom 1yStem 1y
UM ‘Seunsuy) punore Apreqn
-Olured *ssumn arem s1et ‘amg-

‘£qstnony

BIPUBS “JSUIOUI STY paj[eoal ‘unys

iy dsay pinoo Surmonrpuos a1
“39{e MOy paures] pue £poq sty
ojut 418 Afenusas Agsinon

. . .an. WQZH*Uwv 0E¢W—H
-omU sty pareuse Agsinon 897
PIeApY Teueyg ‘prrys 1ySrem
~19A0 uB se s{ep sy woig

B.m.:ow leueyg

‘paresddesip wySiuy pue ‘J9a0

1 popuRy URIUCA SUT, "[TRWI SIY

10} PoYSE PUE 00D 19y 1B PRAU
-Ie WAy ‘UoISEI0 SUO UQ

WY mouy

Luplp ays ydnoyie “yduy

JI0J [reuI FUIA1021 PI[[R9I JOANS

BIOEOY UO S2AIl OYm UBLIOM
V WEUY Jo umouy S1 amry

19208 YT 159M

U0 [9101] B JO JUCI UT peap punoy

sem yBy ydesog Lureq usym
WSidep 21050q Jsnf sem I

WSy Aneg

IS I

AMOYS
splooaz ‘sasuspyo Aned Jo piosai
reuruiro AipSua] e pey Uiy

‘[2104 Ureyd v ojut’

psulny usaq 2ouls SEY pue aIy
© PIUIEISTS JBY) 2[E00] HOSa1-158]
JUSI-MO[ B ‘I30H J9sung oyl ut
PaAT} uuIn ‘Juted suo 1y *siead
Te13A98 1sed S J0] ourpieuIeg
URG UT P3AJ PEL PUB SBX3], WOI]
Sem UILID 2)BJIPUI SP100ey
'199,8 o Ul SuIA] premiaye

- Aoys urgun punoj aotod.

_ ‘sjoysung adnnw
P Afpajeadar vews pjo-mmeA-7g
AW 3un(ins *s11y pausdoe Ly,

” - 12948 9onudg Suope
WS o Ul 298] ULLIS) Haqoy
951025) POINOIUOD UMW S9IYT,

Uy 98109

T

« 3191 sem o

‘pasowr ays wm A19a9 NI 19y

padiey sdemie oY, "pres euedep

BSAIQY, 'IONA] B St0Im 3YS ydnu
08 Wy sesstur 1aysnep A,

'§9Al1B]21 Surasud

Jo 1504 ® pue 1yInep oSeuoa) v

puIyaq Sulaee] ‘auod st oy ‘moN

104 wiI-8uo] swos Joj sadoy

pey pue Auedwod Sumno-asy
g AqQ paI uesq pey oy ng

“SInIIqe paLrea

ST po Suimoys s{emle sem 2y

pamsus juswkordwrs Surdueyo .

-19A3 9S0UMm  SopeI-j[e-Jo-yoel
® Se Of] Fumiom SIy JO 150w
wads sy ‘pres ays ‘yiesp sy
01 dni Suipea] syeem oy ur Addey
u29q pey euedely olsquingy
: T
-5q }Ue2 [[us I, ‘pies-vueSepy
BSIRY, I9UI0IQ SIY Inoge peul
-10#. SE ] pregsny AW ppod
‘suoyIolow siy spisine Jur
-100US ' UT Jpreyqan) Aoy gim
Suofe ‘peyqiy sem oY ‘Suife]s 5,01
~I2qUINY JO SmaU ) yim ann
peaoid uontmur Isy ‘Ajpes
‘mai8 sreay asol
‘fep su0 Aq owoo juplp Bued
-BJA] OLISGUINY] 1OV Yoo Iay10
A1243 URLL USIjO S10W Aq SWIOD
PUE [ryareds 3q o1 ‘gp ‘euedey 0)
-ISQUINY ‘PANE[I 1Y PIO} JYS
- 'MB[-UL-JU01Q J9Y 10}
HISIUOD M J950q Sem euedely
BSIIIT, ‘SIUOW OM] JNOGR J0.

euesey opaquiny

SN 3N

12 oo L

"PIES IPIRYGSD
201y ooy 3unwon s Jayiow
Y uaym Bunyse sdaoy ayg,,

‘pa[qnon Ajerosdsa si

‘safa enbsajqrews ‘umolq ‘wysuq

pue ey umolq Xdmj sey 7 jo

53¢ 2y 18 oym PIIYd snoooad v

‘BIJID2]) "PILY SSO[ 9l Ua3el 3ARY
UDIPIIY 2y ‘paicedxs sy

. MOUY I3A3U

nok Ing ‘yieay Aw aAvy [0S T,

‘L9 ST Oym “1pIeyqan) IJHY pres

WA JO 2Ied el 01 9IgE 29
[114 T 8uol moy mouy 3,Uop 1.,

‘81

pue g ‘g ‘c ‘z ‘1 21e sade ssoym

‘spry s, 13ySnep 19y esrer Eu
-doy st 1preygen 201y ‘moN

"paAwS sey

Jaow Iy Jey adojsaua. a8m|
® [|lJ MOU S2LI0IS §,1pIeyqan)

‘UBUI PRSP A1) M40Uuy

J0U PIP 9YS S9ARN[q Iaylow

SIY Ing Iesjdun ST IpIeyqan

o} dmsuope[ar sy -Sunooys

AUl Ul We[S sem OSTe ‘g ‘eued
- ~2JA opRquuny] Jadures e jo spis

-IN0 UMDD pauung seam JpIeyqan
‘paALLIe I9N19] SY) Iy AJII0YS
IpIRUQan) 92I[V ‘Iayiouwl
19y pres ‘Nrom Y JWgns o)
191 FUIySE J9119] B PRALEDAI IpILy
-qa0) ‘W] suo FuIydeal Iy
: ‘asnoy
Surystiqnd e 1oBIU00 03 10y pade
-InooUa A3y] pue ‘SIayoes) 5pIy
I3 01 WsK JO SUI0S pamoys
US '$o0q susIp[iys Juillim
uedaq pro-1ead-L¢ Syl 0§
. 'sofe1 SumBiou Wi pajiy
Sem Pesy §,1pIeygen) uuy Ausy
‘SpIy XIS JO Joyjowr a3 Sureg

Jpieygay Auoy




Susano Torres

Few deaths fit the tragic de-
scription — senseless violence
— better than the -slaying of
16-year-old Susano Torres at the-
1400 block of North Sierra Way
in the middle of 2 hot Aug. 8 af-

‘Wrong place, wrong time.
Police say that less than an
hour before he gunned “down
Torres and wounded his 19-year-
old brother, Armando, Torres’
shooter killed two men at a

Colton car dealership. :
" uyps very possible {the shoot-
ing) was random,” San Bemardi-
- no police Sgt- Mike Desrochers

said at the time. :

m_

1.0. Rabon Jr.

TD. Rabon Jr. was tall and
athletic with an easygoing man-
ner. !

Someone shot him. His body
was found Aug. 12 on South Wa-
terman Avenue.

Christine Gordon, 51, knew
Rabon since they were children

- playing sports and games at the
Mill Center in the 1960s. Gor-
don's brother George also was

- killed in San Berpardino this
year, giving Gordon, a lifelong
inland Empire resident, 2 goured
outlook on the place she’s al-
ways called home. '

“lcan’t imagine wiy anybody
would want to hurt TD.1wasto-
tally shocked when'1 heard about
it)? Gordon said.

Something happened to the
1anky Rabon, 54, said another

- childhood friend, leading him 10
live a life of {ransiency over the
past few years and be estranged
from his family. Family mem-
bers of Rabon declined to speak
on his behalf.

The salt—and-pepper—haired
Rabon was a fixture along Wa-
- terman Avenue, always with his

bike and often with a bag of alu-

minum cans.

«1°d always se€ him on Water-
man scooting around on a bicy-
cle.” said the friend, who refused

Roberto .
Fernandez-Amador

Roberto Fernandez-Amador
blended like 2 chameleon into
the working-class 1, - Street
neighborhood in which he lived
with his aunt and uncle. .

His neighbor, Teresa Garcia,
60, recalled Femandez—Amador
as a steady, soft-spoken young
man with a rock-solid work
ethic, -~ ]

He worked at a used car lot,
had a girifriend and Joved his tan.
ickup truck, Garcia said.

“Roberto “was just 2 good
boy,” caid Gardia, 56. “Bvery
time I saw him, he was either go-
ing to work of tinkering with his
truck. 1 can still remember hOW
he’d sit in it out of the street 1is-
tening to mariachi music.”

Fernandcz-Amador, 24,
who'd always blended in, Was
noticeably gone. :

o] remember when the cops
camé to the house, and T knew
something was wrong,” Garcia
said, “1 was worried. So 1 went
over, -and his aunt Maria said
they had musdered him.”

Fernandcz—Amador.’s body
wag found . near the street on
West Alturas Street. He’d been

shot.

* Brian Frye

Kevin Frye cares for brown
1977 “Oldsmobile Cutlass

Supreme.

The old car might fetch a few
jundred dollars on the open mar-
ket. But to Frye, 73, the car is in-
valuable.-It's a keeper for the
next decade. :

The car belonged 10 Brian
Wwilliam  Frye.. Kevin's slain
26-year-old prother, and he vows
1o care for it until his 4-year-old
nephew is old enough to have it.

The boy has his father’s sandy

hair and bubbly energy but he’ll

" to give his mame- “Not . riding.

just scooting with one fool o
the ground and one on the bike”

never have his father to talk to.

“The car is a strong reminder
of Brian, and I know he’d want
me to take care of it and give it
to his son,” Kevin Frye said.

Brian Frye was a som, brother
and anchor to his small family,
especially his mom. He was shot
to death and found on Lugo Av-
enue.

His family is close-knit. Frye
grew up in Riverside with his
mother and younger brother. He

“was the de facto man of the
house. Now his brother struggies
to assume his role.

His mother, Shirley Frye, 33,
can’t heal the wounds of losing
her first-born son. She talked
about her som, describing his
smile, his blue eyes, his noble
stubborniess. - a
' She sobbed because her heart
is broken. She now keeps her
son’s ashes in the house.

“Ie’s here, with us, he’ll nev-

er be hurt again,” she said.

Adelaja Russ
Adelaja Russ had made it. He

© was on his way.

«pdelaja grew up here, but he

“was positive and ambitious, and

that took him to Colorado and to
Texas,” said Donald Morris,
Russ’ uncle.

Russ, 26, worked as an opera-
tor for Verizon Information Ser-
vices in San Antonio for nearly a
yeatr.

_ What was meant as a brief.
visit home to see his family, in-
cluding his fiancee and. 6-year-
old son, instead proved to be an
end to his promising future.

Russ was killed when a drive-
by shooter sprayed his grand-
mother’s home on West Virginia
Strect. Russ' family believes the
intended target was a man stand-
ing beside Russ.

Russ' family, big in number
and longtime fixtures in San
Bernardino, struggle to pick up
the pieces. They remember a
gfegarious young man who icok
his infectious smile everywhere,
Moris said.

“We were just talking the oth-
er day about how when Adelaja
was 2, and his father was trying
out being a vegetarlan, Grandma
brought out all this chicken and
meat for supper and the little
l‘)oy, looking up to his dad, said,
Grandma no, we don’t eat meat
anymore.”” ’
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. Richard Jamie
When  Richard Cristobal
 Jamie was a child, he was struck
by a car while riding his bike
-along Avenue E in Yucaipa, re-
calls his former neighbor Susan
- Neff, 59. o :
 “Talways thought the kid was
- very lucky to have not been hurt
real bad when that car hit him,”
‘Neff said. “We warn our grand-
kids to this day to be carefal and
walk their bikes across that
street; it’s like the freeway.”
. Jamie survived speeding cars,
“-but not bullets, ‘

He was killed when" someone
shot him multiple times on
Davidson Street, He was 24,

“Why would anybody want to

" kill that boy?” Neff asked.

Fabian Boone

Brenda Martin and her grand-
son Fabian Boone were perfect

" roommates in their COZY" apart-’

ment. She provided the sage ad-
vice and good cooking, he the
brilliant smile and wry sense of
humor.
_ Martin loved it when her
strapping,  6-foot grandson
would watch television with her,
“lacing banal sitcoms with his
0Wn comedic commentary,
Boone was a good boy, she
said. He was too busy planning
o propose to his girlfriend and
provide a stable family for his 2-
monih-old son to get caught up
in gangs, Martin said. He wanted
to be the father he never had,

So she didn’t worry when she -

was awakened by the | am.
crackle of gunshots Aug. 4. She
heard them reguiarly.

ut minutes later she heard a
knock at her door.
- “Some of his friends said
Fabian had been shot,” 'Martin
recalled as she cried. “I don’t
even remember how I felt or
what I did. T was just overcome ”

A white pickup crept up the
Street. Witnesses reported a man
" jumping cut, producing a hand-
gun and firing multiple rounds,
some of which hit Boone in the
chest, killing him two months
shy of his 19¢h birthday.

Martin believes it was 2 case
of mistaken identity in the dark
night. She said Fabian took
“someone eise’s bulets.”

“I thought things would twm

out different for him, 1 never
thought he'd become one of the
statistics,” said Martin, 60,

Boone’s son is now 6 months
old. Like his father, he’ll grow
up fatherless.

e

James Spivey

Police officers .found James
Spivey, 31, on Notth Sierra Way,
less than a quarter mile from
where Torres and Boone ‘were
shot and killed just less than two
weeks earlier. :

Paramedics dispatched to the
scene pronounced Spivey dead,
spent shell casings scattered
nearby. o

Robert Lucas
" When Robert Lucas, 50, was
choked and stabbed in the neck,
reportedly by two other patients,
his was the first homicide at Pat-
ton State Hospital since 1994,
Another inmate would be

killed at the hospital two months
later.

N

.losephine_ Kelley

Al the age of 90, Josephine
Frances Keiley was too young to
die,

Alert and quick-witted, the
spry Kelley had eluded any hint
of senility, said Susan Hassett,
her daughter, best friend and
roommate.

Tragically, her keen sepses
may have made her a target for
death, Hassett said,

Hassett said she expects her
mother’s slaying, for which no
one has yet been charged, will be
solved. She said the motive was
obbery,

Hassett remains haunted by
her mother’s death. They were
best friends since Hassett’s birth
37 years ago. Her last memory
of her mother is of discovering
her body when she came home.

“I conld do no wrong in my
mom’s eyes. Since I was a little
girl, she was my confidant, al-
ways there for me, always self-
less,” Hassett said. A )

Bom in ap . Irish-Catholic
Chicago enclave, Kelley came to

San Bernardino in 1966 with her -

husband and three children. Has-
sett remembers the wonder and
awe with which the family greet-
ed California.

It’s bitter irony, Hagsett said,
that the place that once brought
the family such life and hope is
now the host of its most devas-
tating loss.

“My mother ioved San
Bemardino, she'loved the area,”
Hassett said. “She saw a change,
but nothing bad had ever affect-
ed her until that day.”

[ E——

James Salazar Jr.

Officers responding to calls of
shots fired discovered lames
Salazar Jr. on the sidewalk on
West Ninth Street suffering from
multiple gunshot wounds.

Officers pronounced:. the
23-year-old dead at the scene. .

A —

Yobani MéndezéRamirez

About 11 p.m., Oct, 13, offi-
cers responded to a call reportin 4
a man had been shot in front of a
residence on West Congress
Street. )

Less than an hour later,
I6-year-old Mendez-Ramirez
was pronounced dead’ at Loma
Linda University Medical Center,

ocL

George Gordon

The last 22 years of George
Gordon’s life were marred by
mental illness, but his core char-
acter traits remnained unchanged.

“George was a quiet Joner, but
a sweet man,” said his sister
Christirie Gordon, 51. )

It has always been a bit of a
mystery. what happened to her
43-year-old brother once he en-
tered adulthood. As a child, he
was an energetic and bright Boy
Scout who loved the outdoors
and was close with his father, He
graduated from Redlands High
School and enrolled at Crafton
Hills College.

But at the age of 21, some-
thing happened.

“George just lost his mind,”

Christine Gordon said. “The -

doctor didn’t know what hap-
pened-’) -

Looking back, Christine said,
her brother had become physi-
cally ill, and that may have dam-
aged his brain. ‘

Buf none of it dulls the sting
of his untimely death. Christine
can’t think of why anyone would
kill her brother, who was a skin-
ny 5-foot-5 with a fear of people.

Now, she feels pain every
time she goes out on the streets
near Del Rosa Avenue, where
Gordon was killed,

“lused to look for George. He
was always walking around, and
I'd stop and talk to him and buy
him a soda,” Christine said. *]
don't look for him now, but I
think about him



Brandon Chrlstopher N
Smlth

adon Smith, 20, was found
4 sout 3:30 a.m. in the park-
"ing 10t of an apartment complex
on West Second Street.

Suffering from a stab wound -

to the chest, Smith was transport-
ed by paramedics to Loma Linda
‘Medical Center, where he was
pronounced dead at 5:43 a.m.

Michael Anthony Devers

A medical response unit was
flagged down by a vehicle occu-
pant who complained of a friend
in need of medical attention.

When the paramedics realized
20-year-old Michael Devers had
been ‘shot, his companions had
afready left. .

Devers was pronounced dead
less thdn an hour later at Loma
Linda University Medical Center.

_Charles Gillespie

" For many, the ghastly discov-
e " 7T3-year-old Charles Gille-
s dismembered body on the
eve of Halloween is. seared into
memory, like a bitter taste or
smell. ‘

Different parts of -Gillespie
were found in two places miles
apart.

Floter Warhop Il

Floter Warhop TI's mother,
Sweet, declined to speak at
length on behalf of her son, but

she did say that Warhop left with

her “a legacy of love.”

He also leaves a legacy of un-
finished life taken too soon by
violence.

Warhop, 39, was found shot in
his GMC truck on West High-
land Avenue, days after his girl-
friend, 36-year-old Maria
Kaminski, was discovered dead

-in her Colton home.

Kaminski’s father, Daniel, said
his daughter had for years dealt
-blackjack at Pechanga Casino.
Kaminski was bom in the Philip-
p- < and had endured the

y of giving birth to a baby
w.... died soon after birth due to
complications of prematurity.

Kaminski sympathizes with
Warhop’s mother.

“Whoever kl]led them kllled

Rlfredo A. Ampoyo

It is a mystery why anyone
would want to harm Alfredo A.
Ampoyo. But someone did.

Ampoyo, 52, was killed near a
bus stop on North D Street.

Ampoyo was a gentle, quiet
man who worked as a home-care
nurse, said Stephanie Roberts, a
friend of Ampoyo's since 2001.

Roberts described Ampoyo as
a shy, slight-of-frame man who
avidly read books and newspa-
pers. Once the timid Ampoyo
trusted someone enough to open
up, Roberts said, he could wow

“with his broad knowledge of

everything from history to hortl-
culture,
“Fred,” as his friends ca]led

" him, was born in_the Philippines

to a native mother and American
Navy serviceman father.

He has an 18-year-old son liv-
ing in Northern Californid.

Roberts is still mystified by
his death.

“Tt doesn’t follow. Fred al-

ways minded his own business -

and would never be aggressive
or confrontational, He was so
gentle,” Roberts said. “All I can
imagine is he didn’t have some-
thing that those who Kkilled him
wamnted.”

Melanie Miers -

" Melanic Miers died nine days
after her 16th birthday, shot in
the head by a drive-by shooter
outside a party on North Moun-
tain View Avenuée.

Miers was a student at San
Bernardino High. Her father,
Rick Miers, described her days
after her death as a kind, caring
and peaceful person.

Miers enjoyed swimming and
playlng water polo and was ac-
tive in a youth group at Our
Lady of the Rosary Cathedral
church.

Jerry Ramirez

It appears forbidden love cost
Jerry Ramirez his life at 22. The
male members of a family, pos-
sibly enraged by Ramirez’ rela-
tionship with a female in their
family, are accused of abducting
and killing him.

Ramirez was discovered Nov.
20 in lower Waterman Canyon,
dead from multiple gunshot
wounds to his head.

Oec 2\

Dwight Wenholz

Dwight Wenholz looked for—
ward to coming home.
It never happened.

Instead, the long-term patient

at Patton State Hospital, origi-
nally committed- for making
bomb threats, died on the hospi-
tal’s bathroom floor, killed by
another inmate. He was 42.

But the pain of Wenholz’s
death didn’t die with him. The
tall, easygoing little brother with
reddish hair and Minnesota roots
is missed.

I can still remember Dwight

as an easygoing, energetic little
jumior high kid.” said Sandy
Wenholz, who is married today
to Dwight Wenholtz’s older
brother, Dwayne. “He was quiet
and gentle always the little
brother.”
. Sandy Wenholz said she and
her family, who live in the Bay
Area, are still miffed as to why
Dwight remained haospitalized.
She and her husband talked to
him regularly on the phone, and
always looked forward to the
thoughtful Christmas cards he
sent.

Angela Marshall

Little is known about Angela
Evvon Marshall, or “Jane Doe”

_ as she was listed in the police te-

port chronicling her homicide.
Marshall was a 27-year-old
black woman who may have
been aged beyond her years.

The report filed by the officer
who discovered her body in a
motel room on North E Street es-
timated Marshall’s age. to be
“30-40.

Marshall had sustained a fatal
injury to the right side of her
head.

Three days later, police arrest-
ed Frank Macias, 49, of San
Bernardino in connection with
the death. He was released two
days later after prosecutors de-
clined to file murder charges.
The District Attorney’s Office
cited insufficient evidence.

- [ I

Alfredo Villela .
Villela, 27, was found shot at

, 775 East Base Line.

He died six days later at Loma
Linda University Medical Cen-
. ter.

Michael Johnson i

tlis hulking frame earned
Michael Lagrand Johnson I1 the
nickname “Truckstop.” But he

" was a gentle giant, soft-spoken
+ and one who enjoyed time to

himself.

Having graduated from Ar-
royo High School in June 2004,
Johnson, 19, was in the period of
aimless searching that can enve-
lope those who have a lull be-
tween high school and the next
step in life,

Those who knew Johnson said
he liked to help people.

The day after Johnson was
gunned down in a drive-by
shooting in front of a home on
North 18th Street, his aunt, Edie
Sales, and his friend Anjellyica
Vasquez, hailed him as a hero.

Vasquez said Johnson, who
was walking toward his car,
pushed her and Johnson's

! 2-year-old cousin into the house,
" saving their lives while his big

body caught the fatal bullet.
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Bafry Jones

- In an incident that police be-
lieved could be related to a
 shooting that claimed an
11-year-old’s life days later, offi-
cers responded to a midnight call
at an apartment compiex on
North Mountain Averiue. ’
Once there, they discovered a

. man shot inside apartment No.

13. He would survive. -

At the same time and initially
unknown to officers, Barry E.
‘Jones, 24, who was shot in the
same incident, was dumped by
someone. at St. Bernardine’s

Hospital. Jones’ shirt was soaked’

" in blood. He died from a gunshot
wound to the chest. -
" Jones was a-known member
of the Pimps, Playboys, Hustlers
and Gangsters gang, police said.

NOL13 -

“Mynesha Crenshaw

Mynesha Crenshaw’s sense-
less death — she was shot and
killed while eating dinner when
bullets ripped through her apart-
ment’s walls — galvanized city-
wide outrage at the escalating vi-
olence. : ’ .

~ But Mynesha had better things
to do with her future than be-
come a symbol of indiscriminate
-violence. She loved cartoons like
SpongeBob SquarePants. She
loved sunflower seeds and pop
music.

She was only 11.

The grim brutality of her
death — her small head and tor-
so were riddled with three bul-
lets — doesn’t lend itself to calis
for community activism or ral-
lies to take back the streets. It
shocks and sickens before it in-
spires.

Still, perhaps the crushing
tragedy of an innocer, little girl

born inte poverty, bouncing
from one blighted complex to
the next before getting caught in
the crossfire, does yield a ray of
light.

. Advocates see her as a symbol
of the heavy toll poverty and its
cohort, violence, exact on each
succeeding generation.

Tami Kay Potter

Tami Kay Potier’s mother, sis-
ter and stepfather can’t under-
stand how a woman who devot-
ed so much of her life to the less
fortunate could be struck down
by the type of person whom she
sought to help.

The day after Thanksgiving,
Potter, 39, was stabbed repeated-
ly in the chest and neck in a
halfway house for parolees on
Wall Avenue, police’ say by a
24-year-old male gang member. .

Potter’s Arizona-based family
is angry and anguished. They ad-
mit to not having as much faith
in the goodness of people as did
their daughter. C

“I just can’t understand it, She
devoted her life to helping: the

-worst off, those who had the

least,” said her mother, Sharon
Joseph. _

Potter worked eight years as a
probation supervisor for the San
Bernardino County Probation
Department and taught criminal
justice courses at area communi-
ty colleges. George Post, a
deputy chief probation officer,
said” Potter - compiled a long
record of solid work perform-
ance evaluations.

“Tami had some very. good
years here. There were people
here who cared a lot about her,”
Post said. :

It is unclear what lurked be-
hind a recent turn in Potter’s life.
Potter had been stricken by de-
pression. Post said Potter’s em-
ployment was terminated by the
department this year, but would

not elaborate. Her mother said

her firing was “unjust.”

The prism through which-

Tami’s family looks at the world
has darkened. _

“She was kind and giving to
everyone, no matter their back-
grounds or problems. Even drug
addicts and criminals, she felt
they all had a chance,” Sharon
Joseph said, sobbing. “And now

she’s been murdered there. You

live in a tarnished place. Califor-
nia has changed dramatically.”

"dren.

Ronald Berver

Those who loved Ronald

Berver knew he was- thinking
about the future.

Fiist on Berver’s list was sell-
ing his gold Ford Escort to buy
Christmas gifts for his four chil-

Instead, Berver was gimned

down next to his car in front of

his godfather’s North Davidson
Street home. He was temporarily
staying - there following a five-
month stint in jail for failing to
appear in court, ’

The 45-year-old was a skilled
mechanic who helped friends
and family fix their cars and ap-
pliances.

His godfather, Tony Valdez,
said he was hoping to get a job
as a mechanic. :

Valdez, his stepson, Bo Botel-
lo, and neighbors who rushed
out to the street after hearing
gunshots were next to Berver
when he took his final breaths

- moments after being shot.

ABOUT THE TOTAL

In 2005, 55 people have been slain
in San Bernardino. Additionally,
three people were kitled in officer-
involved shootings. Two other people
died, but suffered their injuries
previous to- 2005, Two women were
slain in the city’s sphere of influence
but outside of the police depart-
ment’s jurisdiction. Their cases were
handled by the San Berardino

County Sheriff's Department.
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contmued from page A1 -

.- Investigators did not reveal a -

- motive for the shooting.

" " Several residents from the

neighborhood were taken in for

~ questioning. One woman who _}
- asked not to be identified said - {

. she was a witness and was coop- 8
erating. with the investigation,.
. but was . terrified.- She stood

* shaking on the front porch of a
home near where the shoo‘tlng
- oceurred.
. "My perves are frayed,”
" said in Spanish. “And I still have
“ to go to work.” :
She declined to discuss what
* she had seen, in part because she
was too traumatized, she said.
Her hushand, who was aware of
" what his wife had seen paced in-
side the home and begged: his
wife to come inside. = -
“Please,” he said in Spamsh.
“l am so nervous. We are so
scared. We can’t believe what
has happened.” '
.- Monday’s shooting followed
a weekend of gunfire and death,
where one 14-year-old boy was
shot and killed, another was shot
“and wounded, and a '19-year-old
man was shot and killed in Rial-
to by San Bemardino police af-
ter a high-speed pursuit.

- Residents of the neighbor--

. hood surrounding Olive Street

said. their neighborhood, like

many others in San Bernardino,
needs intervention.

“This neighborhood needs
Christ,” said one woman who
sat on her porch observing po-
lice activity. She did not identify
herself but had some onlookers,
many who walked across Moun-
tain View to watch, nodding

- their heads.

) Yolanda‘Mntchel_l, 34, hap-
pened to be driving by when she
saw the squad cars and yellow
tape. She rushed over to check
on her mother, who lives a few
houses down from where the
shooting occurted.

“When I used to live here it
was bad,” she said. “It’s still
bad. A lot of gangs, drugs. That
was back in 1997

she'

Ollve Street residents stand outS|de the scene of a hOlTlICtde in thelr nelghborhood in San-f

Bernardlno on Monday

San Bernardino -

" Memorial
'Ceme!ery

Staﬂ graphlc

San Bemardino had 56 homi-
cides in 2005, according to.San
Bemardino poltce There were
three other deaths that were offi-
cer-involved shootings. )

One of those .deaths — 11-
year-old . Mynesha Crenshaw
who was slain by gang bullets
— sparked outrage among city
residents and a .push for solu-
tions from city officials.

Law enforcement agencies

enacted a quick solution, albeit a
temporary one, that paired Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol with the
San Bernardino County Sher-
iff’s Department to help the San
Bemardino Police Department

patrol the city’s most violent ar-

' _ eas. But the teams, called satura-,

tion patrels, ended on Jan. 1.

Cato, a local activist, said the’

patrols should have stayed'in
place until more San Bernardino

~ police officers could be brought.

in. ) .
“It seems Iike when we had

the large police presence, every-

thing was quiet,” Cato said. “As
soon as that disappeared we're
at’ jt agam, we’'re startmg all
over again.”

The ‘Revy. Ramon Ramos of
Victory Outreach Church in San
Bernardino recently attended a

meeting of Mynesha’s Circle. -

He was saddened to hear of yet

_another young death.

“It’s tragic. It's sad, another

young life, wasted potential,

someone that could’ve been
something,” he said. “It just
gives you more of an urgency to
get out there and make more ofa
difference.”

“It’s a constant reminder that
our work 1sn’t done,” he said of
the ministry that reaches out to
people in the inner city to live
productive lives.

Mayoral candidate and Supe-
rior Court Judge Pat Morris
pointed our that his crime-fight-

‘ing’ plan, dubbed Operzition_
Phoenix, calls for an immediate

installation of-40 more officérs
as well as additional gang-pre-
\_fentlon programs. ‘
“I am horrified by this contin-
ued disaster of gun violence in-
our city,” he said. “People have
talked about getting tough on
crime yet nobody thus far in the
position of authority has backed

[it up with any action.”

" The City Council on Monday
agreed to allow the Police De-

_partnient to create positions for
".35 ‘more-officers — to answer a

demand for greater safety singe
Mynesha was killed in Novem-

. ber.

Morris’ opponcm City Attor-
ney James F. Penman, said there
probably wasn’t anything police
officers could have done to pre-
vent Monday’s shooting.

““Those tragic deaths that arise

-, out of a sudden dispute between

two people, two friends, two
family members, what have you,
the police probably would neves
even be called until after the
crime has occurred,” he said.
“Therefore, we can’t prevent
that type of crime by policing.
That isn’t to say there aren’t oth-
er things you can do, especially
working with youth,”
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January 15, 2006
hter, Cecilia

LEFT: Pewe Salgado, 60, teft, and her daug
Chagotla, 40, both of San Bernarding, imarch Saturday
along Del Rosa Avenue in San Bemardino during the -
“walk for Change.” Chagolla’s daughter, Alicia, 18, was
shat and killed in gang crosslire during 8 high school grad-

uation party in June 1988.. .
BELOW: Unique Olague strode the 2-mile “Walk for
orned with & peace sign.

Sunday,

_ Change” canying a flag ad

éj.‘;‘.\ ; A

Jennifer Cappuccin‘S\aﬂ plmographei

whalk for Change.”

Cedarwood Apariments resident Jose pabon watches Saturday's
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QL GET INVOLVED

FIGHTING CRIME
M WHO: The Way : .
World Outreach, a g & §, %— 5 28 §§ s
‘church dedicated £ gR2F E S §.22 2
“to bringing eco- g 3 59 w 2P Uc'i':‘;: B9 w
“nomic.and spifitual 8 33 S8 388a

' o i = mgg” a 4

= M

- elief fo people in:
Tun-gdown neighbor-

- -Bupesy Areuija.d

a sy Aepm' uuo ho- Lo R S _. _
. | 1 . u o Joyadng oulpreuseg) Ueg o JyBnolq die meysUBI) BYSBUAL JO BunoOyS- [ele) By Ul S1oed
; : ‘ . : PRRE i ul-sioedsng -

WST 1407
; Gengvieve S8 an

Call (909) 884-

. PLANNING
M WHO: Loma
~ Linda City Council
M WHAT: Meeting
to discuss how a
planned 28-unit
apartment complex
- on Ohio Street.
“might affect the
: _sunounding,neigh-
borhood.
W WHEN: 7 p.m.
Tuesday
I INFORMATION:
Call (909) 884-
117

S y crimesin, 7 -

‘San.Bernardino -
should call the - -
‘city's hot line '
at (909) 384-
5656.




. o ~wodas
3.335..8%.:&&5“@5._3_..2 tn-_amﬁ

‘aonuaA

~39\ pere uoguaAald ‘vorssaxddns Sy
~OUefeq- PUE ANSISAID 0) UOnESTpap ©
- P3pRIowm Jet 35y & “saqdiomsd Supmg
-$I JIpory o ‘1dugo uonuULAId-Saes

. pue--8n1p yyoadivou LMOJUMOp- &
‘ouipreUIg UG o( ese) 1e Aepsony, -

wﬁmﬁuw SONMIOdqgNS L)

"Pres toxeg |, famy -

-ouns Bunyel, Wndaq pure smpayss sy

PRIBID[E00. SBY I rauc) BIoYI0 arom

' Uo June £q ANSISAID YT 3507 j01

Sey “Aymmuntios. ot JO J01098 Aroaa
WoII SMBID' YoTym ‘a1aID) By

«ATES5900U oy 1 sa0Imosal yo od4)

St 3ABY 7,U0P 45 — sdnoid Lnmmnw
- “W0d 353t 03 Juojaq oym STenplAtpur
PUE SSIIUIE] QUL ples oys ,Sugpuny
PUE Asuow amn ry swepd i
PIeAMIO] anow pue wed o ANUGUOD,
- ued sdnos§ asorp ‘STRILIO Te00] mo
- WIOJY UI-Anq 103 reo om se Suof sy,
‘PIemIoy asow 0) dnoxd sy 2[qeu
PIOM- STEIOIIO persje jo-wonedioy
-red o1 pres “zaquist Preoq jommsiq
100498 payrun Ay Oulpreurag wmeg
¥ PUE OupTeuIng ueg syeig 2D e A8
-0[0100s Jo Jossayord ¢ ‘ZapTeA vSIT |

“PIES UONR

« 21qssod Lem aanvays jsouw oy sxe[
--1op puads 03 mor pue $9]01  sarouage
SuTLap Jnoge Surye; a1,04 ‘umo I
40 31 © uo Sunye; pme umustuour dn
3yt s Slony o ataym 51 sy

. o ©. des yreor
.bﬁm_um.wwm:uuoﬁ oﬁvﬁmcoaxmm

*SLILID 20NPA1 0]

Ssomosal fJunoo pue Lo 21RUIPIOO
1312q 01 s£em N0 Isunrey o) Ausoon
1SW pire Justusiels uorssmr v Suraoy
-Use} st dnoi? sy “uonxed pue SLLIOJA] .
Jed 103[2-104BIAT JO SpUrRy oty ot pa
S Seq Sfam) s, eseudpy ‘Supdow
ST s Toe squour may e jsop

‘DIES SUS |, ‘JIom prel suos
Op 01 sARY. PINOm nod Anmumuos
Pajqnon e Jo sonssI. oy ssaIppe o)
Pajuesm NOA JTJet) pue ‘siomsie seo

‘ou a19m a1atp pazruSooar sydoad ety

uonoa[o (TeloAwi) aty ur mes oy,

‘Burdemoons s1 swaiqoxd -

tury-3uo; Bunpene o) syusprsar J0
JUSERIUIIOS 31 ples ‘SQ96] e[ otp
UI WISUODSIAL JO A)ISIoATu() ot papusy
-¥e 8Us sous uonedonmed sjoor-ssead

| JO UeIaloA e JlasIay ‘efMaduoT uory

: PIes S[[1AZu0Y
Ual] UeSng WEwOM[IOUNoD)" |, “Huat
;Ao sswod adoy ey (s pue
‘3134 3q 01 3urof are wAIPID s,UAIp
ZI2 Moy ‘a1sy oq 0y Futod a1 Loy
Suikes pue ur SwSTp or ardoa,,

"PIEA YoRq )1 Ut

o Suer eyseuipy poyny w1 syo[ng

S eouwts spopys ;1 dn padders sey

‘OVN 4 s wsomy oste ‘dnoin uon
-9V POOGIOqUBIaN eSOy [o Sy,

"SBOTE UMoNs-aFeqred

Uea[> 03 Joop-oj-100p Surof siaq

“UISU S3ATOAUT 21 nSTedures yoopq

-e-idope ue- paysune sey yoeannQ

PHOM Aep\ au], psumo;. Amen

"1 8, PUSSUATl PAPUS JEY) 20U[OLA JO
. DU 31 3sureSe s3Y[el 15a0s pusyoam

it dn paddass sey gomysy yorann()
KIo11A ‘ourpreing weg jsam ux

"SuoneziuesIo $1005-sse1d pue ju
TGS Yoy “Justnironcs Fuoum
uonEI0qe||0o s1ow pandsut ospe 1y

, *STIOYIC 301
-od mou g¢ Suumy sacsdde o [roune)
L1 oy padword pue tofewr mou

E JO UODOS[d aU) UT oess Io1ua9 400}

awy “fuond ySy e vonussard pue
BUNYBY-SUILL SYEW 0) SATP € pafsry
‘SO0T uT uoTey 1 ur snorafuep 150w

WS o1 Se uopounsip 5,410 ap pim

PAUIqUIOD "yreap 1oy 19A0 ofenng

'+ "OQUAISHID € aNeUl O] PAIUeM Olys SI

“PE3] AIUMUNIOS pazrreAted Ieap oy
PUe ‘30usfola peaidsapis s, 41 atp jo
PMOqUIAS 'SUresaq eysauiy ‘Sumooys
pajejar-8mes jueredde we o wmotA
pepuauIun 3y, usunrede esoy Jaq
17 JO s[rem 2 ySnomp a107 SpA1INg
uaym g1 ‘AN JO Suruons oy Ajmuey
U Wis Jouup Suisey sem oyg

“BYSQULAIN] 10Jaq Sean,
, "pan ATeaneral
SEM SISPES] AJTUNUIIOD Plre £31o Wioyy
UONOBAT a2 JNq — UOTEU atp ur A
snoxSuep jsow woy oy se paxuel
— JUJ[OIA SIOW HIAD PIISPISUOD
SeM OUIpIEIDg UeG ‘ISIIes TeaA v
“Pres UoIXed ‘[T Jeqm momy 1,uop
1° (et Aq) uonoe o) parmnds 3, uare aid
-0ad 71+ * * 30udjoIA SsaTasULS JO HsnED
-3q A[Sso[pasu saIp o ® usyy,,
: ) "$30M
sund 5,310 3 0} suonnjos Smpuny o
PORIUIIOD ST Tt} Ung oY}, £q pauioy
Alrepror uonezieSio e ‘afor) s,eys
~SUAW U1 am3y Surpea| e pe Aunoy
OUIpIEUISg UeS 0§ J01031IP IomIoN
S.USIDIID) “UOIXed JUSY pres |, ‘yiesp
SBUSSLAN JO a9snessq aangecud
AW B8 AUNUNIIOD T SB 9,
“suajqord surmd sy
PU®'SpooyIoqySIsu §11 dn uespo 07 10
a1} JnogSnorg) paynoads JARY SUOIS
*IOqUISAON UT (1esp §,1118 o1 dourg
. .*aonsnf
J0 @so1 ey Iasey uids ues a3ueyd Jo
S[ooYm o Ing “ABmE SIUOW o P[nOD
MEUSUQL) BUSSUAIN PlO-Teak-]] jo
Sy oy Ul pagreyd usw usAds s -
40 32usd0ULL 10 IS A1 MOqE SUOLS
990 — ONIQVNYHE NVS

B JEIS
‘'siaBoy uaqoy Ag

QUO) RIOIJJO SaYe)
Q211D S, BYSSUAA]

SuI[a3
dnouas
QUL

"800 bz Aenigey Kepig



Bernardino County 13 7

Photos by LaFonzo Rachal Carter/Staff photographer

Mynesha Crenshaw’s stepfather, Vincent Hatfield, left, and her mother, Roshatta Joseph, are in court Thursday in San Bemardi-
no for a preliminary hearing for seven suspects in the fatal shooting of the 11-year-old girl at the Cedarwood Apartments in San .
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oncerned for Si

Feinstein addresses need for anti- -gang efforts

By Kelly Rayburn
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO —
Sen. Dianne Feinstein touted
her proposed anti-gang' legis-
lation Friday, calling increas-
ing gang violence a “growing
cancer” that the federal gov-
ermment has not done enough
to stop.

Feinstein, D-Calif., offered
remarks at a luncheon put on
by the Inland Empire Econom-
ic  Partnership and San
Bemardino Area Chamber of
Commerce at the National Or-
ange Show Events Center be-
fore moving on to Rialto o
push for clean-water legisla-
tion in front of a perchlorate-
Ireatment facility.

Feinstein, first elected to
the Senate in 1992, visited at a
time many people say could
prove a tumning point for the
city.

The city has the region’s
worst crime rate — one of the
highest in the country. But

many observers see change en -

the horizon and a new mayor,
Pat Mois, is to be swom in
March 6.

Although crime is particu-

larly egregious in San
Bernardinoe, the senator ad-
dressed a crowd that included
elected officials from the re-
gion and stressed that the in-
crease in gang violence was
not a problem that could be
pinned down to one location.

“In the county of San
Bemardino, how many gangs
do you think you have?" she
said. “Three hundred seventy-
six.”

She rattled off statistics
that, she said, show the.coun-
ty’s level of gang activity is on
par with Los Angeles County's

_ on z per-capita basis.
“But the tentacles of the

gangs here move far beyond
the county lines,” she said,
“They’ve gone national and
they’ve gone international ™

See FEINSTEIN / Page A6

NﬁimﬂForTheSm

Sen. Dianne Felnstem D-Calif., and San Bernardino Mayor-elect Pat Moris shake hands at a luncheon at the
Natlonal Orange Show Events Gemer on Friday.

A .
MYNESHAS CIRGLE
A spotlight on potential
soltions to crime in
QUr community.

Watch video of Sen.
Dianne Feinstein
speaking on gangs,
drugs, the economy
and perchlorate.

WWWSBSUK.COM

FEINSTEIN TARGETS WATER

" Senator pushes her $50 millien

legislation for water cleanup,
Page B1

]!IEIEE NORRIS. HIJ MORE

Pat Mnms to Step down fmm :
pqsmon as Superior Court judge
on March 6: Page AB

PAROLEE SWEEP

27 taken off the streets.
Page AB

STOP THE VIOLENCE

Atrowhend| Ave, | . |

f';'Mounlaln Viaw Ava, [

- Sharrg [ way [ ")

The Way World Outreach, a
church dedicated to bringing
economic and spiritual relief to
people in run-down neighbor-
hoods, invites the cormmunity
to join its "Stop the Violence”
campaign.

The campaign kicks off with

a rally at 2 p.m. today at The
“Yeliows” at Mountain View
Manor, 1407 Genevieve St.,
San Bemardino.

For informatien, call

i (309) 884-7117.
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eyes and ears

By Kelly Rayburn
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO -— The neighbor-
hood associations in Rikke Van Johnson’s
6th Ward are less active than those in mariy
other parts of the city. ’

Crime — though declining — js high.
Voter turnout is low. ’

Civie engagement overall is not what
Johnson would like it 1o be.

So the councilman, first elected in 2003,
is coordinating town-hall meetings that have
been held somewhat haphazardly so far,
Johnson said he plans to hold them on a reg-
ular basis.

His idea is to let constituents know what
he and the rest of the City Council are doing

event at the “Yellows
urday. “This is bringin &ve
the event, qunsoreq‘by_me

(ST [T —

GETINOWED  cacn up
-~ Join The Sun's

GET INVOLVED

Find out how
you and your
neigborhood
can make a
difference.
Page A6

online:forum
by visiting the
Troubled Town
Blog.

WWW.SBSUN.Com

Sixth Ward Counciiman
Rikke Van Johnson
speaks at.a town-hali
meeting on Thursday at
Arroyo Valley High
School in San Bernardi-
no. He encouraged his
Westside constituents
to ask questions and let
him know what the City
Council could do to help
their neighborhoods.

Steven Lewis/For The Sun
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continued from page Al

to address their concems on such
- issues as public safety and infra--
' structure. .

‘But the meetings are also a
plea for residents to take some
initiative and pay attention to
what goes on at City Hall —
and to come to the table with
plans to fix the ward’s prob-
lems.

At the most recent meeting, -
Johnson pitched his position as
one in- which he can advance
constituents’ ideas but only if
they share those ideas with him.

“When you bring me
things,” he told a group of
about 50 or 60 people Thursday*
night in the cafeteria at Aroyo
Valley High School, “I will do
what 1 can to make those things

" happen. And if not, you can get
me out and get someone else in
here.”

Johnson’s Westside ward
streiches along Interstate 215
and includes some of the city’s

most crime-ridden neighbor-
hoods. )

His call for civic engagement
is similar to that issued by May-

- or-elect Pat Morris.

Morris said Friday the low
voter turnout — about 20 per-
cent — in the Feb. 7 election
was evidence that far too many
of the city’s residents are disen-
gaged.

He said he will work to
“broaden the base of invest-

ment” in the city to make peo-

ple feel “they count and they're
accountable.” )

Johnson said he believes he
and Morris share much of the
same philosophy — which he
hopes yields positive changes in
his ward.

He concedes that his meet-
ings have been of mixed suc-
cess so far.

“You see the same people,
unfortunately,” he said after
Thursday’s meeting.

That’s not to say nothing gets
done.

In a gquestion-and-answer ses-
sion — during which Johnson
thought there were too few
questions for him — one man,

Staff graphic '

Walter Ringer, asked why the
city hadn’t cleaned up trash and
debris that he said had been
building up on empty Jots near
his home for the past two years.

-After some hemming and
hawing about whether Ringer
was talking about an area that
was in the city’s or Caltrans’ ju-
risdiction, Peggi Hazleit, who

Sunday, February 26, 2006

Councilman Rikke Van Johnson uses photos to illustrate his
remarks at a meeting at Arroyo Valley High School in San
Bernardino on Thursday. Johnson said he plans to hold such
meetings regulardy so citizens can air complaints and ask

questions.

She wielded crime data that
showed that felony crime
dropped more than 8 percent in
the city’s western police district
in 2005 and that it is down an-
other 6 percent so far this year..
* But homicides, she said, are
not dropping. ]

_ *] want this year to be below

" what last year was,” she said,
“but I need your help in doing
that.” _

She urged people to give po- -
lice tips about gang activity and
told them they could do so
anonymously.

Afterward, Holmes ap-
proached Johnson as he packed
up electronic equipment he used
for his presentation.

They shook hands, and John-
son, referring to the audience,
said, “Where were the ques-
tions? Where were the ques-
tions?”

Steven Lewis/For The Sun

works in the Mayor’s Office,
stood up.

She asked Ringer to specify a
location that was within the
city’s jurisdiction that could be
cleaned up with a volunteer
crew Rineer did.

swered, “I’'ll be out there with a
volunteer crew and we’ll see
what we can do.”’
The audience applauded.
Johnson’s plea for residents
to become more involved in
their netghborhoods is echoed

Asked how he could bring
more pecple to the table, he
said, “That’s the ongoing
dilemma.”

Chuckling lightly, be said,
“It’s not like you can break
down their doors and drag them
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By John Weeks — We used to boo the villains. Not anymore.

Staff Writer in the mevies, Darth Vader, the murderous tyrant of the “Star

Wars" saga, has became an idol for millions of young people, Other
celluloid killers fike “Scarface,” Freddy Kruegar and Jason Yoorhees
have achieved pinup statys with sales of milions of popular posters,
On TV, wholesome families of the past, the Cieavers and Bradys
and Huxtables, have given way to dysfunctional famities in hit shows
like “The Sopranos” and “Desparate Housewives.”
Video games such as “Grand Theft Auto” offer
endless hours of amusement for teens
who like t pretend they are gangg
lords stealing cass or shooting
police afficers.
Hegastar rappers ay-Z, Snoop

See ANTLHERO / Page AS
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_sociopathic protagonists
te popular video games -

move toward- gnittier, ‘darker heroes, there's certainly no

"+ problem finding them now. Many of today’s more popu- |
ar: games feature projagonists that range from dark and:

brodding to,bleedy. in thi B

BoeTs

¢ bad g
il pce i e
e ite

fiuriched aw oo petiiion
Eoovidin o the fund’s Web sité; ke
assed more than 200,000 signatures, - -,
& “We've obvidusly louched a vein in society,” said” .
' Brice " Mendefsohn, spokesman -for the organization.
: “With the: reaction we’ve gotten, we might ity to bring,
more pressure,” - ’ LT
The Rev. Reginald Beamon, a San Bernarding comiTiv-,
Bctivist ‘dne-lime gang miember, said games like
‘25:to Life! don’t Ho naything to illuminate the real'strug-
& Apainst gangs. e : :
"It secures the stereo!

, but he’s jol i
There's different shades

him.” ' .
- “Elder “also méntioned
characteristics that an anti-hit
miust have in order 6 appeal (o .
-the audience; - - »

" -~ “First, you have to give him
B One really good atiribiife —
" he foves his family, he loves

res | types of who these-gang members

- ¥ -are, what they look like, as ‘well as their activilies,” he

- what he dues, things Jike “said. “Te'could also bring a sense of value - - get-them

- that,” he seid. “Then, when thinking,,*We're getting recognition for who we are.’ We

.he does the bad stuff, you peed to make sure the young people playing these pames

~ hhve to believe he's do- . 1 paran education.” * : E : .
. ' - ing it for the right rea. " ~That's the-plan for Roderick Woodruff, co-founder of .

GOD OF WAR son. I his mission.” ihe Urban Video QGame-Academy, which educates inner-
Courlesy of Som -~ -The.concept of ‘he- - cify. kids about the basics of game design — meaning .
sy ol 5ony ! toés’ &hd . anti-heroes plenty of math and wiiting. .
: - wasn't prevalent in the

- ~“Woodraff manages the school in Washihgton; but there
ar¢'other scademies in Baltimore and Atlanta, + . o
m_for it "We're trying to create 4 new crop of ‘storytelless,” ho
Mivision; orle of gaming’s oldeat companies. - said; Y seei i
“Backin thié tate *70x and *80s, h games didwifiavd s all bbout misogyny and killing, These’s nothing to em-_
all the pixels arid the size to allow for petsonality. You'd “ulate. We're out of tha age of Superman,” CoL
have a game iike "Fitfal! Harry,” but all you knew was ~ Elder, of the At In stitute, said we'ze probably going - &7
“that his n as Hirry;" Robinson said. “Now, yoit* S ' T

10 slay.there, ; L . S
“There's definitely going-to.be mote variation in the
future,” he said, “but I cant sce us going back. Society
would have to move backward.*.~ : ‘

ind ‘a_game: that “started” ihe

L e 4 —

LIBERTY SITY STORIES

Courtesy of Rockstar Games
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‘Mﬂx PJ:WNEr Courtesy of Rockstar Games §

GAMERS EMBRACE
THEIR DARK SIDE

ST
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At Cedarwood, there are no curved
walkways of sculpted fountains, like at
many Righerend apartment complex-
es. There are no lush lawns, no
sparkling pools, no tot-lots where chil-
dren can play. :

Cedarwood is in o neighborhood
with other low-rent apartment buikl-
ings. IUs a neighborhood where suspi-
cious cars are common. Where guns
and knives are plentiful. Where drug
sales flourish.

Ironically, many residents say they
came there to escape the big-city slums
and gang life of Los Angeles.

" BEven Joseph, who grew up on 119th
Street in Compion and later lived in
Panorama’ City, Where she met Hat-
field, moved to San Bérmardino hoping:
10 leave the hard {ife behind and give
. her children better oppottunities, -
. Joseph and members of her extend-
ed family were enjoying a taco dinner -
in their new apariment, No. 22, on the
night Mynesha was killed. They bad
moved in litthe more than a week' be-
fore. - -
* "' The first-level, comer apartment sits
right next to'the sidewalk and street.

Hatfield saw shadows outside the
apartment the night of Nov. 13 but dis-
reganded them. Sitting on -the couch
with relatives, he had just asked Myne-

" sha to get him another laco.
 Sitting at the-kitchen table with two
of her sisters, Mynesha stood up to |
“comply with her stepdad’s request. She
was struck by the first bullet that
pierced the apartment wall. ©

- "“The next thing 1 knew, she col-
lapsed on the floor,” Hatfield sajd.

Several members of the PPHGs —
also known as Fimps, Players, Hustlers
and Gangsters — ammed themsclves
and drove to the Cedarwood complex,
authoritics say. There, they walked
among the apartment buildings and
car-port areas looking for members of
the Rollin® 605 gang, whom they be-
lieved were responsible for Jones'
death. T

One of the gang member’s cousing
saw the group as he drove by Cedar-
wood, authorities say. He got out of the
car {0 wam tenants, even though he

" didn’t live there. Someone fired at him
but missed, and he watched the group
contipue its hunt.

An upidentified person told the
. PPHG members that ane of the people
they were looking for was in apartment
No. 22, arid the groiip quickly made its

. way to the unit, authorities say,

- Minutes later, Mynesha was Killed.
The suspects in her death — Shawn
Davis, Sidikiba- Greenwood, Patrick
Lair, Michael Bamett Jr., Tyshon Har-
ris, Sinque Morrison and Harold
Phillips — are charged with marder,
atteriipted murder, conspiracy and spe-
cial enhancements for - aileged gang
crimes. If convicted, they each face
four fife sentences.

A dﬂamtad family .
"Mysesha's parents say they have no

gang ties-and that the shooting was a °
case of mistaken identity. At a court -
hearing.two weeks age, Juseph quick- -

ly denounced speculation that gang

I s may have targeted Hatfield.

- Then came 15 to 20 more gunshots,
“as the adults jn the_apartment started |
yelling for everyone to drop to the -
floor. Of the dozen people in the apant- |
ment, nine were children ranging in
age fram 2 months to 16 years.

When the shooting was over, there
were nine bullet holes on the south side .
of the apartment and four holes in the
window area on the enst side, where
Mynesha was strock.

“Man, it looked so bad,” Hatficld
said. “I was thinking ail three of the
girls In the kitchen were shot.”

‘Mynesha’s  sister, Jaynita
McWilliams, now 15, was the only
other person siruck. She was shot in
the forcarm and is siill healing from
the mental and physical wounds, her
family said. :

“She has no feeling (in her arm),
still, to write with,” Yoseph said.

A deadly pfan’

Police believe the bullets were fired
by members of the PPHG gang -wh".
were seeking retaliation for the death
the previous week of one of their own,
Barry Jones, 24. . .

Seven of the gang members have
been charged in Mynesha's death. All
are expecled to appear in court today
working up to iheir trial.

Authorities say the seven plotted the .
shooting dn the parking lot of an Auto
Zone store on 40th Street, where a ben-
efit car washi Wwas hield Nov. 13 to raise

money to cover Jones® funeral costs,

“My husband does not gang-bang.
He's a 29-year-oid family-oriented
man with his wife and children,”
Joseph said. “There's no hanging out,
st]:l!ing. gang-banging and killing peo-

e.” ’ -

As she talked, she grew angry about
the seven men accused of killing her
daughter. She swayed and stomped her
fool. Her long braided hair whipped
back and forth. = -

“I want their families and their
mothers to feel like 1 am feeling,”
Joseph said. “I want them to feel just
like me”  :

Mynesha had Bell's palsy, which
caused her mouth to have o slightly
twisted' appearance. Her mother saw
Mynesha only as “special,” “smart"
and “talented,” -

" Joseph said her_daﬁg'h:er loved -

books, Barbie dolls and her Sponge-
Bob SquaréPants doll. Joseph had
dreams for Mynesha — high schoat
graduation and, one day, a wedding.
“1 can’t say that now because she’s
not here," Joseph said.
Stress has taken its toll on Joseph,

- who said she sleeps fitfully.

“I'm scared 1o let my guard down,”

. she said. “Right now, I want to go on

vacation so bad. I know [ need a good
night’s sleep.”

The shooting has also had z iremen-
dous impact on Mynesha's six siblings,
Joseph s4id.-Jaynita, the sister who
was wounded in the ‘shooting, still
wears &'cast on her arm.

oL paunclle, Ly, vieenl Jr., £,
Dayshon, 5, and Janay, 2, as well as a
grown-up brother, E'ron Jackson, face
theit own strepgles as a result of the
slaying.

“AN seven of my children had 1o
suffer, and they're suifering now.”
Joseph said,

Hatficks has four other children who
live out of the arca, They all cried
when they heard the news and are still
traumatized by Mynesha's death,
Joseph said. S

Though individuals react differently-
when faced with the death of a child,
one thing is certdin: It traumalizes a
family and‘creates a sense of uncer-
taitity for the survivors, a local youth
pastor said. - :

“The experience I have js that it puts
incredible pressure on the securily of
the other children in the family,” said
Tim Evans, who has worked as a youth
pastor for 23 years and as chaplain at
Loma Linda University Children's
Hospital for 12 years. ’

“Parents, extended Family and
friends have to work hard to find ways
to reassure other children in the family *
that they are safe and they will be pro-
tected as much as possible,” Bvans
said.

" A call for change

f In_the Aftermath of Mynesha's
death, San Bemardino was listed, for
the second conseculive year, as one of
the 23 most dangerous cities in the na-
tion. - - .

By year's end, 56 people in the ity
‘were shin, the highest figure in-a
deécade. - oo
-“It’s _hard when people your age
die,” 15-year-old Aloni Gonzalez said

. during the Jan. 14 march-in Mynesha's
neighborhood, a “Walk for Change.”
“Sometimes I wonder if I should even
leave my houseé.” ’

‘The voices of .community leaders
and cilizens alike are calling for posi-
tive change, . :

Among them are Mark and Katrina
Cate, who have opened up their Cali-
fornia Soul Cafe on San Bernardino's
Fifih Sireet as a meeting house.

Inland Congregations United for
Change is working with local youth to
focus on the underlying issues that
conlribute to crime and violence.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., vis-
ited Sanr Bemardino recently Lo talk

- about the “cancer” of gang violence
and how the federal government can .
do a better job eradicating it

Kent Paxton, director of San
Bernardino County Children’s Net-
work and a leader of Mynesha’s Circle,
said, “What we need to do in this com-
munity is make it a safer place for kids.
And not just kids, but everybody.”

Although she no longer lives in San
Bemardino, Joseph said she believes
there is hope for the city and its resi-
dents. .

“The city can be saved,” she said.
“It can be saved if everybody fets it be
saved, if everybody reaches out.*

Her daughter, her “angel” is part of
the solution, she sajd.

“She was blessed. God sent her here
for a purpose, and she’s going 1o serve
. that purpose. She won't die in vain, All
" this gang-banging and violence, she’s

going to stop it all.”
Contact writer Mike Crix at {909 386-3880
or via e-mall at salkecrur@sbym.com,
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-By Selicia Kennedy-Ross
Stalf Writer ‘

“Lunch is dlmost over. The scent of pizza still -

Jingers at the Boys & Girls Club Head Start on San
Bernardino’s West Ninth Street. .
) " Mimtes later, the 3- and 4-year-olds clean up after
’themselves and brush their teeth. ’ ‘
* Then, they sit in a circle and sing.
- . Despite bright pictures on the walls and toys strewn
about,-this doesn’t seem like a place that can deter-
_mine a child’s entire future. .
Research shows, however, that children who atiend
preschool not gnly have a more solid academic future
‘but a brighter one overall. These studies suggest that
an afternoon of finger painting, snacks and stories

fights crime, increases graduation rates and helps.

children lead more successful lives as they become

San Bernardino County's Newspaper

tarting out even

adults. - - .
In regions like San Bemardino County, which.is
grappling with recent waves,of violent ciime, experts,

educators and community leaders are searching for

solutions to prevent children from becoming stalistics
in the juvenile justice system. In San Bernardino
County, preschool may be more than just a casual op-
tion. It could be a lifesaver. )

But there is a high price for preschool.

Middle-class families and-the working poor who
aren’t quite poor enough to qualify for free Head Start
or state preschool programs struggle to afford the cost
of private preschool, paying tuitions comparable: to
that at a staie university. ' _

Fewer than one in five 4-year olds in California is
able to attend preschool, according to the 2000 U.S.

See PRESCHOOL / Page A4

MYNESHES CIRCLE

A spotlight on
potential selutions
to crime.in our
community. For more,
visit www.sbsun.com.

o
Join The Sun's
online forum: - -
CATCH UP

Read past sto-
ries covering -

crime in San
Bernardino.
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per year. A year’s tuition at a California
State University campus is about $3,164.
iddIe-income families, who make too
.h money to gualify for publicly funded
" programs like federal Head Start or state.
preschools, struggle to pay for private
_preschools. :
: “Families can’t enroll their kids in qual-
ity preschool because they can’t afford it,”
Brian Lee, deputy director of Fight Crime:
Invest in Kids California, has said. “Even
if they can afford it, they have to compro-
mise the quality of the program.”
-Federally funded Head Start is available

only to low-income families. Sometimes -

‘preschools have to turn people away be-
- cause they make too much money. ’

. “We have people who come in here and
offer to pay for it themselves,” said Sharri
Carroll, site supervisor for Boys & Girls
Club Head Start. “ And we have to tell them
that we're sorry but they can’t.”

Veronica Lugo of San Bernardino knows
the feeling. :

Lugo is a stay-at-home mom whose hus-
band makes too much money to qualify for

" Head Start. Yet they are unable to afford a
private preschool. . -

“You don't quatify for anything, but you
can't afford anything either,” Lugo said.

Lugo sends the couple's 3-year-old
daughter, Anaely, to Las Familias, a
church-based preschool in San Bernarding.

‘s affordable because parents do the

atenance and ren the school’s activities.

Studies show that for every 10 children
enrolled in public preschool statewide, four
end up on waiting lists.

Dorothy McQueen, an eligibility worker
at Boys & Girls Club Head Start, said there
is a waiting list of 20. She is already com-
piling a waiting list for next year.

So far, it has about 45 names.

A bite out of crime

As work time nears its end, 4-year-old .

Jacob Moore plays on the computer.

A buzzer rings indicating his 10-minute
turn is up. Jacob doesn’t want to give up his
seat but suddenly loses interest in the com-
puter when he sees the indoor *sandbox™
— full of beans instead of sand — has been
abandoned.

One of the key lessons preschools teach
is socialization, Carroll said. Social skills
are the main focus along with working,
‘problem solving and separation from par-
ents.

Jacob's father, Timothy Moore of Loma
Linda, said preschool has made a big differ-
ence in his son’s behavior toward other
children.

“He used 1o always be fighting,” said’

Moore, 22. “He’s calmed down a lot, and
he pays attention more. He fights less,

sudies show preschool has multiple re-
turns — and not just financial.
A December Rand study that tracked stu-

" dents from an inner-city Chicago preschool

showed a drop in juvenile crime. The stady
suggests, the same could happen if - ail
4-year-olds in San Bernardino and River-
side counties by 2010 were enrolled in
quality preschoo] for one year.

If less than two-thirds of the 68,000
4-year-olds in both counties enrolled in a
universal preschool program, at least 4,000
fewer cases would be filed in the juvenile

_Justice system, the study suggests.
The report predicts 1,400 fewer students

would drop out of high school and 1,900
would not be held back in school. The
study also shows youngsters who attend
preschool may be less likely to try drugs
and alcohol, join gangs or be truant. .

Jack O’Connell, state superintendent of .

public instruction, proposed a universal
preschool system last year, complete with
standards that every preschiooler must mas-
ter and a credentialed program for pre-
-school teachers.

O’Connell has said such 'a system can
help level the playing field between the
haves and have-nots, calling it “a great

_ equalizer in our society.”

. Juliann Martin, chairwoman of .the de-
partment of child development at San
Bernardino Valley College, said universal
preschool would provide all children with
the same quality of education, no matter the
tax bracket. ) :

“It puts all children on the same foot-
ing,” said Martin, who sits on the board of
First 5 San Bernardino, thé county’s Chil-
dren and Families Commission. *“This will
help them graduate from high school and
g0 on to earn money and contribute to the
economy.”’

People who are working are also less
likely to comimit crimes, she said.

Amanda Wilcox-Herzog, an associate
professor of psychology at Cal State San
Bernardino, said the frick is creating a
“high-quality preschool.” :

“‘We have some good ones, but not all
are up to par,” Wilcox-Herzog said.

A high-quality preschool will help disad-
vantaged children more than their more af-
fluent counterparts.

Wealthier parents are likely to have more
free time to spend with their children and
more resources like expensive develop-
mental toys to give them. The working poor
may have to hold down two jobs, Wilcox-
Herzog said.

About 70 percent of preschool-eligible
children in San Bemardino County by 2010
— an estimated 23,000 —- are expected to
enroll in free preschool. The county will
need roughly 577 classrooms for them.

It's Carolyn Tillman’s job to make sure
they will have a place to go.

Tillman, special assistant to Herb Fisch-
er, San Bemnardino County superintendent
of schools, is the area liaison for preschools
and is compiling a list of preschools that
may want to participate in the Preschool
For All program.

The list inciudes for-profif, nonprofit,
faith-based, Head Start and state preschools
in 33 school districts. oo

There are 400 licensed child-care facili-
ties in San Bernardino County. The list in-

“cludes district-run state preschool pro-

grams ‘and Head Start prograrns and 650 li-
censed large family-care centers, which

“have more than 1,400 children:

It is unclear how many Preschooi-For-
All facilities there will be because O’ Con-
nell has yet to decide what will define a

- “high-quality “preschool,” a standard all
- nmniversal preschools must meet.

County educators cannot put a plan to-
gether until the preschool initiative passes,

" Fischer said.

Should it pass, O’Connell will have six
months to set the guidelines for a high-

" quality preschool program. After that,

county offices statewide will have ¢ine year
to-develop a plan for their preschools and
until 2010 to put it in place. i

.Educators and experts are also split
_about what is more important for a 4-year-
old — an emphasis on-academics or child
development like motor skills and social-
ization, Fischer said. A delicate balance
must be struck, he said.

“This will essentially be like adding an-
other grade level,” Fischer said. *“This is
the same discussion that took place when
kindergarten was introduced~in the late
19th century. There was a great debate as
to whether these children were ready to
come to school.”

To this day, kindergarten is not manda-
tory, although every child must attend first
grade, Fischer said. There are few children
eligible for kindergarten who don’t go.

A 2005 report by the Natignal Institute
for Barly Education that focused on pre-
school programs in five states showed
large gains in early language literacy and
mathematical skills in children who at-
tended. )

“Ninety percent of our brain growth oc-
curs before the age of 5, and children are
eager to learn at this age,” Martin said.
“The downside, as I see it, is that I don’t
know if all 4-year-olds are ready for the
same mold. My underlying worry as a par-
ent and educator is that sometimes we take
young children and push them when they
aren’t ready, and they burn out.”

Then there is the difference between
day- care and preschool. Day-care
providers supply supervision that meets
children’s basic needs, but preschool is
targeted at academic’ development and
preparing a child for school.

If universal preschool becomes a reali-
ty, Fischer expects to see more child-care
providers moving into the preschool are-
na, especialtly in San Bernardino County.

Although for some parents like Moore,
Head Start provides not only preschool
but a service similar to day care. With two
small children, it’s a big help.

“I work full time, but I'm also on call,”
Moore said.



: . ] : Brett K. SnoISta photographer
Children’ learn to make artificial snow in class at the Boys & Girls Club Head-Start program on Thursday.



Academic credentials -

Preschool teachers do not nccd a bache--

lor’s degree. But:if Proposition 82 passes,
. they will.

. _All public preschool teachers would be
required to have a four-year degree by

- 2014 and a teaching credential by 2016,
Teaching assistants would be required to

. have atwo-year degree.

“Over the last 20 years, what we’ve
seen is a pretty steady decline in the'qual-
ifications of preschool teachers since
there was little oversight,” said Nathan
James, spokesman for the Yes on 82 cam-

paign. -
- Low requirements have resulted in low
pay, James said, making it hard to retain a
-good work force.

The initiative would set asxde $700

MYion for established preschool teachers

zarn the credits needed to get their de-
grees, James said. It also sets aside fund-
ing for colleges and universities to devel-
op preschogl-teaching programs.

The Rev. Petra Malleis-Sternberg, pas-
tor at First Congregational UCC of San
Bernardino, which runs the private Las
Familias preschool for low-income fami-
lies, was surprised the initiative would re-
quire veteran public preschool teachers to
earn a degree.

“Wow, that would'be a big change,”
she said.

Wllcox—Herzog applauded the require-
ment. -

“But it-will be difficult to get the cur-
rent work force back in school and earn-
ing those degrees,” she said.

BENEFITS OF PRESCHOOL

Children are: _
B More likely to be able to read by the time they reach
third grade.

. W Less likely to be placed in special education or held
back in school.
B More likely to graduale hlgl school and go 1o col-
lege.
B Less likely to be amested or jailed.
M More likely to support themselves as aduits.
Snurce: Yes on. 82 Campaign

_ cational

Inttiative criticism

Critics like California Parents For Edu-
Choice and the California
Montessori Council have come out against
the preschoo] initiative, contending “‘free
prescheols’” will dramatically . lower the
quality of preschools.

Proposition 82 could drive private
preschools like Montessori out of busi-
ness, said Alan Bonsteel, president of the
Tiburon-based California Parents for Edu-
cational Choice:

Bonsteel said his group is concerned

about-a lack of oversight of vniversal pre- -

school system.

“There are no checks or balances in
place. Prop. 82 money will be put'into the
hands of the county offices of education,
and they will decide (whxch program) gets
to participate or not,” Bonsteel said.
“Montessori schools could go out of busi-

_ness as county education offices channel

Prop. 82 money toward . public
preschools.”

This could lead to other private
preschools going ouf of business in Cali-
fornia, Bonsteel said, which would mean
*“‘decreased competition, less parental con-
trol and fewer choices.”

James said the initiative was drafted to
include alt preschools to help serve the
500,000 children who would be eligible
for universal preschool in 2010.

Malleis-Sternberg, whose church runs
Las Familias, which charges between $90
and $110 per child per month, said she
isn't worried free preschool would cut into
the school’s clientele. The preschool,
which serves about 40 children, is expand-
ing its classes and has a waiting list.

*“We are in favor of anything that sup-
ports families and children, so whatever
happens happens,” Malleis-Sternberg
said. “But I think the families here are re-
ally committed. People come back with
children and grandchildren and friends
years later.”

Mitch Hovey, superintendent of the Yu-
caipa-Calimesa Joint Unified School Dis-
trict, said he has seen the benefits of pre-
school as an elementary principal.

“It helps to lay a solid foundation not

just academicaily, but allows children to
interact with other kids,” Hovey said.
“What I've noticed is when kids who
haven’t had that opportunity go to kinder-
garten for the first time, it’s traumatic for
them.”

But Hovey, who sits on the county’s P-
16 Council, which focuses on academic
growth from preschool through college, .
also. wants to see facilities for free pre-
school ready.

“That would be one of our the blggest.- '

hurdles,” Hovey said. “The intentions of
these programs are always well and good,
but we need the funding 1o implement
them.”

]

1t’s time to see snow, the San Bernardi-
no Head Start teacher tells her class.

-The children watch, gasping and
squealing as the teacher adds water to a
powdery white substance that mysterious-
ly expands as soon as the liquid touches it.

Like his classmates, Christian Maravil-
lo grabs handfuls of the “snow,” made of
the same material used in’diapers to ab-
sorb liquid. He and the other children de-
light in spreading the ““snow” around the -
table and squishing it between their hands.

Now that he is 3, this will be Christian's
last year at Head Start, .

Dee Serrano watches. her son and re-
calls how he started préschool with a
speech problem. :

“He was 3 but he wouldn’t speak,” said
Serrano, 30. “Now he’s talking. They are
s0 advantaged when they leave here. My
oldest came out of here reading.”

But with three kids to support, privaie
preschool was not an option for Christian.

“Maybe I would have been able to af-
ford it with my first,” Serrano said, “‘but it
wo(;]ld have been too much with my sec-
ond.” e



L limited resourcés

WAYS FOR EDUCATORS TO
ADURESS SCHOOL VIOLENCE

dle and

i)verbhfdenecl‘by' st

¥ improve multicultural
sensitivity in the classroom -

W Reach out 10 community

agencles and law enforce- ~ - -

ment in school partnerships
M Enforce discipline policiés
firmly, consistentiy and fairly
M Show concern for and
interest in studgnts

Source: Callfornia Commission on

Teacher Credentialing

- Studems Piay baske!ball dunn .T6CesSS ata San, Bemardlno Co
. sthool studenls often Iwe wnh can now be lound al the elementary school level.

_By Baticia Kennedy-noss I Stafr Witer

M CulzonFor The Sun .,

i'y elementary school The dark and wolent chmate mld- -'

alk through any airport in America and
the passengers know. Don’t joke about
bringing bombs on the plane.

Enter any -public school, and the students know,

too. Don’t talk about brmgmg a gun.

Schools, once ‘thought of as the
safest place -for children, are no

longer the impenctrable havens they -

once were, Th an era where school
sheotings, beatings, rapes and cam-

_pus riots have become not only reali-'

ty, but for some the norm, campus
safely is no joke.

" Some experts say schools have be-

come too vigilant. Others say not
enough. And school officials nation-
wide are ming on the side uf cautien,

taking any and all threats ‘the _only

way they can — seriously. i
Iz San Bemardino, twg second-

“grade boys at North Park Elementary

School,- the same school where a
first-grader brought an unloaded gun
to school last month, were disciplined
this week for making drive-by threats

. — despite the fact both are too young

{o drive.

At Victer Valley High School, a
16-year-old gisl reported she was
jumped by a dozen other girls this

week on the way to class. \
: In the Coachella Valley, a 10-year-
old girl says she was raped in the

bathroom of her elementary school,”

an attack that has vattled school offi-
cials and caused major changes in the
campus’ day-to-day operattons.

Heightened security

Since the tragic mass shooting at
Columbine High Schoo! in Littleton,
Colo., in 1999 that left 15 dead and
23 wounded, schoals have changed
the way they view campus security.

Security cameras have gone up.

Visitors must sign in and out and

" wear badpes.

Reports of temrorist threats, no mat-
ter ow seemingly insignificant, are
always investigated,

Herb Fischer, superintendent of
schools for San Bernardino County,
said any and all threats 1o student

See SCHOOLS / Page A4
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STEPS TllKEN BY LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS SINCE GDI.IJMBINE

) Rlllthl llNIFIEll SCHOI]I. DISTRICT _
= theo sunrelllance lnstalled at hrgh schools and middle schools
. Canlne detection service hired '
: l Secunty ancreased wrth 10 new secunty officers. in. past three years )

: w’color-coded rdentrflcatJon program created for students who nde
elementary school buses.to ensure students board the correct bus and
exrt at the proper stop - : :

: BEAIIMOHT UNIFIED S(:Hﬂlll DlSTRIl:T
. _lTwo campus supervisors added at Beaumont High School
W Canine detection service employed

W Community task force started to identify problems rncludrng student
_ discipline and campus safety”

éSAN BERNARDINO cimy UNIFIED S{}HUOL DISTR!CT

: _School polrce officers train annually with the San Bemardlno Pollce
Department and the San' Bernardmo County Sheriff's Department '

;] » AII school polrce offf icers are trained to respond to an‘active shooter'

- y o School police appllcants must meet the sarne trammg requrrements
‘as shenff's deputies .

l Survelllance cameras have been mstalled

N Stronger ties forged with school psychologlsts to evaluate kids who
. are troubled

'VICTOR VALLEY UNEON HIGH SCHOOL BISTRICT

M Canine detection service employed

B All security officers recelve tralning to leamn how 10 defuse fights and
deal with weapons on campus

B Surveillance cameras installed on some high school campuses

: Sources Rialto l.lmﬁed Beaumont: Uniﬁed San Bemardino Crty Umﬁed aml Victor
Valley Unlon High- schoo! districts -

GEI llllllllllEl] ' _ e N
ASSESS CHILDREN'S NEEDS ' '
IWHO First. 5 San Bernardmo the countys Ch|ldren and Famrlles ’
‘Commission . .
B WHAT: “Community Conversation” town-hall meetings aimed at iden-
tifying strategies to improve services for children-through age 5

M WHEN AND WHERE: Noon to 1:30 p.m. and 5:30 to 7 p.m. today at
the Ontario YMCA, 215 W. C St.; 5:30 to 7-p.m. Tuesday at 56389 Pima
Trail, Yucca Valley, noon to 1:30 p.m. and 5:30 to 7 p.m. March 30 at
First 5 San Bernardino, 330 N. D St., San Bernardino

B INFORMATION: (909) 386-7706

Have an event you'd like your neighbors to know about? Let us know. Call [909)

B 1 T vl 1 b L ST BT SN A .- SN RO

Schools

continued from page At

safety will be taken seriously by school of-
ficials. He also said schools are entering a
new era of cpenness and striving to let par-
ents know whenever dangerous or suspi-
cious incidents occur.

" “With heightened awareness of school-

 safety issues nationwide, I applaud them for

that,” Fischer said. “They are working to
assure parents that our schools are being as
open as possible and at the same time as
cautious as possible.”

A number of school-safety summits
sponscred by local legislators have been
held in the-past few months. The eounty
Probation Office has developed a special
gang-intervention .plan and has made a

.commitment to work with afl county

schools, Fischer said.

Gary Underwood, police chief of the San
Bernardino City Unified School District,
said that since Columbine, the universal po-
lice doctrine for respondmg to a shooter on
campus has changed.

In -addition to surveillance cameras and
controlling who has access to campus,
stronger ties to school psychologists have

" been adopted in order to evaluate kids who

may be troubled,

Controlling visitor access can be more
difficult in Western states where schools are
laid ‘out in an open, sprawling fashion, as
opposed to East Coast schools, which are
typically built in one bu;]dlng with several
levels.

Newer campuses typically have only one
entry point, which is easier to police, as op-
posed o older schools, which may have
several, Underwood said.

All threats taken seriously

Two second-grade boys at North Park El-
ementary School in San Bernardino were
disciplined this week for making threats .
off-campus about a drive-by shooting, dis-
trict officials said.

District spokeswornan Linda Hill con-
firmed the students were disciplined but
wouldn’t elaborate, citing student privacy
laws:

“We want our parents to know the dis-
trict takes any threat to students’ safety se-
riously,” Hil} said.

School beard trustee Tony Dupre, speak-
ing from a conference in Las Vegas, said he
was unaware of any incidents at the ele-
mentary school but that the district must re-
spond swiftly to threats under the Educa-
tion Code, even if no weapon is seen.

“We cannot take that lightly, and the stu-
dent will be ultimately recommended for
suspension or possible expulsion,” Dupre
said.

The district can be held liable if threats
are made, it takes no action, and then a stu-
dent later acts on the threats.

Trustee Elsa Valdez, whose 6-year-old
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as a veteran gducator, the incident involv-
ing the two boys disturbed her.

“We had 10 Jook into it,” she said. “T was
concerned about it. And if there were ru-
mors here like at Beaumont, I would prob-
ably keep my granddaughter home as well.
As aparent or grandparent, you can’t afford
to take any chances.”

At Victor Valley High, a 16-year-old stu-
dent claimed she was jumped by a dozen or
so other students on her way to class. The

school resource officer is investigating the -

" attack, said sheriff’s spokeswoman Shelley
Williams. .

“The girl -claimed she was _]umped by
other girls, and we’ve investigated,” said
Principal Elvin Morion. “So far, it looks
like two girls fighting and nothing more.”

ommunity issues sometimes end up at
schools . and. educators don’t know what
they will get on a daily basis, he said. Ad-
ministrators and- campus security must lis-
ten and look for signs that are out of the or-
dinary and be prepared to respond to almost

" anything. '

But if someone says they’ll bring a gun -

-onto campus, all bets are off, Momon said
“We’re gonna react,” he said.

‘Doing things differently

At Palm View Elementary in Coachella,
no students goes to the restrocom alone. A
school employee has been dispatched to
monitor the bathrooms full time. .

A 10-year-old girl reported that she was
sexually assaulted in a- bathroom  during
school hours within the last 10 days, said
Principal Maria Grieve. The Riverside
County Sheriff’s Department, which is in-
vestigating the incident, has no suspects
yet.

“We have totally changed the way we do
things,” Grieve said. The school district is
providing a full-time security guard for the

~ campus. More yard supervisors have been
added, and two will stay throughout the
school day.

Parents have also volunteered to monitor
the office door to ensure campus. visitors

. sign in. That’s in addition to it being moni-
tored by a school secretary.

“There’s been a shift in our society and
parental. responsibility — almost to the
point of us-raising their children for them,”
Grieve said. “We have some parents who
see us as a baby-sitting service. That’s why

. more of them are joining gangs. They want
to belong to a family, and gangs become a
substitute family.”

Widespread campus violence

~ Violence has plagued the region’s school

campuses in the last six months, and it is
not limited to. sheotings. Among the inci-
dents was a fight at A.B. Miller High
School in January in which 20 students
were detained by pelice. Pacific High
School has seen-a spate of fighting since the
beginning of the school year.

On Jan. 9, ramors kept roughly half of
Beaumont High School’s 1,500 students

K o TS S LS S T

room conversations indicated some  stu-
dents ‘'might bring firearms to school. A
month later, shots were fired in-a Beaemont
neighborhood, causing a short lockdown at
five nearby schools. Last month, Beaumont
High School had its worst fight in recent
history when a brawl broke out after a
school assembly.

“We’ve become a society very afrald of
violence, and it’s hit close to home in this
general area,” said Karen Poppen, an assis-
tant superintendent for the Beaumont Uni-
fied School District. “This is not just a
school problem, it’s a community probleni.
The question is how do we come together
and how are we going to solve this?” :

Last fall, the school district began work- -
ing with Beaumont police, and training for
district security- officers has improved
along with the level of security as a whole,
Poppen said. Earlier this month, interim Su-
perintendent Nicholas Ferguson began '
holding community task force meetings to
discuss issues like campus safety and stu-
dent discipline.

Such problems are new for the district,
Ferguson said.

“We’re not accustomed to that kind of
thing,” he said.

Jerry Sturmer, director of educational
safety and security for the Rialto. Unified
School District, said he has noticed more
physicality between students — and an in-
crease in gang activity.

“We must react to violence,” he said.
“We need more resources, right now they
are extremely limited.”

Sturmer is frustrated about applying for a
competitive five-year $500,000 state grant,
only 35 of which are being offered.

He is also angry that the federal govern-
ment is cutting Safe and Drug-free schools
money by 21 percent next year, money that
pays for school resource officer anti-drug
and anti-violence programs.

“Everybody says we need safe schools
he said. “But nobody wants to pay for it.”

Changing times

. Ever since Columbine and 9/11, in some
ways school officials have “sometimes
overreacted,” said Valdez, a professor of
race and ethnic relations at Cal State San
Bernardino.

“We’ve all been told all the signs were
there, but no one paid attention,” she said.
“Are these kids going to go and carry out
what they say they will? Who knows?”

Children are bombarded every day with
violent images on television, movies and
video games, and society is becoming de-
sensitized to violence, Valdez said.

Times have changed.

Students in the *60s and *70s would get
into trouble, fighting and drinking beer and
smoking, but it was different from today,
Valdez said.

“You' didn’t ever hear about the same
type of vicious crimes like shootings and
rapes,” she said. “And there was never any-
body gettmg raped in the bathroom
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MYNESHAS CIRCL

Urges a Mynesha S Law

‘By Andrew Edwards |
- Stafl Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — Sen. Bar-

bara Boxer said Friday she wou]d in-

troduce anti-crime legislation in the
me of Mynesha Crenshaw, an il-
ar-old girl slain here in an apparent
g-related shooting in November.

a Friday meeting with leaders of
s Circle, 2 community group
d:to-fight crime in the wake of
death Boxer, D Calif

m— honor of Myne-

ece of legislation
-piece of legislation
iAgination and

the spirit of the people,” Boxer said.

Boxer asked local leaders to craft
language for a new law that could fund
such endeavors as housing or commu-
nity policing programs: Boxer said she
and Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.,
would introduce leglslatlon intended
to heal troubled communities.

Mayor Pat Motris, a member of My-
nesha’s Circle, said he would -take
Boxer up on the idea.

“We’re going to do exactly as she
suggested,” Morris said. “We've got

.to find those issues that resonate with
the federal government.”

New legislation could fund pre-
school classes or aid regional efforts to
combat gang crimes and drug traffick-
mg Morris, a former judge, said Fri-

See BOXER / Page A4
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Photos by Eric ReediStalf pholographer
June Rentas, Ieft dlrector of the Intand Empire Job Corps Center in Muscoy, walks with Sen. Barbara Boxer, 5th

District county Super\nsor Josie Gonzales and Fontana Councilwoman Acquanetta Warren while on a visit to the
center on Friday.. . ,

ABOVE: Boxer and San Bemardino Mayor Pat Morris chat at
The Sun on Friday during Boxer's visit to the Inland Empire.

LEFT: Boxer talks with Inland Empire Job Corps Center stu-
dent Diana Gomez, 17, during her business and technology
class in Muscoy on Friday.
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FROM THE CIRCLE TO THE SENA

‘Civic leaders
“work on little
girl’s legacy .
By Selicia Kennedy-FIoss
Staft Wrrtef

Amm ‘Caballero reached her’

. breaking point in 2004, the year
Salinag ad a fecord 20 homicides

, pinn
of gangs fmm a nearby state :
prison,
plagued with -
‘murders,
drive-bys
and assaults,
L9 - "We felt
AIVNESHAS CIRCLE [t
. der siege,
How to help ﬁlcll : ?1?_
: ero, -the
m% mayor of
¢20 the San Bemardnp  Salinas. “We
Majors Oficeat  just couldn’t
{009) 384-5133.  get control of
. - the situation
beyond the resources we had, Even
with extra officers on the street we
couldn’t get a handle on jt.”
Caballero turned to Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif. The two
worked with Salinas and Monterey
County officials to draft legislation
asking for federal money to help -
the embattled city. :
- A year later, 350 miles away
an 1l-ycar-old San Berardino -

See MYNESHA/ Page A KEICHBORHOOD PATROLS BOXER VISITS COMMUNITY LEADERS




Mynesha

"conlinixed ‘rom page Al

gzrl was shot to death in t.he aparlment .
she was’ staying in — ~galvanizing-a
community that, like Salings, bad f’ nal-
Iy seen and tieard. enough

.Enter Boxer agam, with ‘an offer of ’
federal legislation in honor of that lit-
tle- girl, Mynesha Crenshaw, -and ‘a
challenge to the community to help de-
fine . what :specifically :*"Mynesha’s
‘Law” could consist of.- *

Since making her offer Iast week. to-

leaders of Mynesha's Circle — & com-
" munity, outreach group-. formed . after.
-Mynesha’s death Nov.’13 — Boxer has-
agreed to. -make a;$1° million-appropri-,
ations. request 16 fund gang-prevention-
- efforts in San Bernardino. That money -
would-place 11 juvenile probation. of-

ficers at public schools to: work wn‘h :

kids on the verge of joining gangs. .

‘In’ the  meantime, the details of a
Mynesha’s Law are still being devel-
oped; and, will-include “the best ideas
from-the community and the best mod-
els to address the ciisis of gang vio-
lence,” said Boxer spokeswoman Na-
: talle Ravitz..

“Ina written statemeut Ravitz said

‘Boxer: hopes to: include Mynesha's .

Lawin her revamped Violence Against. ™

Children Act in'the next few months. "

Tlie' bill, meant. to- ¢ombat violent _.

crimes against children, will inclhjde:
‘tougher penalties, more support for'lo-.

tlI]lS

Movmg forward

“San Bemardino.- Mayor Pat Morris
smd there are any number of possibili-

tes for what Myneshas Law could -

consnst of. -

- It. éould put more pollcc on the'

cal police agenmes and help for- vie- -

<

streets, or help first-time homebuyers .’
" who are looking to invest in the com-
munity. It could hetp fund community ~

and recreation programs to keep kids

_ busy during the time they are most
iikely to get into trduble — after
school.

" “First and foremost, I want to re- -

duce gun violence,” Morris said.
“What we're seeing here ‘is the use of
‘handguns by young ganghbangers to
seftle their disputes, and innocent peo-
ple are being killed in the process.”

Morris said one aspect of Myne-
sha’s Law could be appointing a feder-
al prosecutor to the county Gangs-and
_ Drugs Task Force, because federal law
pl‘OhlbllS the transport and sale of
guns. ‘Federal prosecutmns would
mean tougher penalties.-

“If you prosecute under federal law,

- thére are much more. serfous ' conse-
* quences,” Morris said. “In California,

they get time off for geod behavior
and work. time, so they can'bé out in
half the time they are sentenced to.

“Bi¢-féderal court doesn't have that
kind “of deducnon “and you do Lhe
time. Hard time.”

A national pohcy that cncouraged
federal” involvement “in such task
forces could also be addressed by My-
nesha’s Law :

Morris said he and his staff are com-

"plhng a list of San Bernardino’s. needs .

and worlqng on more anti-gang initia- -
tives, using among other thinigs, infor- -
mation and ‘strategies g]eaned from
Mynesha 5 Circle. - |

- ‘Watching with particular: mterest is -
Mynesha’s mother;, Roshatta. JOSeph
who. has séen & commumty come to-—
gether afterher davghter’s deal.h inan:
apparent gang-related shooting.

. Mynesha had ‘gotten up'-from ‘the

dinner table to fix her stepfather a taco
wher bullets ripped through the: walls.
and window of the Del Rosa neighbor- ¢
hood apartment,. where the family had -
been staying. Seven men have been ar- -
fested in connéction with the killing,
- Since then, ‘grass-roots -efforts to-
deal wnh ¢rime” and viclence have .
spning up-throughout the city: In Janu-
ary, Mynesha's-Ciscle led a 1,600-per-—
son-walk through the’ nelghborhood

-where Mynesha was shot. The group is -

currently “developing’ stralegles for-
dealing- with some of the: core issnes
that lead to.gang viclence. +

“Maybe she: was’ God's angel and
this is what he sent her here to d6,” she
said. “Sometimes 'm_happy, some-
times T'm pot. I want to- §
done i

She said she wants to see. the com-"
munity “cleaned wp,” ‘and. if Myne:
sha’s Law comes t0 pass, she hopes it
will Lielp provide ‘youth ‘programs ia.
San. Bernardino, somethmg ln keep
their minds occupied.”” -

“That would be nice if (Mynesha s
Law) could happen, henonng my. -
baby, she said. “It won’t be a closuze,
but it will be way to help other kids .
to make sure it doesn’t happen to them.
And to prevent other mothers from
feehng like I'm feelmg iight now”” - -

Bolstenng pollce

cheral cuts have ‘been: deep, and”
many pohce departments have suf-
fered, including Salinas’. -

When & federdl Safe Schools grant
and COPS funding ended in 2002, the
blue-Collar community of 143,133 was
left with féw resources. Then the 2003
recession hit, causing, unemployment
and crime (o rise 25 gangs from a near-
by state’ prison [ook over the street
ga.ngs o
-A series of shooungs followed int
September 2003 and continued into-
January 2004, contributing to 20
deaths, Salinas’ highest murder rate in

15 vanrs

- Caballero recalled the” despan' and
hopelessness shie felt. .

- It was- gettmg up in.the mornmg-
a.nd opening the newspaper and seeing .
all of the shootings,” the mayor said.
“It was having the chief call me at-
midnight ¢o fell me there had been an-
other senseless shooting™ By April -
2004, five moie murders occarred, and -
the city was well on' its. way to rcach-
ing 20 again; prompl:mg Caballero to
seek belp. from-Boxer. Leg:slar.mn set-
ting “aside $3.2 million in’ federal fund- -
ing to fight garigs in-Salinas was draft-
ed..Tt was approved, and the éity re-
ceived the money a year later, .

A’ task ‘force “including’ Monterey
County: shieriff’s: and probation offi-’
cers, Salinas pohce and the Monterey
County” Dlsmct Attorney 5 Ofﬁcc
formed 52 ILs

Sahnas “police-hiredt fotr -more . offi- -
cérs.: Patrols incréased countywide, A:
‘L2-meinber feain conducted: probatio .
_and-parolé sweeps: during . high-crime *
hours like Friday- and Saturday nights.
Parole - and, probation . viclators were
caught, and more arrests made. Fewer
drive-by shootings, robberies, assaults.

SCHOOL BELL FORUM -
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C1v1c leaders. |
“work on little
girl’s legacy -

By Selicia Kennedy—noss
Staff Writer

. oof gangs fmm a nearby state :
. pr ison
plagued with
‘murders,
‘drive-bys.
and assanlts.
AR - “We  felt-
HVHESHAS CRCLE [ A
A - der siege,

Howlohelp said - Ca-
Thse with dions  Dallero, cthe .
forMymechas [awmay  M2yor  of
call the San Bemarding Salinas. *We

Omceat  just couldn't

{909) 304 5133, get control of
) the sitvation
beyondmermnmwchad Even |
with extrd offivers on the street we
couldn’t get a handle on it.” ’

Caballero turped to Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif. The two .
worked with Salinas and Monterey
County officials to drafl legislation
asking for federal money to help -
lhcembauledqu :

- A year later, 350 miles away.
ag Il-year-old_San Bernardino -

4 : - L & 7 A
Sge MYNESHA / Page Ad -NE!GHBURHODD PﬁTROI.S - BOXER VISNTS COMMUNITY LEABERS




Mynesha 5

conﬁnued trom page A1

g]ri was shol 1o death in the apamnent
she was' staying in — galvanizing-a
community. that, like Salinas, had final-
'ty seen and hieard encugh....

.Enter Boxer agam, W\I‘h an offer of
fedcra.l legislation in honor of that lit-"
tle - girl, ‘Mymesha Crenshaw, and "2
challenge to the community to help de-
fine .. what :specifically.” “Mynesha s

. ‘Law” could consist.of.7- i -

Since making her offer last week. 1o~
leaders of Mynesha’s Circle — z com-

" munity. outreach group- foimed. after-

- Mynesha ' death Nov.'13 — Boxerhas
agmed to- makemsl million-appropri--.
ations.request 16 fund gany-prevention
- efforts it San Bernarding. That money -
would-place 11 juvenile pmhanon of- -
ficers at public .schools to-work wnh
kids on the verge of joining gangs. .

‘In: the: meantime, the details qf a’
Mynesha’s Law are still being devel-

oped, and;will include “the best ideas
from-the community and the best mod-
els 1o address thé crisjs of gang vio:
lence,” said Boxer spokeswoman Na-
- talie. Ravitz..

“'Inv a written statement, Ravitz said-

Boxer: hopes to- include Mynesha's .

Lawin her n:vamped Violence Agaiiist
Children. Act. inthe nexi few months.
THe: bill;: meant. to- éombat :violent
- icrifnes against children, *will mclqd@ ’
_tougher penalties, more support for’ lo- .
cal pohce agenmes and help forivic

-"San Berardino Mayor Fat Morris
sald there are any number of possibili-
ties for whal M]mcsha S Law could

' con:ust of. -

- It Eould pnl more pohce on the .

streets, or help first-time homebuyers .
“ who are looking to invest in the com-.
munity. It could help fund community °.
.and recreation. programs to keep kids
_ busy- during the time' they are most
likely to. get into Lroub[c — after
school..” :
- “First and foremost, 1 want © 1e- -
duce gun violence,™ Morris said.
“What we're seeing here is the use of
handguns by young gangbangers to
-seftle their disputes, and innogent peo-
ple are being killed in the process.”
Morris said one aspect of Myne-
sha’s Law could be-appointing a feder-
a) prosecutor 10 the cobinty Gangs-and
Diugs Task Force, becanse federal law
pmhzblts sthe transport and sale of
~guns. Federal pmsecuuons would
mean tougher penalties.-

“If you prosecute under féderal law,

. there are rouch more: serious -conse-
* quenices,” Morris said. “In California,

they get’ time . off for: good behavior
and work. time, so they cad bé out in
half the timé they are sentenced 1o.
“But-féderal court‘doesn’t have that
kind "of dedncuon" And )rou dcr 1he
time. Hard time.” :
A national pohcy that. encom'aged
federal involvément “in “such task
forces conld a]so be adﬂressed by My— B
nesha sLaw o
Momssa:dhcandhlsstaffarewm— ‘

“piling a list of San Bernardino’s-needs -

and wmhng on more dnti-gang initia- - -
tives, using among otlier thirigs, infor- -
mation -dnd strategles” gleaned fmm—- ;
MyneshasC:rcle SE i By

 hias séen a’ commumty conte.
gether afterher davghter's death.in ani .
apparent gang-related” shooting.” - -7~
~Mynesha’ had ‘gotten. up :fiom the
dinner table fo fix hér stcpfather ataco -
when buliets npped through the: walls: -
and window ¢f the Del. Rosa.neighbor-.
hood apirtment,.where the family had -
been staying. Seven mer have been ar=-
fested in connection: wnh the killing: -~
Since then, _=grass—roots -efforts to-
deal .with ¢rime “and’. violénce have’;
Sprung up: throughout the city:In Janu- .
ary, Mynesha's Circle léd a 1,000-per—
son-walk through the: 'ne:ghborhood"

H

-where Myne;hawas sh The group- g

“Maybie' she-was G ge] E
this is what he sent her hcre to db,” she ’

- She said she watl .
munity “cleaned up,” ‘an
sha’s Law comes t pass; shé hopes
will help provide ‘youth ‘prigrams |
San’ Bernardino, somethmg to. Keep™.
their minds occupled -
“That would be nice 1f (Myneshas
Law) could happen; henonug my.
baby,” she said. “It won 't be a closure,-.
but it will be way tohelp other'kids ..
to make sure it doesn’t happen to them.
And to prevent” other mothers me
feelmg like I'm feeling ng,ht now."

Bolstenng po ice "

Fr.dera] cuts have ‘been: deep. and"
many pohce depa.rtmcnts havc suf- :
fered, including Salinas™. -

When a federdl Safe Schools granr
and COPS fundmg ended.in: 2002, the
blue-Collar community of. 148,183 was
left with few resovirces. . Then the 2003

- recession hit, causing, ‘unemployment

and crime fo rise as ganps from anear-
by state. prison molr over the. street
gangs. . -

A series of. shuoungs fo]lo\Ved- in:
Seplcmber 2003 and. ‘continued - into-
Jenuary 2004, contributing to 20
deaths, Salinas’ highest murder rate in

TR wanre

- Caballero recalled the despau' and
hope]essness she felt.. .

2 ¥It ‘was-getting up im. the- mornmg
and opening the néwspaper zod seeing -
all of the shootipgs,” the mayor said. .
“It ‘was having' the chief calt me at -
midnight to fell- me-there had been an-
other senseless shooting™ By April. -
2004, five more murdérs octinred, and':
the’city was well on jts-way to reach-
ing 20 again; prompting -Cabatlera to .
seck help from Boxer; Legislation set->
ting aside $3.2 million in'federal fund- *
ing to fight ganigs inS ‘was draft- -
€d: It was approved, and’ the éity” re-
ceived the- moaey a yéar later, .-

A’ task ‘forceinélnding’ Montcmy
County sheriff's: and probation offt-
cers’; Salinas polxce. and the- Monterey
County Al : {

: during higlr-crime -
“hovirs like Fnday and Satardiy nights.
Pafole -and.: pmbanon .violators were
cavght, and more arrests made. Fewer
drive-by shootings, robberiés, assaults.
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Sen. Barbara Boxer,
D-Calif., dlscusses
Myneshas Law <+
with reporters from

MYNESHAS CIRCLE 8

By Lisa Friedman
. ..and George Watson
© . Staff Writers - R ~

~ "WASHINGTON — Sen. Barbara Boxer
ot Thursday introduced - sweeping gang-
- prevention legislation in the name.of 11-

- year-old Myaesha Crenshaw, slain tast fall

in an apparent gang-relaled shooung in

_ :San Bernardino.

- Clutching a poster-s:zed photograph of
the pigtailed girl, the California Democrat
said :Mynesha’s’ death, underscores the
need - for a comprehenswe appmach tc
ending gang vtolence

et e ot

) prsgx;g and Urban’ D;velopment

- “She became a symbol for thc cuy of '

the injustice and the tragedy of thls kind of

" thing,” Boxer said.

Under the bill, a co umty could e-
quesl federal assistance by declanng itself
a “high-intensity gang activity area.” If el-
igible, that community ‘would then be
among those first in line for a range of fed-
eral memonng, after—school and violence-
prevention funding. o

The program. would be overseen by a
newly created federal task force made up
of the departments of Justice, Education,
Labor, Health and Human. Services, and

The bill, dubbed Mynesha’s Law, is the
latest effort spurred from Mynesha's slay-

ing in November. The killing galvanized
the community against the onslaught of
crime, leading to the ereation of a commu-
nity-action group -— Mynesha s Circle —
that. continues to seéek solutions to the
city's crime problems. -
" The issue also played a plvotaI role in
San Bernardino’s mayoral race, leading to
the February election of Pat Morris, who
campaigned on a multi-tiered effort o
tackle cnme and revitalize the city.

See M_YNESI;I_A /Page A4
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TEENFEST - v
WWHO: Fontaria @éénzigerls- _
M WHAT: Aq Information falr .
with bodths on the dangers - .
of drug abuse, how to geta .
sumimer job and make good. .
 college and career choices;
- also 'ska:eboardinga:}d- :

Treestyle bike demonstra:
Adons e
. MWHEN: 10'a,m, Saturday - *
+ M WHERE Jack Bulk Pavi-
I fon, 16581 Filbert Ave:, -

”_Fotana .-_ e
M INFORMATION; {903
| 428:8360, ext. 222 .

:

ong -time. " Aboi
Uﬂic*iaﬁ received an es-
5'million to do the job.
it ‘construction costs have grown
fice lhén;_Hackney said, 50 he was un-
re how imuch it would cost to render
his dreams a reality, o

i ge Watson
-4 Stalf Writer . -
Y iy

+ -harsh reality. La )
~ Open a door and sce a group of ¢hil- .. He knows his best chance "cones
dren from low-income families Playing . ‘now, about a’ year after Boxer 1dured
on a foosball or air-hiockey table. Peer ' the". chiti. ‘Notmally, people walk
through an interior window and seg kids - through the 25 000-square-foor facility
surfing. the Internet- gr taking school. in about 10 minutes, Hackney said.
classes. - v R The senator spent an-hour. Hackney
But look at the walls and see broken " “said it was clear she was moved by the
‘|- “emergency lights hanging by a wire. Or . needs of the club. She wamted 10 sce
- inspect the floors and see the tattered  every facet of the operation, he said.
carpets covered with stains apd years of Boxer was unavailabie for comment
grimy buildup. Or check out the rac- Thursday, A spokeswoinan expressed
* quetball count that has become the only  optimism but suggesied caulion al the
* Storage facility. - . sametime, ', . '
©On this early Thursday afiernoon,  * “Senator Boxer asked for a high
-1+ ~though, hope was winning the day. The number of $3. million because - she
 Aeeling stemmed froin pews that Sen. wanted to send a signat to the commit-
L Barbara Boxer, D-Calif,, was requesting . tee abéut how important this s to her,”
$3 million from the Senate Appropria-

said Natalie Ravitz. “She will fight
|+ tions Committee for the ¢lub’s 30-year- . with every fiber for the community, but
' oM facility. :

.- 1 just want 1o impress upon you that
“The possibilities are huge,” said

this i% going to be an uphilt battle,”
Clifford Hackney, the chief professional

. Much needs to be done 10 improve
officer for the club who has worked the club operation, which reached a

there for eight years. “The money maxed-out point years ago. More than
ik - would go a long way. It's easier togote 2,600 children haye access o the club.
T L. *+" the community, the businesses, and sdy About 1,900 of them have paid a mem-

Have an event you'd fike' we need 10 start a capital-fund drive, ™ bership fee. -
mm‘&‘gﬁmgﬁf Hackney wants to renovate the cor-  © The San Bemardine club js fairly
Mem@sbsmm ‘rent facility. and build 2 second floor wnique becayse it offers much more-

atop it. The plan has been floating Hian.ihe_gymnasium and pool normaily

‘—i—_‘_'-'_:-_____%_'l_ﬁ_;___,.__,,_,w;..., e e

Tound at Boys & Girls Clubs,

‘Children can atiend in between regu-

lar school sessions. They can vse com-

puters or attend counseling and therapy

sessions. Troubled middle-school stu-
dents have a last chance through the
club’s educational academy, created
through a parinership between the city
and county. o

Parents can learn English as long as

they sign up to tutor afterward. And in *

Some cases, gang members have given

up their affiliations for steady jobsasa’

lifeguards,

But the needs are never-ending,

Hackney said.

““Teens airive and share the rec room’”
kids half their age,” he snid...

with
“They need their gwn space. [ want 1o
build 2 teen center.” ’

Depending on funding; Hackney_:,'

also wants 1o rebuild the
the gymnasium. He wants 1o make -a
full-scale performing-arts program,
with music and drama, because so

many school districts have cut their .

OWI programs,
“There’s a lot of wlent in this com-

munity, but kids don't have an outlet,”

Hackney said.

So for now, the club will wail o
learn their fate from Congress. Club of-
ficials have been doing it for decades;
Hackney said, and they will keep wait-

stage area in

ing while keeping the club operating at -

its fullest until help arrives,
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Mynesha’s Circle outli

Group_._dr-afts anti-violence strategy

By Megan-Blaney :

The meeting will begin at 8 am.

. NEXT MEETING
When: 8-a.m. May 13

W_here: Church of God of Prophecy,

3030 Del Rosa Ave. B

A spotlight on potential
solutions to crime in our

community. For more,
visit www.shsun.com.

- Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — A~

six-part plan to reduce violence
and créate community. partner-
ships to address” the problem at
its core will bé presented May 13
at the next meeting of Mynesha’s
Circle. : - :

"The draft plan was put together

-by members of the circle, a com-.

munity-outreach effort created af-

ter the Nov. 13'slaying of 11-year-

old Mynesha Crenshaw in an ap-
narent gang-related shooting.

e meeting is designed to so-

{ broader community -input.

at the Church of God of Prophe-
¢y, 3030 Del Rosa Ave. The pub-
lic is invited, although’ seating is

limited to the church’s capacity .
" of about 150.

- The meeting also kick starts a
new phiase for Mynesha's Circle,

“which was formed by T Sun

and a group of concerned citi-
zens to -brainstorm ideas for
cleaning up the city’s streets.
Those. discussions cvolved
more rtecently into a formal
strategic-planning process led by

Kent Paxton, San Bernardino

See CIRCLE / Page A4

MYNESHAS CIRGLE | SIX GOALS

The members-of Mynesha's Circle have created a draft strategic plan to. reduce violence in
San Bematdino. The plan is based on community input and has been riamowed to six deslred

outcomes, outiined below. Detalls of these Initiatives will be presented in Tha Sun in the days -
leading up to the May 13 public meeting of Mynesha's Circle. - S '

. f] Create a healthy -
‘ e _ e business environment.
‘Reduce the number of péop!e living

g oo e dily.
in poverty. o

Joflife, -

Sustain Mynesha's
Circle. *

0 Reduce child ‘qbu'se',_'a_hdineg|éc’t,'r '
J siibistance abuse and juvenile arrests. .

Source: Mynesha’s Circle dralt Strateglc Plan

Circle

, éontinued from page A1

Cc;unty Childi{én’s Network offi-

cer; who i$-on loan temporarily
from the county.

With the plan drafted, one
possibility-is to shift full-time
‘management of - Mynesha’s
Circle to a nonprofit agency
that can carry out the group’s

" objectives and work with local

goyernment and community -

agencies.

“Créating this kind of “formal
community-based parinership is
among_the recommendations of

-the draft strategic plan.

- Arrowhead United Way is in-

terested and will be “working -

with Paxton and others to deter-
mine it role in the partnership.

_ Doug Rowand, president of
Arrowhead United Way, said

- Mynesha's Circle and the strate-

gic plan hold great promise.
“There was quite a variety-of

people, which was the goal on-

this, to get not just key commu-

nity leaders but people from all

parts of the community,” he

said, “It’s all about improving.

life in the community.”

“The May 13 meeting will be

held a few blocks from where
Mynesha was killed while hav-

ing dinner with her family. Po-
lice say gang members shot

through the walls and windows
of the apartment in an act of re-
taliation for an earlier shooting.

Her death triggered a commu-

nitywide outcry for safer streets

and prompted Sen. Barbara
Boxer, D-Calif., to introduce

federal anti-gang legislation’ in
Mynesha’s name. -

‘Paxton, who will continue to
facilitate Mynesha Circle meet-
ings during the transition, said
he is personally invested but
seés a more formal partnership

“led by a full-time manager as an

important next step. )
“] want to see it work. It’s go-
ing to take somebody who
knows the community and who
the community trusts,” he. said.

‘Gontact writer Megan Blaney at {909}

386-3828 or via e-mail al
megan.blaney@shsun.com.
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Albert Jackson, 13, practices while he waits for a pickup basketbali game to begin at First Church of the N

PASTOR PURSUING BASKETBALL SANCTUARY

=
1 K
&

Gabriel Acosta/Staff photographer
azarene in'San Bernardi-

no on Tuesday. The church’s pastor, the Rev. David Rhone, wantsto transform its community center into a gym for Iocal children.

urc

By Selicia Kennedy-Ross
Staff Writer

1

SAN BERNARDINO — By 6 o'clock, the
sun is setting, its golden glow falling on the
near-empty basketball courts at First Church of
the Nazarene.

The courts, at 15th Street and Sierra Way,
never stay empty for long, especially when the

weather is perfect for a game of pickup basket-
ball. o oo

By 6:15 p.n., about three dozen young men
from the nerghborhood bave arrived, and three
games starf, - ,

The church is the only place within a mile that
provides a basketball court open to the neighbor-
hood, said the Rev. David Rhone, pastor of First

Nazarene. The only rule the church enforces: '

S® SN

Players must wait to start their games until 6:15
p-m., once the church day careé and preschool
have closed. - - o

There are no community centers nearby,
Rlione said. No parks. No playgrounds.

He says he’s trying to change that. He plans to
create a youth basketball league for elementary-

See CHURCH / Page A4

MA’ ‘,' 2005
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:conhnued from page A1

schaol chlldn:n Part of he plan is 10 convert
the church’s community center-into & basket-
ball gym for neighborhood children. The 80-
foot-by-44-foot building is tco smalt for in

- adult-size facility, bul the perfect size for a
~youth-keague gym and 3 place for the: youngcr
_children to go-afler schoel, he said.

. I have volunteer coaches n:ady,

- have connections at othier churches to get a
-league going,” Rhone said. “And 1 can get -
“an électrohic:scoreboard frum i soda com-

pany What 1 néed is monsy

. The dieam |s not inexpensive; The mtal;
- cost of converting the cliurch building intg.
a gym, including ‘& e durable’ plhsl! .
_floor, is about-$75,000, he said.

The neighborhood, part of & 20- block
area bound by "16th Streét-on the northy-

. Waterman Avenue on thé €ait, Base Line -
- on the south and Sierra Way on the west, is .

. poised for change. JU will’ ‘be the. testing

grbund for Mayor Pat Motris' new. anti- .

crime plan, Operation Phaemx. w)uch is
still under-development. -

" " Police say the’ reclangl’e-shaped nelgh-, !
. borhood is high i érinaé and blight and no-.
. torious for drpg and gang. aclivity. It's a

. place where crimes such as aggravated as-

sault, robbery and burglaty are commaon.
Rhone has laken Motris” crime-! fghung

’ plﬂn to héart, which’ thé mayor has said is .

- likely to include a greater pohcc presence: -
.and more youth pfograms in the area’
" Morris has also said he wanls.lo help o

Rhone. With no open-space or patks near- -

by, there is little for childien 1o da besides -

sit and watch the drug deals go duwn Mor-

ris said.
- San Bernarding's ﬁght agmnsl crime has

‘gaiied momentum since the death of 11-

* year-old Mynesha Crenshaw, who’ was

kitled Nov: 13 whben bullets pierced the -
apartment she-was, living in during what

'polu:e tiave said wasa gang-relaled shoot-

ing.

Moris | hns %aid San Bemardino’ needs

. more community- centers and recreational
* programs for farnilies and childrén becavse
. the city's recreation départment is “terribly

- understaffed.” He lavded community and

faith-based . organizations, . like Plrst

- Nazarene, for stepping up to help.

Morris also reiteratéd the need for after-
school programs thai. keep- chjldren busy

" between 2 and 6 p.m. Violént crimes. com-

. education deparlmenty;

mitted_by., juveniles, spike . during _those .
hours, accotding :to 4 2004 teport by the .

;chl!d-advocncy group Fight Cnme lnvcsi
. _:.m Kids. ™~ :

Children até rote Ilkely © drink,
3moké or take drugs;and engage in risky .
that time; accord-
ing to a 1999 sludy the U.S justi

“That’s exactly- whi Twant lq du t}ns

* " Rhone said. "1I'm. ndt, willing (o stand by

and watch anothér génération of children’
get throws away.: Aiid that’s exactly what's"
happening rwhen lhey‘nre forced into the
street with the drugs ihe gangbangers, the

. prostilutes.”

Many of the ynung men, playmg baskct-
batl &t the church range in age from’ 12io”

- 22. Many say they would have appreciated”

an option like the onc Rhone is proposing.

“I think that would be good, real good,” .
said 22-year-old T.F; Amerson. “My littie
brother has io lake his hirlfriend’s. livle

- 3885 or via e-mall at selclake

_ munity ‘Center) downtown ™" -
La'Vofle Henderson 48 12. He. his’

played at the church nearly every day for .
-the past year, and enthusiastiéally suppdrts .

the idea of a youth 1eague But he’s afrdid
he'll be too old for it by ihe time it opens.

everything and to not be bored,” La’ Vonte
said. "] concentrate on sports and basket-
ball.™

He said he tries to {urget negnnve (hmgs ’

'.bmlhers Al the way lo Hernandcz (Com— T

“! come up here to take my mind: off -

like thie gunfire he typically hears and (ries -
to shield his 5-)rear~uld bmlher from on the

weekends.

down,”

happens.”

“I tell him 16 come here ‘and to stay '
La'Vonte said, matter-of-factly. -
L We always get dowii Lo hake sure nothing .

Playing basketbiai) at the church is safer
than playing elsewhere, said Don Collms

15. Less drama, he said. .
Still, it remains an uneasy tnice between

players respect the 6:15 p.m. rule, there are
times when the church’s.bucly day-care -

pervisor, David Prince, has had fo ask’
“some of the players 1o wait unnl the chil-.

dren and parents Jeave campus.
Opening a youth gytn would énable the
church to give ybuths a refuge before 6:15-

"the players and the church. ‘Although most .’

pan., bécause thie school chl]dren would be -

on anather side of the campus, Rhone said.
The church; which has been on the prop-

eity ‘since 1950, has_ changed along with

the neighborhood. The original church.
“riow serves as the comtunily center that .
-Rhone hopes to converl into the gym. The

_current sanciuary was built in 1961,
Despile its age, the A-frame structure

has retained mtich of jts grandeur with 88
mu]ltcolored stamed glass co]umn witf-.*

dows.. .

As Rhone walks pnst lhe ‘wihdows,
through a pristh of rainbow-colored Jight,
it is clear-fhdt not éveryone respects the

- sanchiaty.-He passes several broken panes,’

-some patched to'tepair damage from rocks,

thtown .at the windows. Theé church has
als6 been thé target of severa) break-ins! -

7 Rhoné has.a long-standing relationship

with the church. His father was also a pas-

tor at First Nazarene and helped establish -
the parachial school there, Valley Christian

Academy. Rhone was the first sludent en-
rolled.

-said. "The basketball program is mine.”
Contact writer Selicka Kmﬂedy-km ] |9os| 338—

“School was my l'alhcr 5 dream." he

_MWHEN: Voung beghs Jtine ;A two-hour,
: ttralnlng class before the eIecI}on is requi
. WHERE: Cential Courlhousa, 351 WA
* rowhead Ave., Sari Bemardlno

Health Servu:es Act team

B WHAT: The fiee "Mind Your Hearlh‘ event -
to, pmmulewellness and recovery will fea- .
fure an art exhibit, Native American flute

- musi¢, a marial-arts demonstration, food,
- "face palnting and informational vendors. ...
Fout bieyctes will e raffled oft.. "7

m WHEN: 10 a.m. 1o apm, Saturday

M WHERE: Carouset Mail 295 Carousel -

Mall, San Bernardirio

W INFORMATION: Gall I.ynn Neuenswander
at the county’ Department of Behavmral
Health at (209) 387-7710.. .-

PREVENTING PROSTATE GRNCER
M WHO: The Man Talk Project
8 WHAT: A presentation about prostate

" cancer and how it disproportionately al-,

fécts black men, Educational information
will be provided.

" M WHEN: 10 am-to 11 am. Satuniay

B WHERE: Norih Fontana Church 7186
Cypress Ave.

] INFORMATION For more calt Monette
Rayford at {809} 620- 9161 ’

“RELP THE COMMUNITY YOTE

- mWi0: San Bemardmo Cnunly Regisuar v
of Voters )

"M WHAT: The county needs volunleers es s

petially” vilinguat residents, fo staff polling '1
praces for the June primary election; 4‘0"-};'1;

workers receive a supend up to-$135 fore-
the dey, with an additional bonus for thasé
who speak both’ Spanish and Engllsh .

M INFORMATION: Thosé intergsted in worﬁ
ing the poils-can call the Reglstrar of ‘d'ut—
ers Olfice at {(909) 387- 8300 oF (800)
881-8683. '

Have st event you'd like yoor meighbors 46 know
sbowt? Let us kmow. Call (909) 386-3877 or mall
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would offer money as well as of-
fice space, phones and computers-
for the effort. )

_ Morris said he hopes to get do-
nations from other officials, insti-
tutions and ordinary people. His
initial goal is to raise more than
$100,000. and " perhaps use the
Community Foundition serving
San Bemnardino and Riverside

A spotiight-on -
potential solutions . .
to crime in-our

educe incidents:of
‘muider af

Mem . 18 — ity
group fomed in miemory of an 11-year-old-
gl kifled in what police say was a gang- -~
-telated shooting — have developed-a. - ..

GALLERIES - . |

4. Créate"a healthy business enviionment. - More photos from the - -

counties-to hang on to the money.
At some point, Mynisha’s Cir-

‘stiategic plan to make San Bemapdino safer;

The plan has sk goals, and the group; which
includes city residents, city and county

Mynisha's Circlé-meet-
ing and from the:neigh- .

clewill ave to ormally incorp-
Circle

continued from page A1

‘rate or operate under the umbrella of another non-
profit group such as the Community Foundation,
Morris, said. : S

Once there is a good chunk of money saved up,

- the foundation could seek proposals from local non-

-profit groups to put programs in place. An advisory
council of Mynisha’s Circle members would seléct
the:‘programs to be funded.

. “T-would like to see the founddtion put out ... re-
quests for proposals in the city, asking them to sub-"
mit their best ideds ... and then launching from that
base of resources and enthusiasm,” Morris said.

The Rev. Reginald Beamon said the emphasis
should continue to be on what people can do them-
selves., ’ :

“Once we raise $100,000- ... where’s it going to

.80 A lot of times it doesn’t get to the people who

need it most,” he said. . -

Fpr e)gample, he. said, volunteers could remodel
community centers without spending much money.

“It has to be driven by people. We don’t just need
money; we need people,” Beamon said.

. Trudy Freidel, president of the San Bernardino
Clergy Association, agreed.

“No matter how much money we have, people are
our greatest resource,” she said. '

Getting sornething tangible going is important to
maintain the momentum and enthusiasm of the
group, Morris said after the meeting.
~ “The launch is going to be the critical part of this.
A well-launched prograni means the possibility of
sustaining (these efforts) is good,” he said.

Also last week, Momis and city staffers began
work on a 20-block area bounded by 16th Street,
- Base Line, Sierra Way and Waterman Avenue as the
- first neighborhood for the mayor’s Operation
'Pheenix, a broad anti-crime program. :

Operation Phoenix focuses on services and pro-
grams from govemment organizations; including the
city, the county, the school district and colleges,

officlals, and Mayor Pat Monis, hosted a
public forum Satufday, The goals are:

6. Sustain Mynisha's Circle,

SBSUN.COM: Read the full plan onfine.

Morris said, whereas Mynisha’s Circle is more of a

s-roots effort. o

“Thig is based on enthusiasm for retaking commu-
nities, and people themselves taking control of their
lives,” he said. )

The meeting Saturday was meant to flesh out the
six main goals outlined in the group’s strategic plan
to make San Bernardino-safer, including reducing
crime,-poverty,rchild abuse and juvenile crime, along
with creating a healthy business climate and improv-
ing the quality of life in San Bemardiro. The sixth
goal is to sustain Mynisha’s Circle.

The group broke up into six rooms to discuss the
goals in greater detail. :

A few common themes emerged.

Whether talking about economic opportunity,
crime or quality of Jife, there needs to be additional
activities for young people after school. And both
parents and theiz children need to Jeam about oppor-
tunities for college or vocational training.

Many children in fifth and sixth grade don’t think
college is possible and their parents don’t encourage
them because they don’t want to see their children

disappointed, said Gary Madden of the Inland Em-
pire United Way during the breakout session on re-
ducing poverty. : )

Young people need mentors to show them the
benefits of education, others said. -

Many parents have no idea how to provide a nor-
mal, stable home life, and they. should be trained, en-
couraged and supported, said Victona Stephan in the
session on reducing child abuse and juvenile crime.

In a time of limited money and resources, Morris
supports joint efforts by school districts and the city,
such as using schools for community centers.

Mynisha's grandparents, who attended one of the
group’s meetings for the first time Saturday, said
they were impressed by the enthusiasm for change.

“It's a lifting of my heart and spirit to know my
granddaughter’s death was not in vain,” said Anita
Venson, Mynisha’s grandmother. “It’s a great effort,
I feel like it’s a beginning of something greater. I
think it’s already affecting the community. When
they read it in the paper, they see there ishope.”
Contact writer Andrew Silva at (909] 386-3889 or via e-mail
at andrew.silva@shsun.com. .

borhood under annexa-
tion consideration.
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- Stall Writer ...

* = SAN BERNARDINO. — Stocked with Charles,
-+ -Dickens’ elassics and homéework assignments.on the
. board, thé room. where Javier Donahos teichcy his
5. courselooks imore like 4 high-schiol English clahs

.. thah a place to leam how 1o sleer clear of angs,

. Donahoe, 25, starts his class off casusl 1y, joking.
with the half-dozen boys slouching in the desks. All
are’ young and Latino; with. loose clothing and
cropped hair. - _ DL
.. “How’s school going — you “staying awake in
class? Donahoe asks one boy, eliciting Taughter

j vitom the small group.~ ¥ <o TAE
. Did-you talk to your boss about a bigger raise

Bemardino County Probation Department's Day Re-.
porting Center is an example of the range of services
the center offers, - -

Although Donahoe’s class isn't likely to be affect- -

ed by a critical shortage of probation/comections of-
[icers, others, ‘such as classes to £ncourage parenting-
sh]ls anger management and discourage crime, like

£ % Classes 1iké the one Donahoe teaches at the San - P

v

gun violence and petty theft, could be jeopardized if

the shortage jsn't alleviatéd soon, )
The county Probation Department is especially

short-staffed at Juvenile Hall, said Michelle Scray,

deputy chief of the agency,

Right now, the department needs 18 full-time pro-

T Photas by Al Guiz orvFor, The Sun
gang-aversion class’on

Aspotlighton -
polentlal solutions

community. For more,

LEFT: Javier Donahos, right, a
teacher at the Juvenlle
Probation Day Reporting

- Center in San Bernardino,
discusses the gultome of the
May 1 demonstrations by the
Latino commupity. =~

Sun's onlle fariim at sbsii g

bation/corrections officers and 16 “floater-type™ po-
sitions. :

Scray said the department has started an intensive-
recruiting effort 1o fill the vacant positions. But rather

See PROGRAMS / Page A5
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Javier Donahoe, Ieﬂ a teacheral the Juverila Probatlon Day Hapon[ng Center In San Barnardino, "

pals dowh $tudents befora tlass on Thursday

Programs -

continued from page A1’

than placing current staff on significant overtime, Scray
said, probation officiald have put a hold on the depant-
ment's external programs and some of its services.

For two months, all comections officers will cover
only internal shifts to fill in for the vacant positions, she
said.

The problem p]aguad the depantment for more than a
year before officials decided to pull officers from exiter-
nal and treatment-program duties, said Dan Bautista, di-
vision ditector of the Day Reporting Cenler.

“We aren't offering our full spectram of services

right now,” Baultista said.

5o Far, most of the center’s classes, like ihe class that
discourages petty theft, have survived, Another class
teaching responsible driving skills has not.

But shouid the anti-theft instructor — who is a pro-
bation/corsections officer — encounter a schedule
change, the center would no longer have anyone quali-
fied to teach that class, said Cynthia Prater-Buren, su-
pervising probation officer,

Other classes could be put on hold if here are no in-
structors available to leacll thern, but probation officials
remain upbeat.

“I'm hoping it won't come to that”" Praler-Buren .

said.

* The classes, some of which cost between $25 and -

$50, are open to the public, such as parents who are

having disciplinary problems with their children, not ~

just youths in the juvenile court system, Prater-Buren
said. They can be refersed through schools, the Proba-
tion De.pannwnl and social workers, she said,

* The center’s enroliment is also down now thal there

aren’t enough probation/corrections officers avallablc—
lo pass out the brochures advertising the center’s serv- .

. ices at juvenile traffic court or the schools.
“For a while, people were calling to find out if we
were closing,” Prater-Buren said.

. Although the day center is strefching its resources, if
the shortage isn't alleviated at least somewhat by June,
the classes could be in jedpardy. i

Some programs, like Roosevelt Lett’s Bridges pro-
gram, have been put on hiatus indefinitely due to the
probation staff shortage and a lack of state funding.

Lelt said he is fighting to save his program, not for
himself, but for the hundreds of youngsters it helps.

- Leéun hopes to revive the Bridges program, which was
put on hold in early April affer the Probation Depart-

ment said the program no fonger was eligiblé for feder- -

al funding.

Bridges, when fully funded allowed the Probation .

Department to transport hundreds of at-risk youths to
the Fountain of Life center in Devore, where they re-
¢eived menteoring and direction il performing commu-
nity-service duties,
Lett is the chief executive officer of Fountain of Life.
“We recognize the value of Ihe Bridges program,”

’

B CE1 LD - 7

T IT SAFE

-I WAL ez;lth & Safety Fair with fi ngerpnntmg.

bicycle-hétmet giveaways and medical screenings.
= WHEN: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday

[ WH-ERE Ja_c'k Bulik Park, 16581 Filbert St.,
Fontana

M INFORMATION: (909} 945-4207

" Have an event you'd like your neighbors 1o know about? Let vs

know. Call {909) 386-3877 or e-maft citydesk@sbsun.com.

said Scrasv, “but our first priority has 10 be the care and

-custody and safety of the minors we have detained.”

Bridges served about 300 young peoplte a month.

“You don't cul a program that is successful,” Leit
sajd, “Now the kids have to go out and look for people
1o hire theri. And who's hiring them? Are they mentor-
ing them — giving them devefopment? I we are just
using these kids as a labor tool, then it’s just about pun-
ishment, and they aren’t leaming anything.”

An evaluation of federal-Tunding puidelines forced
the Probation Department to determine the Bridges pro-

_gram did not qualify, Scray said.

“'We realized the program was no longer eligible un-
der the clarifications,” she said.

Lete said he plans to lobby Mayor Pat Morris for
funds 1o help reinstale the prograrn, at least for a year.

- Morris said his “door is always open,” but he is con-
fident the Probation Department had fully evalvated the
program before making its decision.

- Scray said once the department resolves its staffing
issues, the Bridges program will be re-evaluated. An ex-
temal work program of some sort is a necessary part of
the department’s operation, she said.

“We will take a look at th¢ Bridges program again,”
she said. *“We won’t be able to restore it to what it was,
but we can possibly restore it in part. Either way, we
will have something. Maybe it won't be called Bridges,
and it may not look exactly Lhe same, but we will have
something.”

But addressmg the probation staff shortage is not as
easy as it seems.

Bautista said the shortage mirrors national and
statewide law-ehforcement trends, which show some
law-enforcement officers leaving the field for more lu-

. cralive positions in the private sector.

While the Probation Department receives many ap-
plicants, the tough screening process can be difficult to
pass, said Anesa Cronin, a Supervising probation officer
who oversees recruitment.

“The screening can be stringent,” Cronin said. “But
it’s not as difficult as other law-enforcement positions.
‘We’re not 50 much about scaling walls as we are about
report writing and documemmion,

“Our agility needs are different.”

Conlact writer Selicla Hennedy-Ross at {909} 186-3885 or
via e-mall af selidakemedy@shsim.com.
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- Neighborhood shootings

In the past month, there have been at least three shootings, two non-
fatal and one fatal, in one square mile of the city bound by Mount
Vemon Avenue to the east, Califernia Streel to-the west, Base Line to
the south and Highland Aventie to the north. Police do not believe the -
shootings are refated: ‘ IR :

“{ On Monday, one of two men in a
{ silver sedan shot at a group of teen-
agers and children standing in the
1700 block of West Home Avenue.
A 14-year-old boy was Killed, and "
three other leens ware woundod. .

“Arroyo Valley
- High School

Center Drive was shot by another motorist. The
bullet grazed his head, causing him to crash his
Z car into a cement truck, police said.

driver at Base Line and Medl

Their injuries were not be-
lieved to be life-threatening
Reynolds came upon her

-teenage cousin. Something .

looked different.
 And then she realized it: A
bullet had blown one of her
cousin’s braids off her head.
" .But the girl was fine otherwise.
Eight-year-old Jessica was
“home with het.sister Maria
‘watching cheerleading
‘movie when the shots rang out.
-The girls ran cutside.
_“It was three people on the
- ground,- shot,” ‘Maria said.
“People  was ‘running from
down ‘the. street, towards the
boy who was in the.street, my
play brother. We yelled at Jes-
sica-to go back inside. She
don’t need to see ail that.”

Several people . gathered
around - Jarred. Somecne
shouted, “C’mon Jarred, make
it; make it!” _

Maria could see gunshot
wounds to his head, arm and
back. . .

“Somewhere in the back of
his neck, there was a lot of
bload,” she said.

Jarred wobbled his head
back and forth. His arm shifted
as friends implored him to
hold on. .

“He dozed off in the street,
and they tried to bring him
back,” Maria said. “But he

1 T st thatr virme tal1na B

_Staﬂ_ g.fap ic

to the hospital” .

The West Home Avenue
neighborhood quickly pulled
together for Jarred’s family.

Down the road a bit on
Medical Center Drive and
Union Street, the sidewalk and
parking lot ocutside the West-
side Food and Liquor corner
market on Tuesday = was

‘crowded with 70 to 100 of

Jarred’s friends and neighbors:

- holding a car wash to raise

money for the family. .
Girls yelted “Car wash!” as

others wiped down cars in the

small parking lot. .-
Many wore photographs of
Jarred around their necks.

At-risk neighborhood

" Residents of West Home
Avenue say their neighbor-

i hem. .
hood is no haven for mayhem. . on the Westside 44 years, and

It is not a high-density, impov-
erished apartment complex or
a gang stronghold — areas that
are more typically the sites of
such crimes.

A roughly even mix of black
and Latino residents Jive in the
one-story single-family homes
lining the street.

Their street has been a qui-
et, friendly enclave for
decades, they say.

Police have a different view,

The neighborhood is includ-
ad in one of the at-risk areas

identified by Police Chief
Michael Billdt earlier this
year, where police patrol is
stepped up due to the threat of
crime.

Lt. Diane Holmes, the dis-
trict commander for the area
where the shooting occurred,
met with officers Monday

" night and put together a plan

for directed patrols in the
neighborhood, said Lt. Mark
Garcia. o

Iit the last month, there have

“been two nonfatal shootings in

the ‘nearby area, but police do
not believe those shootings are
connected to Monday'’s.

The shooting is believed 10
be gang-related, but a motive
behind the shooting and who
the intended target or targets
were unclear, Garcia said.

“Tr’s still early in the inves-

“tigation. Hopefully we’ll be
- able to put a lot of it to gether,”
. Garcia said.

Lingering questions
Maria sat Tuesday afterncon
in a.narrow band of shade next
to the driveway where the
shiooting happened. Jessica sat
next to her. Maria looked
down at the pavement between

-her slippered feet.

“It was gangbanging,” she

‘'said. “The person who pulled
- that trigger don’t like nobody

over here.”

Jessica "glanced at plastic
fetters police had used to mark
the spots where gunfire had
scarred the walls of the home’s
exterior. The letters "ran
through the alphabet to the let-
ter ‘R . . .
" “Are. you going to fix the™
ABCs?” she asked a visitor.
“Are the police going to fix the
bullet holes?” . =~ - ‘

A woman who said’ her 18-
year:bld daughter was caught
in the crossfire but survived
without injury. said sbe is fed
up with the bad image gang-
bangers bring to the neighbor-
hood. ‘

“I'm born and raised here

these here are the Magnolia
Estates,” she said. “If the kids
want to come out and dance,
why these little dudes want to
come and Kill someone?

“That 14-year-old was one
of my baby’s friends. I know
how that boy’s mom is right
now. Feel me?”

Staff writers Selicia Hennedy-Ross,
Robert Rogers, Kelly Rayburn, Megan
Blaney and Andrew Silva contributed
to this report.

Contact writer George Watson at



‘ Co Sl . _ N Lai?onzq Rachai CnerfStaIf phonog.-he,
Jamese Reynolds, 18, of San Bernardino talks about Jarred Mitchell, who was killed on Mo'nday_r}ight on West Home
Avenue in a shooting that left Reynolds and two others wounded. A bullet grazed Reynolds’ left thigh.



GAU_ERY A gnndmother's grlef .

Jarred Mitcheli's grandmother tries lo
grasp her’ grandsop 5 deam

GALI.ERY‘ At the scene

" Police search far ewdence resmenls
cope with the aftermath of violence.

AUDID: A look ahead

The Sun editor Steve Lambert discusses
what this latest outhurst of violence
means for the community, and where
“San Bernardind is headed next in its .
efforts to combat crime,

Famlly mourns shootmg Vlctlmj

By Selicia Kennedy-Ross '
Staff Writer :

SAN BERNARDINO — Jarred Mnchell "al-
most made it out of middle school..
He was 14. Playstation 2 was king, and eighth-

‘grade girls were a mystery.

‘He dreamed of bécoming a professmna] basket-
ball pldayer or a police officer.

He. was thinking about the big graduation dance
next week. His grandmother was even renting a
tuxedo for him — he would have gone for a fitting
this weekend. -

But as he stood talking w:th friends and practic-
ing his dance moves on West Home Avenue on

" Monday night, gunmen sprayed the street with

bullets. While others. scrambled for cover, Jarred
fell under the barrage of bu]lets and lay bleeding

‘on the street.

At 9:42 pm. at Arrowhead Regional Medical
Center ‘in. Colton, ,the teen family and friends

_called “a sweet, f'{icndly boy” gasped his last
breath.

Like many 14- year -pld boys Jarred loved

hanging out with his friends and playing Playsta-
tion 2 — e€specially NBA games. He grew up an

avid basketball and feotball player.

~ He liked to joke - even when no one else
thought his quips. were funny, said his cousin,
Jamsc Slaughter, 15. .

See FAMILY / Eage Ad

Sp SuN

“Meredith Mitcheli looks at photos of Fher

grandson, Jarred Mitchelf, on Tuesqay with
Jarred’s sister, Jinell Wright, and cdusin
Janise Slaughter beside her. Jarred, 14,
was killed'in a drive-by shooting en West
Home Avenue in San Bernardino on

Monday night.
EMEMBERING JARRED |

B A candlelight vigil will be held tonight in the
8§ neighborhood where Jared Mitchell was killed.”

Marchers will gather about 8 p.m. in the 1700
block of West Home Avenue in San Bémardino,
north of Base Line and Medical Center Drive.

-_
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Family

continued from page A1

One of his jokes turned out to be

darkly prophetic. Jarred would dou-

. ble over saying, “I'm shot,” and

- then langh, said his brother, Joshua
Wright, 11. ,

He had a unigue sense of fashion
-and usvally paid careful attention to
bis wardrobe, Janise said. On one
occasion, he even donned a tight-fit-
ting girl’s shirt covered in hearts.

“He’d put on anything — just to
be different,” Janise said. “He was a
chocolate teddy bear.”

", He loved pepperoni pizza, music

by Lil* Wayne and hip-hop dancing. -

- If there was one thing Jarred loved
" to do, it was dance, family members
-said. .

. "He never missed a chance to
show off his skills at school dances
- "and “battles,” informal strect dance
. contests; said another cousin, Jamill

Slaughter, 12.

- Until a growth spurt in the past
.year, Jarred was frustrated by his

height. Since the fall, adolescence

had been kind to him, adding six
* inches to his 4-foot-11-inch frame.
His size never impeded him,
though, said the Rev. Reginald Bea-
mon, who mentored Jarred and his
older brother, Jeremy Mitchell.
.. He couldn’t wait nti) he was tall

enough to ride the theme park roller
"coasters with height ‘requirements,
_said Jarred’s grandmother, Meredith

Mitchell.

- His charm overcame any prob-
lems his stature created with girls,

the family said. He had already lined

- up a date for the graduation dance.

Jamed’s death has left his family
_and friends broken.

> Family members called him a
¢ “sweet, outgoing boy.” School offi-

cials. and football coaches called
“him “a quiet leader.” .

For Meredith Mitchell, better
known in the neighborhood as
“Nana,” her grandson’s killing is her
worst nightmare realized.

As she watched the city become
‘more violent, Meredith Mitchell

* said she’s lived with the fear that she
would someday lose one ‘of her
grandchildren to street violence.

““Y was afraid sooner or later this
would happen to one of the kids,”
she said. “We're not immune —
none of us is immune. It’s happen-
ing all over the city.

“I just wish they would stop.
They need to quit.”

Jarred’s 10-year-old sister, Jinell
Wright, and brother, Joshua Wright,
miss him,

He was a good big brother, they
. said, He took care of them.
Students at his school, Martin

Luther King Jr. Middle School,
wandered around campus aimlessly
Tuesday. o

.Many scotch-taped pictures - of
Jarred to their clothing. Some had
even milled around the hospital
waiting room the night before, hop-
ing-for good news. ]

Grief counselors from the district

. did their best to address the stu-

dents’ emotional wounds and dry
their tears, o "
© “We used to play around together

“and play basketball,” said one boy,

who had taped a snapshot of himself
and Jarred playing video games to’
his red oversized T-shirt. B

Jarred wasn’t perfect. He had

- been int his share of trouble -— fight-

ing in school had even eamed him

"19 days in Juvenile Hall.

“He had his teenage problems,” -
Meredith Mitchell said. “But he was
not a gangbanger. He was. staying
out of trouble.” In many ways,
Jarred was a typical at-risk youth
from -a troubled neighborhood,
school officials said.

““He’s very similar to a lot of kids -
over here,” said Steve Everett, di-
rector of an after-school tutoring and
flag-football program Jamed was in-
volved in. “Just trying to stay alive.”

“Any time you live in a society
such as this neighborhood, you're
an at-risk youth, and either you
make it or you don’t,” Everett said.
“Very few people: make it out be-
cause everything around you is the
complete opposite of where you are
supposed to be going. The negative
hollas in your face, and the positive
is just a quiet whisper.”

But this year, something had
changed for Jarred. He had become
a quiet, strong leader. He was trying
to make better choices for himself,
Everett said. —

Just a few days before his death,
Jarred stayed out of an altercation
among a group of kids who were his
friends, Everett said.

He could have gotten involved,
but he didn’t.

“The principal asked him why he
didn’t get involved, and Jarred said
he was trying to stay out of trouble ”
Everett said. “He made a conscious
effort, and what he said was echoed
by his behavior.” ‘

Jarred almost made it out of mid-
dle school. His death has inspired
school staff to try harder to make
sure others do, said King Principal
James Espinoza.

“The teachers are heartbroken,
but they’re not defeated,” Espinoza
said. “This reaffirms our mission to
save kids.”

Contact writer Seficia Kennedy-Ross at
(909] 386-3885 or via e-mail at
sehicia.kennedy@sbsun.com.



Wednesday, May 24, 2006

At | risk: a city’s future
Leaders commit
to safer streets

By Megan Blaney
Staff-Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — Too

: many of the city’s children grow up

- fearing bullets instead of bad grades.

-~ They abound in this city of

7200000 — riding bikes, playing
ball against the wall and dancing in
the streets: .

.. And they are afraid. _

" “We worry about shootings,” was

- 12-year-old Jashel McMillian’s

_ prophetic comment Monday during’

~a school assembly at Del Vallejo
- Middle School. “Although we don’t
“really think it could happen to us, it
~ probably could.
. Hours later, 14-year-old Jarred
Mitchell died in a shooting that
‘wounded several others, left friends
-and relatives reeling and brought
‘new urgency to efforts to make the
city safer for its children.’
As San Bemardino’s next genera-
-tion grows up amid flying: bullets,
leaders from all levels of govern-
ment; as well as the community, are
trying to effect a fundamental

change in a city that has ranked

among the nation’s most dangerous
for the past two years.
- Community efforts to weed out
violence started with the gang-relat-
-ed shooting death of II-year-old
Mynisha Crenshaw, who was struck
: by a'bullet during a family dinner in
‘November.. Mynisha’s Circle, a
“community group, was formed in
her honor. It has the company and
support of law enforcement and
Mayor Pat Morris.

Mouris’ own crime- ﬁghtmg ini-
tiative, Operation Phoenix, is taking
root in the city, as the City Council
_searches for funding for 40 more po-
lice officers. Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-
Calif., has introduced Mynisha's
Law in memory of the 11-yéar-old.
If enacted, it would free up federal
dollars to communities with gang
prablems.

In the meantime, community
members are working to fight the
gang problem at the grass roots.

James Espinoza, principal of
Muartin Luther King Jr. Middle
School, where Jarred attended
school, said the school is often the
only haven some children have.

“Some of the parents of our stu-
dents have them practice for a drive-
by (shootmg) Espinoza said.

N e S SR DY

Although we don't really

think it could happen to
us, it probably could.”

JASHEL McMILLIAN

12, Del Vallejo Middle School student

window line.”

Gary Underwood chief of police
for San Bernardino City Unified
School District, said parents must -
also enforce curfews at night for
their children,

“The lack of parental supervision
is problematic,” Underwood said.
“It’s tragic. Children don’t belong
out on the streets.”

Atiracted by lower rents in the In-
land Empire, gangs invaded the area

" as rents skyrocketed in Los Angeles

and the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment began cracking down. )

There are more than 300 gangs
with about 16,000 members in San
Bemardino County. Their influence,
especially on young impressionable
children, cannot be underestimated.-

With famlly members in gangs or
in jail, regular drive-bys in their
nmghborhoods and drug dealing an
acceptable income generator, many
children grow up closer to crime
than law and order.

A few hours. before Jarred was
shot on West Home Avenue, a group
of children from Del Rosa’s Del
Vallejo Middle School spoke
frankly about living in a neighbor-
hood where shootings are fairly fre-
quent. Fifteen of the 23 seventh
graders knew someone in a gang,

" and several boys and girls had been

asked to join.

The walls at the Del Vallejo Mid- -
dle School are decorated with hand-
drawn anti-drug posters, and the
children speak out firmly against
gangs and drugs. Still, some of their
family members belong to gangs or
do drugs. Espinoza said for this rea-
son schools must be sanctuaries for
children. :

“We try to be part of the light to
push back the darkness.” he said.

Contact writer Megan Blaney at (909)
386-38?8 or v_ia ‘e-mail at



Defendants 1 in Mymsha case increase to 10

By Joe Nelson
Staft Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — Three more sus-
pects were charged Wednesday in connec-
tion with the gang-related shooting of 11-
year-old Mynisha Crenshaw, bringing the
total number of defendants to 10.

Alenzo Monk, 24, Baybra Morrison, aka

Mynisha

- Baybra Edwards, 32, and Khaalis Batch -

Adkins, 29, were each charged with murder,

attempted murder, and co_nspiracy to commit -

a trime for the Nov. 13 shooting at-the
Cedarwood Apartments in east San Bernardi-
no. The shooting killed Mynisha and wound-
ed her sister, who was 14 at the time. .

*Authorities said the defendants, all docu-
mented members of the San Bérnardino

Crlps afﬁhated gang Pimps, Players, Hus-
tlers and Gangsters, were retaliating for the
earlier slaying of fellow gang member Bar-

‘ ry]ones 24.

The charges include special allegations of
using 2 gun to cause great bodily injury or

~.death and committing a crime for the benefit

Ses MYNISHA / Page A5

Monk is expected to be arralgned today in
© San Bernardino Superior Court. Morrison and
Atkins remain in custody in other prisons for pa-

continued from page Al

of a street gang.

Iems

bilitation records.

he said.

Mynisha’s death came on the crest of a dead-
“ly wave of gang crime that galvanized the com-
munity to demand a stop to the violence.

The shootings spurred a collaborative effort .
among community residents, city officials and
The Sun, which established Mynisha’s Circle to
help effect change. Since then, Mayor Pat Morris
has launched his anti-crime plan, -Operation
Phoenix, and Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif,, has
introduced Mynisha’s Law, which would send
federal money to communities with gang prob-

Monk was taken into custody by San Bemar-
dino homicide detectives Monday at the Califor-
_nia Institute for Men in Chino, where he was be-
ing released after spendmg five months behind
" pars for a parole violation in December. The vio-
lation was for making criminal threats and re-
ceiving stolen property, said Lt. Tim Shirlock
spokesman for the Chino prison. ’ '
Monk was convicted in 2004 for burglary and
discharging a firearm at an unoccupied vehicle.
He was sentenced to two years in prison, accord-
ing to state Department of Corrections and Reha-

San Bernardino detectives were anticipating
Monk’s release from prison Monday. They con-
tacted prison officials last week to negotiate the
transfer of custody, Shirlock said.

“When we did parole him (Monk), they were
waiting right there, arrested him and took him,”

role violations and are expected to be brought to
San Bernardino County to face trial, said prose-

cutor Chery! Kersey, who supervises the District

Attorney Office’s gang and career-criminal upit.
She declined further cotnment, citing a gag order
that precludes prosecutors and police from
speaking to the media about the case.
Also charged in connection with Mynisha’s
death are Sidikiba Greenwood, 35, Patrick Lait,
-28, Michael Barnett Jr., 19, Sinque Morrison, 30,
. Tyshon Harris and Harold Phillips, 23,

Shawn Davis, 19, pleaded guilty May 16 to
attempted-murder and voluntary-manslaughter.
charges Wwith a special allegation for street-gang

. activity. Under a deal with prosecutors, Davis is

expected to cooperate with authorities in the case

>. Mynisha’s death.

against the remammg defendants. He faces up to
.11 years in prison. The others face life in prison.

During a preliminary hcanng on Feb. 23, San
Bernardino police Detective Gary Robertson tes-
tified that he interviewed Monk while he was in
prison and pumped’ him for mformatlon about

On Nov. 9, Monk drove hls aunt’s car, with
Sinque Morrison and Jones, to the apartment
complex where Jones was kilted that night.
Monk identified both men as PPHG members
and said other people were. involved in the

shooting that kifled Jones, Robertson testified.

Jones® death.

Robertson also said Monk told him he was at
the car wash where the gang reportedly hatched
the plan for retribution against the Rollin’ 60s
- Crips, a rival gang belicved to be responsible for

-Contact writer Joe Nelson at (909) 386-3887 or via

e-mail at joe.nelson@sbsun.com.
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- Jarred Mitchell,
14, was killed Monday

night in a shooting.
that left three others
wounded,

By Yazmin Alvarez
Staft Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — A nelgh-

borhood torn apart by a drive-by
shooting gathered by candlelight
Wednesday in front of a white picket
fence marked by four bullet holes.
Near this spot two days earlier, 14-
year-old Jarred Mitchell was gunncd
down while dancing with friends in 2

driveway on West Home Avenue in

what police believe was a gang-relat-
ed shooting. Three other youths were
wounded when a gunman sprayed
bullets into the group. :

In the soft giow Wednesday, more
than 400 family members, friends,
neighbors. and community leaders
gathered to mourn Jarred.

“I just look around and see all of

I'm determined not to lose

another one of my children.”
TOMMY WRIGHT

 Jarred Mitchells father

you young- people here helping me
mourn the loss of my son,” said
Yarred’s father, Tommy Wright; 51. “1

can’t even explain how it feels to see

you guys out here.”
Wright, who lives in San. Diego,
said he planned to return home to

" start a “crusade” against the violence

that claimed his son’s life.
“I’m determined not to lose anoth-

er one of my children,” he said.
Before Wright spoke fo the crowd,

the Rev. Reginald Beaimon opened the

vigil with a prayer. Motimers lit can-

-dles as Beamon' spoke. Some broke
- Into tears as the evening wore on.

“Whenever you see violence in the
community, it’s a tragedy, said Dan
Flores, a répresentative of 5th District
county Supervisor Josie Gonzales.
“But more se when it’s children. It fe-
ally hits hpme,” -

. Students from Jarred’s school,
Martin - Luthcr ng Jr. Middle
School,. attached §- by—lD photo-

_graphs of .the’ boy 0" thelr shirts

Wednesday night.
T can’t believe he's gone,” sa1d
Da’Jo_pna Webb 11, who said she

See VIG_IL / Page A4

CRIGHT: Jarred
Mitchell’s

cousiris Mishalai -
Griffin, left, and
Sabnna Kllgore.
center, comfort -
each other
Wednesday . §
during a candle- ¥
light vigil for -
Jarred- lr%the

1700 biopk of
West Home
Avenue in San-_ -
Bemardino. . =

Jarred, 14, was
shot and killed -
and three others
were wourided
during a drive-

by shootihg ear-
lier this week.

Jennifer Cappuccio
Staff photographer




Vigil

continued from page A1

was Jarred’s girlfriend. “The only
thing that’s; getting me by is to
think that he’s in a better place.”
‘Before the vigil, Beamon, who
led the vigil Wednesday, said he
had known Jarred for years. He
began mentoring the boy when
he was in sixth grade, he said.
“Jarred was like family to me.
His Napa is my Napa. He was

looking to do good. Everybody
loved the popular. young man,”
he said. “Family, his friends,
everyone in the neighborhood
and his teachers. You could
clearly see that by the evidence
of the 30 to 40 people who
showed up at the hospital ths+

night.”
In response to recent acts ..
violence — there has been a

-spate of shootings over the past
month, Beamon said — he wants
to establish a neighborhood “al-
liance™ that -would result in
youths approaching adult neigh-

bors to report developments in _
the area. that might harm resi-
dents. '
" “The people in the community
and: in any neighborhood should
not have to be living in fear any-
more. We have to figure out a
way to take the community
back,” Beamon said. “We are go-
ing to take it back and do what
we can to make it a safe place for
our kids to grow up. That’s what
needs to happen, and I’m com-
_ - . : H i mitted to doing that.”
el . R Ao S, Yannin Alvarez can be reached at

_ . . . ; . i 909) 386-3890 or by e-mail at
yazmin.alvarez@shsun.com,

: ) Jenif ioaﬁolorar
Toyon Gonzalez, a friend of Jarred Mitchell’s, weeps Wednesday during a candlelight vigil
near where Jarred was killed in a drive-by shooting on Monday.
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SB crime remains
council’s hot topic

City leaders back Moms look for money

By Kelly Rayburn
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — Days' after 14-yea: old

Jarred Mitchell died in a drive-by shootmg, the clamor is
-building again for the city to confront its crime problem.

Despite widespread community outery following the
November death of 11-year-old Mynisha Crenshaw
and the election of 2 mayor who put fighting crime at
the top of his agenda, the city’s homicide rate this year
s in hine with its tally in 2005, the year it ranked as one
of the nation’s most dangerous cities.

The message coming from many on the City Coun-
cil is a familiar one: We're on the right track, but.it
takes patience — and it takes money.

1 think we’ll see some massive changes,” said 2nd
Ward Councilman Dennis Baxter. “But changes take

“some time, and it doesn’t happen in 24 hours.”

Baxter, who took office in March, has praised May-
or Pat Morris for keeping his campaign promises to
_confront crime head on. Baxter's ward includes the 20-

. block area that is the testing ground for Moms anti-
crime plan, Opcrauon Phoenix.

He said the city is headed in the right direction with

its implemientation of Operation Phoenix and jts move
toward Hhiring more police officexs.
Much has changed about the c1ty ] attack on crime
since Mynisha’s death.
- Morris wa‘s elected mayor, replacmg Judith Valles.
Police Chief*Michael Billdt replaced Garrett Zimmon,
who left for reported medical reasons. Billdt instituted

‘anew policing stratcgy to tackle crime in five hot spots .

in the city,

A majority of the council sald they stood behind
Morris and Billdt’s plans.

Even Wendy McCammack, the 7th Ward councnl-

woman who campaighed for Morris’s opponent, City |

Attorney James F. Pénman, said she was behind the
mayor and police chief in their anti-crime programs
" “Absolutely,” she said.
One key question remains for McCammack and oth-
ers on the council: funding.

McCammack said she would contmue pushmg her.

colleagues to get serious about devclopmg a plan for
long-term financial stability.

Shie s4id the ambitious list of goals SBE by r_he coun—'

cil this week carries a high price tag.

Priorities that topped the list mcluded ‘adding pohce-

officers, focusing on job creation and business recruit-
ment; and moving forward with downtown tedevelop-
ment projects.

There are short-term monetary questions, too

“Obviousty the P.D. wants to have additional offi-
cers,” said Billdt, noting that the exact number is up to
the mayor and council.

Although Morris has said he would like toeventual-
ly add 40 officers to the department, City Magager

Fred Wilson said the current plan is to add up to 14 in
ha enminn Reeal vear demending on how much

) Third Ward Councilman Gordon McGinnis, refer-
ring to Monday’s ‘shooting, said additional officers
might give police an edge on detecting suspicious be-
havior by people who are preparing to commit a crime.

But he remains skeptical that there’s much nioney to,
work with. A police- officer costs the city rough]y'
$100,000 a year. '

“I'm willing to have a look at the budget and see
what’s what,” he said. “I'm not willing to forgo every-
thing else in the city” to hire more officers.

_ The council member who places the lowest empha-
sis on hiring more officers is 6th Ward Councilmar

" Rikke Van Johnson, who- represents the area where

Jarred was killed.

‘He said more pressing needs inclnde creating jobs,
expanding after-school and recreational programs and
improving road conditions.

“We're focusing on crime, which is a good thmg,
he said. “However, I do not think we're being proactive
enough about it because we’re not focusing on the
young people, not investing in them. . . . Sometimes
you can throw a lot of resources at crime, but you don’t
get at the root problem.”

Fourth Ward Councibman Neil Derry dlsagreed say-
mg an increased police presence is crucial to lowering '
crime, He credited increased patrols for a decline in
crime in the area around the San Manuel Indian Bmgo
and Casino.

He said the city must root out inefficiencies else-
where'in its'operations to help pay for more officers.

_ He called on his colleagues to agree ahead of time to
implement the findings of a proposed outside review of
city government. Fifth Ward Councilman Chas Kelley
is also calling on the city to figure out funding for its
anti-crime programs, saying it should meet to. identify
specific funding available for its various goals.

“People-feel good about what they want to do,” Kel-
ley said, explaining why he thought such a discussion
was needed. “But too often in government, it’s “We're
working on it, we're getting there and we’ve hlred a
consultant.” ™ .

Contact writer Kelly Rayburn at [909) 386-3882 or
kellv.raybbm@shsun.cons. via e-mail at



" Another child was lifled on the streets of San .

- Bemandino on Monday when Jamed Mitchell, 14, was

1 hit with gunfire. City Council members on Wednesday
-discussed their top priomm. Including efforts to -

1. reduce crime. Ihls ls some of what they said:

-“We.don’t have an army. We have
-a Police Department, and we're

| ’uymg to hire more officers”

15t Ward Councilwoman Esther
Estrada, on the difficuity of stopping
3 ciime.

“| think we'll see some massive
- changes.But changes take
‘some time, and it doesn’t -
happen in 24 hours.

2nd Ward Councilman Deanis Baxter, on the need
to have patience wuth anti-crime programs. .

“We’re aggressively going to find
money in the budget to hire
- more police officers to do more
“patrols . .. If you have.more
“officers on patrol then you may
be able to stop suspicious-

_ lookmg vehicles!

- 3rd Ward Councilman Gordon
N McGinnis, referring to Monday's drive-hy
4 shooting.

“We need those 40 police offi-
' cers tomorrow, not thrée years
from now”

S 4th Ward Counmlman Neil Den-y,
g referring to Mayor Pat Momis' plan to
. eventually add 40 officers to the Police
S Department. Earlier this year, Derry and
Councilman Chas Kelley said the city should spend
@ surplus to immediately hire more officers.
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“People feel good about what

they want to do, but too often in
government, it's ‘We're working
on it, we're getting there and

- we've hired a consultant! ”

5th Ward Councilman Chas Kelley

I saying the council should meet to
dentify funding sources for a list of

i goals it recently set, 16ps on which i is
hiring mare police officers.

“We're focusing on crime, which
is a good thing. However, | do

| not think we're being proactive
“enough about it because we're

not focusing on the young

people, not investing in them.’

6th Ward Councilman Rikke Van
Johnson, who, in a recent survey, listed

recreationat programs and improving
road conditions among the priorities he considered
more pressmg than hiring additional officers.

“"As-a councilwoman, I'm not

sure | can do anything more
than support the mayor and po-
lice chief in their efforts, which

to me translates to (ensuring)

they have the appropriate fund-
ing, the resporisible funding”’

e 7th Ward Councilwoman Wendy
McCammiack, saying the city should
work out a plan for leng-term #i financial

+list of goals the councif set earlier this week.

job creation, expanding after-school and .

stability, especially given an ambitious

e R T [T,



J arred
shot at

before

‘Boy said to be |
target of gang

By George Watson
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — A 14-

year-old boy slain Monday in a
drive-by shooting had dodged
bullets only a few days earlier, a
relative said Wednesday.
. Someone targeted Jared
Mitchell on Friday and squeezed
off at least a few rounds at him,
said a relative who asked to remain
unidentified for fear of reprisal.-

The rélative- also said the
shooter in both attacks is believed
to be a male in his late teens who
is part of the 18th Street Gang, a
small San Bemardino outfit -of
criminals. Similar beliefs were
echoed by many nelghborhopd
teens Tuesday and Wednesday.

gp®l

" The earlier drive-by shooting
occurred on West Home Avenue,
the same street where Jarred was
-killed Monday evening and three
others, ages 16,.17 .and 18, were
wounded. Jarred lived a few
blocks away. ]

;"I don’t know why he came
back there,” the relative said. “I’d
heard someone called him and

asked him to come over. It just .
doesn’t make sense he died. He

was only 14,

“But out here, this stuff hap—
pens all the time.”

Authorities continued their in-

vestigation Wednesday, The work

includes determining how mariy
shooters — police believe there
were one or two — were in the
silver sedan that had passed up
and down West Hoitle Avenue be-
fore spraying rounds'into a crowd
of children and young adults
about 8:30' p.m. ;

Since . November, when
11-year-old Mynisha Crenshaw
was slaifi and spurring communi-
ty action, at least three other chil-
dren have been killed in an appat-
ent gang-retaliation hits.

San Bernardino police officials
declined to say whether there was
any connection to the 18th Street
Gang.

But several sources bhave said
the gang is believed to be involved.

‘The 18th Street Gang is a small
contingent of black members, au-
thorities said. They have no ties to

See GANG / Page A5
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Bernardiho.
Gang

continued from page A1

the 18th Strect gang in Los An-

geles — which is Latino-based
and " considered to have more
than 20,000 members.

“These guys are indigenous
to San Bernardino,” said Lt. Er-
nie Lemos, a police spokesman.
“They are relatively small.”

" The gang in Los Angeles was
born in the 1960s in the notori-
ous Rampart area and has quick-
ly spread. across major’ cities
throughout the United States.

The fact that the San Bernar-
dino members took the name of
the Los Angeles gang came as a
surprise to a top gang expert.

- “That wouldn’t make any
sense,” said Wes McBride, pres-
ident of the Caljfomia Gang In-

‘vestigators Association.

But for some reason — per-
haps as simple as West 18th
Street being the area where po-
lice believe the gang is based —
that’s exactly what happened.

Paul Caltanan, San Bernardi-
no County supervising probation

hé

- Eric Reed/Statf photdgréphér

.Jarred Mitchelf’s sister, Jinell Wright, and cousin Janise Slaughter hold a picture of Jarred
* Mitchell, 14, who was shot and killed Monday night on West Home Avenue in San.

I don’t know why he came back there. I'd heard
someone called him-and asked him to come ovér. It just
doesn’t make sense he died. He was only 14. But out

here, this stuff happens all the time.”
A relative of Jarred Mitchell '

officer, said he knew little of the
gang. C

. “They just started popping up
over the past few years,” Calla-

nan said. “We haven’t really

been looking at them.”’
West 18th Street is an aging

"roadway that drivers could al-

most miss by simply blinking.

“It's less than two-tenths of a

mile long running east to west,
~“It’s pretty quiet here,” said
an elderly woman who has lived
in her home for four decades and
refused to be identified. “It was
pretty bad a few years back. But
not anymore.” :
To drive from there to West

Home Avenue, taking a series of
turns, is about eight-tenths of a.

‘mile.

West Home Avenue had been
an equally quiet street — until
the past few weeks.

A’ 36-year-okd corrections of-
ficer who lives down the street
from the scene of Monday’s
shooting “said her neighborhood
is homie to people who are proud
of their houses and property.

_But gunfire on West Home
Avenue has become all too com-
mon, she said Tuesday. She did
not want her name published for
fear of reprisal.

“They had a shooting tWo

weeks ago at the comer on

Flores Street,” she said. “But the
police never showed up. 1 know
they never came becaise the
boys came back the next morn-
ing to pick up the shell casings.”
Staff writer Guy McCarthy contrib-
uted to this report.

Contact writer George Watson at
(909) 386-3884 or via e-mail at
george.watson@sbsun.com.




Expert: Gang members sh

By Guy mcCarthy
Staff Writer

Once off limits, children appear 0 be
amme on Stects whesre gangbangers
roam under a more brutal code of under-

standing;: Pessect te snitches and exact1e-

nge.
«jy's never OK to shoot at kids of kill
somebody’s baby,” said Dynnesha
Thompson, 18, who lives around the cor-
ner from where 14—year—01d Jarred
Mitchell was killed and three others
wounded in 2 drive-by shooting Monday
on West Home Avenue in San Bernardi-
«gut people out here don't care- We
see death nearly every day. It's sad, but
some of us don’t even cry- We go to fu-
nerals like it nothing. M
was 16 whenhe died.”
On Wednesday, Thompson was Wear
ing a red, 1ong—sleeve' shirt adomed with
A 1arger-man-life color portrait of DeMar-

cus Brooks, 16, who was Yilled in De-
cember 2003 after 2

“Best Friends Forever,” her shit read.
“Two.Hearts with One Beat. Dy Dy and .
Lil Doe Doe.”

DeMarcus and Jarred are- part of a

owing list of youns people being killed .
" deliberately of pot — 1N pang vio-
lence. '

In November, 11-year-old Mynisha
Crenshaw was killed in an apparent act of
gang retaliation ‘at the Cedarwood Apart-
ments in San Bernardino. Two months
later, Glyn Fergerson ¥y, 17, was killed
and two others were wounded in a drive-"
by shooting o North Ramona Avenue.

Although the details of these cases are
different, revenge and retaliation appear
pow to trump all else — including old,
unwritten codes forbidding the killing of
children. :

uQut here the code basically 18, if

. found in 1977. -

veleranos MaY

unit.

probably 2

Shooters often

said.

“They say, “They knew we Wwel€ fight-
ing, they shouldn’t be out there. They
war,” McBride said.

don't have problen-
solving techniques except to kil the prob-

knew we were at war

“Cyang members

fem.”

McBride said he has given lectures

jnvestigator in Los AI\gEleS-County. Heis
also president of the California Gang In-

vestigators ‘Association, which b

“[f there was any ¢6de like that, the old
adhere to it said
McBride, 64, who worked 28 years for

the Los Angeles County sherff’'s gang

«gyt the youngsters haven't cared for
decades,” McBride said. “1 interview
gangbangers who
shot into parties of at people’s porches. 1
never met anyone who was SOty for what
he did. He was SOy he got caught, buthe h
wasn't sorry for killing anyone I )
ratronalize that their
yictims are 10 blame. for gefting, in the
way of a known street

hundred

about it.”

thugs among

“It's naive 1O

dispute, McBnde
around gangs, o

Hollywood stories.

people.”

<code of

10 25 years ag0

Denial is patl of any
McBride said. Denying that they have
them, and denying the
risy of their code. '

that from someone - who's TEVer: been
they're gtuck on the

Thursday, May 25, 2006

oot for revenge With‘out'cautmﬁ :

Thompson said «}t could lead 10 k1 ling,
peatings, anything. There’s a boy oF 2

. jntermet, MySpace- T'met him at AITOYO

High. There’s stuff on the Internet about
him wanted dead for snitching.”
_Anthony Parker; 36, stepfather of one
of the children who was wounded in.
Monday's drive-by, said the street code 8
what it is — and it's flawed. ;
“There i5 2 code of the street,)” Parker
said. “You dod't turn around and tell on
obody: of snitch. 1f you're in a ga0g you

don’t do that. gnitches don’t get 10 T

sp(_u:t. _

«pyt the guy who kills a kid doesn’t
deserve any:more respect than 2 snitch,”
said Parker, who moved 10 i

new generation is just breeding Killers.”

" Anyone Who believes there i any code
of honor -among gangbangers to avoid
shooting children is “high on denial,”
said Wes McBride, 2 retired veteran gang

several times at Baos investigators’ semi-
pars in San Bemardiao it
“Some -of e problént. is ‘the’ . gang

\ L.A. who come with that
L.A. attiuide — bold,

County.

coldbleoded, bru-

tal,” McBride said. “These are multigen-
erational gangs, raised in violence, no
compassion. jt’s beat out of them early in .
jife. There’s nothing new there. The pub-
lic gels 5O used to the violence they forget

gang's ethic,

tmnkioday’s,gangs re-
spect the lives of children inore than any-
one else,” McBride said: ‘f-You_’_d expect

“But gangs are killing theif communi-’
ties just as sure as their bullets are killing

writer Guy McCarthy at

{909} 286-3872 or via e-mafl at

-

guw.mcadhy@sbsun.com.



By Robert Flog'lers- .
Staff Writer -

' SAN BERNARDING " O Wst*

Home Avenue, six kids cautionsly treaded

toward a dark blood stain in the street, the -

macabre marker of the spot where ciass.

mate Jarred Mitchell lay dying after being

shot in a drive-by Mondsy. -

.. “That’s where he was laying, right
- there,” Dementris Davis said, pointing out
the blood spot to five classmates with

whor he walks home afier school. “Just,
like that, he's gone” . T

The brazen drive-by that killed 14-year-

old Yarred .and wounded thee others has.

-Jenewsd the urgency amiong. community
means 1o dddress its causes, These effors
“have betn a focus in the city since ‘the
Nov. 13 ing- death’ of 11-year-old
Mynisha Crenshaw, .~ - o
“To tuly develop a safe and productive
-environmient for all' kids- in west San
Bemardino, if that's really the priorily, it's

going to Lake more investment on this part

of the city,” said James Espi N pl:inci-
pal of Martin Luther King Jr. Middle

- saomiﬁe;uan. teen shot at apartment

compigx. Both axpected 1o survive.| AG

.Sthool, where Jarmed was a'student,

s, i ooy o
grams, including flag fool |
gg]dren’s After School Program for S:uc-
cess, or CAPS, but they don’t stretch into
the perilous evening hours.

" The city has plans to.aggressively com-
bat crime, starting with Mayor Pat Morris®
Operation Phoenix, a mulfipronged ixime-
fighting strategy that focuses on suppress-
ing and preventing crime. He is. piloting
his plan in-a- 20-block esting ground
northeast of downtown — which does not
include Home Avenue.

*. Under the “Prevention™ heading of
-~Morris” plan, after-school program ex-

pansion, police activities leagues and an
See CAUSES f Page A4

- Friday, May 26, 2006

Causes

continued from page A1 -

incredse of youth sports pmgrdms are listed
as goals - v

Meanwhile, city leaders Jure developers
and businesses downtawn and have approved
downtown redevelopment projects, The prob-
Tem is they bave no direct effect on the far
west neighborhood where Janed was kiiled,
said City Councilman Rikke Vag Jol .

-*The last major positive change was the

opening of Amoyo. alley High. School ¢in.

2001),” Tehnson said

" 1¢'s during those hours between 4.and 10°
- pm.,expummy.mmleemﬁndpaunmckugs
andgang;thmmmclodicmmeirli\md\nd .

Forkudsin this area, south of Muscoy and west
of Interstate 215, nights are treacherons,
lobs tough to come by ...

The labor market for kids and young adults
in the area s-tight and compétitive, said Eric
Nilssor, a labor economist at Cal State San

Nilsson said that poor kids in local urban
communities are more likely to opt for ped-
d]_.ing. drugs or hatching rip-off schemes than
fipping burgers. - 7 }

“Fundamentally, people pet jobs o eam
money, and the better the pay the more people
want the job,” Nilsson said.” - o

“But the reverse js also true, and is at work.
'I“:em Ih:p?grmehs.}intuést.aud'pday

real wages entry-leve] jobs are very
low and have been declining since the 1970s,"
Nilsson said, . Co .

“Tt’s not that these kids are lazier; reason-
able people respond to incentives, and there's
little incentive for young poor people to try
and compete for these entry-level jobs.”

But there is hope on the horizon, The com-
ing completion of the stretch of the Interstate
210 extension that will cut through the com-
i — and

miote job opportunities. -
“The ﬁ:eeg_vay will change the paradigm of
the community,” Johnson said, -

Fighting hopelessness
Three Artoyo Valley High Sthool students
urfed i

This is where Amoyo freshiman Termance
acficld passes time with two buddies while
waiting to catch a bus 1o Muscoy,

“When football season is oug at school,
there ain’t much to do,” I4-year-old Terrance
-~ “We're just bored,” . g
.. - Bit the answer the riddle of thie gang cil-
povérty that fed into the barage

. Ofganizati
thdnedtuhc]pcommnm'ues' devel

. frontdoors and j

;o um,

_ Fenelon said the pervasive sense of fate and
dim ﬁm_m are not only primers for youth apd
be el

! “Back on’~Hol-11e Avemue, boys not yet old
enough 1o shave and girls with pig-tajis pulled
g o from backpacks ‘while.
standing in| . a .fmmihia,d:ied,'.
baked blood. v B i

Mishm,itfsmﬁﬁjmm&,"said
Dementris, 14, while bolding & black.and.
of Jamred, T

based organizations N - :

. “Money and support are noticeably absent
from the izations best-posj-
. Fenelon

‘ . Asthe oouncﬂ we.lghs how mbest ibudget
its money, hiring moge police officers was
| -ranked ag a top priority. .

Only one member of the City Council,

{ Johnson, Jisted hiring more police a5 a sec.

ol budget priority in a recent pre-budger
Y. ) -

-1 survey.

'Johpson said he would jike 0 see a Police

“The trust level between the communjtr

" and police in that area js very low,” Johnson

mmammPALéenmmméciq.bu:a

! goal of Creating a polies-sponsored activities
Operation Phoenix.

league is listed in
Power of family Jost

Was gunned down, - _ . N

The family as 3 unil'has'lostf,smgth in
this community, Cephas sajd.

Cephas said that splintered families behing

0 inadequae
ship beyond them h:: created a power vacu-
Bangs have assumed prims A
Cephas said deighborhood leaders af:lm n?;ye
powerful than City Hall. They have the abili-
ty-to connect with gang leaders ders to reach h:ds

- “Talented boys ang gitls Wind-up selling
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I X s Fl)oiosbyEﬁcHBedISlal’fphologra
el and the Rey Reginalg Beamon pick out a byriaf lot for Richelle .
rk in"Coiton on 1%ursday. Jarred was killed Moncgy ina drive-by shoot-....,

pher

!fbr the mor- pi'c':ked a final festing place for Tap. Tap. Tap.

herson.r ’ The total for the burial

K T:; 's?)'r; _who "di'gfameg_ of aTangements - " Montecjto
Someday being 5 bolice officer eomes to $7,677. - . :

ora professional basketball play. Dirt s expensive, Beamon

- & $p0f wifh » . SaYs. o ol

; 'gm!: nry-f;:;.rks the spot with a tiny “These kids doing this nee
: 5. S 0 understand g)) this A’

el ﬂ’é’sf}g‘.?s‘h%ﬁiﬁéif a1 5255, Al this.cogls

UlefaﬂiIU(]‘ P and if they dop have . the”

5..%%{&31 \&iant'to watch .T0€ans, it can become 5 Blifden

ek ‘s AN loweréd into the o the famity.»
. parth G a_?{?bfthcceremony? A $12,§751- S

e HEWEr is quiet but reg. That's how much lf.,W_]H.S:OSL

te. © 5.0 T  for Jamed Mitchejps family (o

2]

-continudd .frzérrln' page A1 " ;

j Simpson Sai Bernarding,
fluary, Whte_re"Natli.l
L assists ‘them ' §
H amangements, -
;. Bradiey _ESCO!
4 into a'smalf gff,
[ discusses the

) d S GRERHELL L - lay him to reg;. . : e

AN iy e 1 i3 tinhe o selectahead e San Bemardino County

Ja : R . #She chooses one With an  Dijgyriee Altorney’s Difice has 4
: lp.s‘_,.w .‘ oy

S the epitaph e CTPonses ! will
b $7.500.

i ; ]
% .- Although Richelid Mits
52 téars flow constantly, shg
Hsilently. At times;
S lostin'a revegie,. -

figz_lﬁge dove rising, its Program that he
ttrefched,

: il Altangements, - - e T ey
o s date of by, 3 '8 time for the task Richelic t 0 ;
11992, Lol e tchell Has beej, dreading __ el : 00 raised by kids at Magin
Her grief is 6 palpable, it fiis sefecting a plot for Jam " o nd: friend,”. Mitchelt aggs Luther King Middle. seory
the mg,’n’ Every breath is la- 'p SUggests a.section of the  SOftly. “Friend to ali.” where Jarreqd was a student, wilf
: bored, as if breathing is painfy). memorial park called (he Garden . P r‘.'y addls UP the. final totai for help too. s
"L Place of bipp- San Bernargi.  of Remembnince, the same place  the funera Arangements on the But ultimately, the family

Private donationg, like the

. . il wi . y ever-present calculatpr, ) . :

i noS%:ménn;g[);}{i:)ﬁugfmost i wae ?uii“d"i‘osy%a"f;‘fg’i“"f“"’“ riondstone.. Funeral service, — bfvﬁzﬁo?;'ﬁffef;réhﬁa;?
1 audibie groan when she signs the e picks a cool, shady-spot ~ Burial plot. . least 'a few thousand -
paperwork releasing  Jarred's beneath a pine tree, The hypnist. Tap. Tap. Tap. And tis due 24 h

% body from the Coroners Office  jo sound of automatic sprinklers " Miiche]) suffers through more Nd paymen 15 due Ours
Tinto the care of Simpson San ‘cap be heard nearby.. Paperwork - ang Sighs heavily.  before the services tae place
Bemardino Moy, s S white pigeans walkand  Her mother, seated next tq her, early next week. The fiyal pa-

She picks out a cagket for him, perch on the ground cloge tothe reaches over gpg Bently touches  perwor Is signed,

:4in a color calfed Clair Blye, She family, unafraid. her daugh!er's'neck. It is Mered- Richelle Mitchei] does ;n'_(')tj;
< also chooses an interior panel L. “They're Just here with us,” ith Mitchel] whe provides the react. She niever makesa sound,--
 that Says “In God's Care o Beainon. 54y, looking. a1 the Strength that her daughter so des- gpe just closes her eyes as more
" “Becausge he's there ahv:ady."_z.:fBitgis,_:;fflh‘at_,s’nbt’ju:%t something pergtely Deeds, 4 eloc R tears stream dowy her fage:-.. .
{shesays, . 7  ~that justh pens.” Pening apd o osing  the at . licta Kom R
- Bradley’s fingers fly gver the Richclle%ditchell has done the grave, Vault. Flower vase. Pry’s f,o ,93‘;',"3’;';’3,?5; ; ,i:"f:,:i, ::s

" keys of the adding machine a8 hardest” thing now, she hge fingers fly. selicia.l(ennedy@sbsun.cnm.
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A'spollighton

' Summlt potential solutions to
B genT : ‘ ; crime in our community:
By Robert Rogers. - - AR i | Rl For more, visit
Staff Witer . 27 L ' st S - | worw.sbsoe.cOM.
X ) o = ) . !
RIALTO — A bright kid and a jokester, = I SHP&SWCLE o g
Mynisha's Circle.is @ community outreach. effort in mem-

15-year-old Greg Peters struggled to answer
a‘sgven—qucstion survey. | . - .
_ No..4 was the’'casy one. It asked ‘what to
do if approached by an armed police officer.
__“Put-my hands up real slow.Don’t make.
any fast ‘moves,” said Greg, a student at Bob.
Murphy Couat ; Community.Day School, am .
altemative school in for children who-bave o -, = — L

_ been in trouble T Kirn-McGill of the Youth Justice Coalition
- Asked Gt he'd been.. approached by an speaks 1o young people al the Youth
armed officer, € reg sjaid:‘yeah:",widi'fatﬁbn.- ' Peace Summitin Rialto about knowing
chalaﬂt,kﬁi-n‘g,'b ) ST el _-_'-;tt]g_air‘legalr-'ﬁghts‘when dealing with law
He and about’ 9 others ‘who had’ been - enforcement: - ' - o
turned out of thei regular schools were at. | —-

the school auditorigm orning |

ory of Mynisha Crenshaw, an 11 yearold San Bemarding
ginl killed in @ gang-related shooting in November. The
group has held town meetings, ied a 1,000-pérson .
match through the peighborhood where Mynisha was -
Xilled and developed a six-part strategic pian to combat
enme and gang violence at its roots. The effort also
prompted Sen. Barbara Boxer, p-Catlif., 10 introduce
Mynisha’s Law, which would provide @ u-gang funding (i}
targeted communites. k e
Organizational work is under way 0 establish the tircle
as a nonprofit organization that can help raise funds for
and igplement those strategies. The Community founda-
_tion and Arrowhead United Way aré among the nonprofit
groups contributing to this effort. San gemardino Mayor
Pat Marris has pledged: $20,000.10 this effort. Sun Pub-
lisher Bob Balzer has pledged $10,000 and administra-
tive help. - o o
Other upcoming plang include a youtth summit 1 discuss
ways 10 keep young people out of gangs and working
with grass-roots jeaders on San Bemarding’s Westside 10
renovate a youth center and bolster yocational training.

- ._Eljday r_txt)_fni_xig_for & -cal of ]aw—enforcémem'agencics, featured a
mix of epge_rta_mment—_anﬂ education tailored “mix of young, streetwise speakers, hip-nop
0 the challenges of their Hves: - beats, jarring criminal-justice statistics and
- The presentallon, billed as a Youth Peace Jegal tips. o
Summit, drew teens inm'interacﬁvé dramat- ,_r—;fﬂ
ic performances. The event, sometimes criti- - See SUMMIT / Page A4 ‘ .

— oy



Saturday, June 10, 2006

i

- Fifth District county. Supervisor Josie-Gonzales, . -
- fight, presents student Joe Jordan, 17, with a Certifi-
_cate of Recognition at the Youth Peace Summit at -
‘Bob Muiphy County Community Day School in Rial-
to.on Friday... - ’ . _ S

Summit

continued from page A1

Fifth District county Supervisor Josie Gonzales attend-
ed and.presented one student, 17-year-old Joe Jordan,
with the school’s Student of the Year award. _

- Gonzales praised the new school — it opened last fall —
as an effective program for students who’ve struggled else-
where., . . ‘ .

“These students have gone through a lot of pain,” Gonza-
les said. ; : ’ :

“We talk about changing our crime rate in this county .. .
well this is where it’s got to happen. This is where the future
is determined,” she said, gesturing toward the crowd of stu-
dents.

The two-hour program was laced with tips for kids to use

Wwhen interacting with law enforcement and testimonials by

Young Visionaries President Terrance Stone, a former gang:

Imember, who urged kids to shun gangs and drugs,
- Civil rights also were discussed. : o
- “How many of you guys know your Miranda Rights?”
asked Kim McGill, a 25-year-old organizer with the Youth
Justice Coalition, a Los Angeles-based nonprofit organiza-
tion.
A smattering of teens raised their hands. , :
“It’s better to keep your mouth shut,” McGill said.
. “Things you say that seem totally innocent can wind up
linking you t6 some crime.” : .
McGill and others from the coalition also handed out ed-
ucational material and pamphlets to the students.
- One flier replete with statistics urged “Shut Down CYA.”
The troubled California Youth Authority has been under fire
for the violence within its youth prison system. A newsletter
encouraged community-based alternatives to “arrest, court,
detention and prison.”

Photos by Gabriel Acosta/Staft photographer

A script passed out to the crowd dealt with four compos-
ite characters, each of whom become enmeshed with police
over a relatively minor occurrence, - - S

Youths volunteered to play roles of the hapless characters
in the script. After performances, McGilt discussed with the
crowd the mistakes made and lessons Ieatned. :

In one scenatio, Greg played the role of a fictional
teenage boy who inexplicably runs from police -and is
caught and beaten with batons. Greg’s character, following’
script, then divulges his gang affiliation and police drop him
off alope in tival territory, - - -

After the drama, the crowd was quizzed on 'what Greg’s
character did wrong. o

The kids shouted out: “He ran.” “He said he’s in a'gang.”
“He’s black.” = - S

McGill discouraged the audience from admitting gang
membership to authorities. . ‘

After the presentation, Stone said the presentation was
not meant to be anti-police, but pro-child.

“These are real stories. These things happen to kids,”
Stone said. “We're not saying the police are bad guys, but
we’re saying that young people need to know their rights.
We don’t want kids to do anything to get arrested, but we
don’t want them to0.get sucked into the system if they don’t.
deserve to be.” e ‘ : '

‘The five-acre school has about 200 students and 12 teach-
ers. All the students are either on probation or have been ex-
pelled, Principal George Bowser said. .

Student drawings and paintings displayed on the auditori-
um walls depicted the grim lives some have led. One
showed a pink heart ablaze with the word “hurt” aside it.
Another pictured a youth in 4 ball cap standing amid a field
of tombstones. ) . ) o

Stone, 37, who rehabilitated himself after years of gangs,
drugs and incarceration, wrapped up the performance by

. telling kids they have to evaluate what habits will take them
forward and which will hold them back. i

Bowser said Stone is the type of educator who can reach
hardened youth. :
“He’s been where they are,” Bowser said. “The kids know

he’s real, and that credibility can be the difference between

being listened to or ignored.”
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Slx defendants
_defense attbmeys on Friday.

'_'_Mymsha defendants Want trlal moy edﬁ

New presecutor
‘also requested

By Mike Cruz
St_a_ﬂ Writer

SAN BERNARDINO —_.8ix men awaiting

trial in the shooting death of Mynisha Cren-

_ shaw asked a Superior Court judge Friday 1
move their trial outside the city..

Some of the defendants would: also like to

see a new prosecutor in the case, requesting -

the state Attorney General’s Ofﬁce to- inter-
vene.

- The change—of—venue motion, Jomed by at-
torneys representing the six defendants, was
- filed because of the high amount of publicity
the case has received in San Bemardino, ac-
cord.mg to court documents.”

-The defendants want Judge Donna Gunnell
Garza to move the trial out of San Bernardino
or-even out of the county, if necessary.

“Four of the defendants also joined a rotion

to recuse the District Attorney’s Office from'

prosecuting the case because of its affiliaiion
with Mynisha's Circle, a community- -action

group formed after the girl’s death in Novem-

ber to help end violence on the city’s streets.

- District Attomey Michael A. Ramos atiend-
ed the first meeting of the group, but commu-
nity prosecutor Mike Martinez has pa.mmpated

:in:subsequent meetmgs in-Ramos’ p]aee sai
district attorney s spokeswoman Susan Mic

LBYwiE

'apcused in the shqotmg death ot Mymsha Crenshaw appear in San Bernard:no Supenor Court along wnh their -

The motmn

tional reason and requests the case be handled
by the state Attorney General’s Office.
- Attorneys and partiés in the case-are subject

to a court-imposed . gag order that restricts -

them from commenting publicly. :
The defendants in' the case have’ becn

charged with murder, attempted murder, con-

spiracy and face specxal alleganons for gang

“activity and vse of a ﬁreann in Mynisha’s ’

shooting death.

The 11-year-old girl was havmg dmner with
her family on Nov. 13 when bullets pierced the :

walls of the Del Rosa area apartment near
Mountain Avenue and Citrus Street.

Authorities have testified at earlier court
_hearings that the shooting was retaliation by
members of the Pimps, Players, Hustlers and’

Gangsters, or PPHG, street gang against the
Rollin’ 60s Crips for the shooting death of one
of their own, which occurred just days before.

Also on Friday, Garza continued a hearing
to set trial dates because of the additional vo-
luminous discovery given to defense attomeys
and the new motions, drawing the ire of de-
fense attorney Mark Drew, who represems de—
fendant Sidikiba Greenwood. .

“The court does find good cause to contin-
ue,” Garza said. ’

. LaFonzo Rachal CarlerlStaﬂ photogtapher

"DreW, Acbjected to the conti uance "based
upéiidhe délays thus far.” He said he may file

m a meﬁou to: disnuss if hjs chent. faces further

also cites cnmmals,,(lﬁ;ea% deldiis.
" against prosecutor Cheryl Kersey as dif*addi=

“Fitfie liay become an 1ssue because some of

.the defendants have refused ‘to waive their

right to a speedy trial. Uhder state law; defen-
dants-have a right to a speedy trial within 60
days of arraignment, which passed May 7.

But defense-attorneys in the case have re--

7,-_ee1ved alarge amount of discovery, which in-
“cludes police interviews and other evidence,

that needs to be reviewed to provide an ade-
quate defense. Garza has already ruled that the
defendants’ right to an adequate defense -
trumps their right 10 a speedy trial.

.Three of the defendants, Greenwood,
Tyshon Haris and Singue Mormison, reaf-
firmed on Friday that they would not waive
their dight to a speedy trial.

Garza coutinued the hearing to June 23 and
said she would rule on the motions at that time.
She also wamed the defense attomeys not to
start other trials after June 23 .

Defendant Sinqué Mozrison’ had to be re-
moved from the courtroom because. of a dis-
ruption just before his attoiney, Celia Torres,
told the court that he requesteda heanng to
scek new representation.

Other defendants are: Michael Bamett Ir.,
Harold Phillips and Patrick Lair.

. Contact writer Mike Cruz at {909] msssoorme

ma:lrat mike.cnz@shsut.com.
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I“ The Sun — San Bernardine

Shooting

" continued from page At

- an 1l-year-old was dead and his
- brother wounded — leaving his
family in tears and a city’s peo-
ple grasping for answers. -

Anthony Michael Ramirez is
San Bernardino’s 31st homicide
victim this year and the fifth un-
der the age of 18..

He was gunned down by a
suspected gang member — be-

" lieved to be in his teens — on
the basketball court behind Dr.
Martin Luthier King Jr. Middle
Schoot about 8:30 p.m. Wednes-
day. : . .

%/Ieredith Mitchell, grand-

mother of 14-year-old Jarred

Mitchell, a King Middle School

student who was slain while
dancing with friends on nearby
West Home Avenue last month,
searched Thursday for an an-
swer that wouldn’t come.

“I just don’t understand how
something like this could have-
happened, especially - after
Jarred, I don’t understand that,”
Mitchell said.

Initially, students and neigh-
bors traded rumors that the slay-
ings were racially motivated,
The suspected shooter and his
accomplice are believed to be
black, and the victims are Lati-
no. :

But community activists Rev.
Reginald Beamon and Danny
Peace said race was not a factor

_in the shooting. The group of
basketball players were made up
of black and Latino young men.
Beamon said the boys told him
that the shooter opened fire ran-

* domly. ) ) '

“This is no black or brown is-
sue,” Beamon said. “This isn’t a

racial thing. This little punk -

would probably kill anybody.
He’s just a bad shooter and hap-
pened to hit both (Latino) kids.”

On Thursday, Mayor Pat
Morris spoke with Anthony'’s fa-
ther, who told the mayor,
“Please bring the shooter to jus-
tice. It’s just not fair what hap-
pened to my boy.”

The mayor said the city was
on the way to doing just that.

“We have the suspect identi-
fied,” Morris said, without pro-
viding further details. “We are
devoting every bit of our city’s
energy, most particularly that of

IS T o T [ o " T O

Morris said he would expand
the broad-based type of anti-
crime effort recently launched in
an area northeast of downtown
to four additional areas of the
city, including the area where
Anthony was shot. '

He also stressed the need to
hire 40 additional officers over
the next 30 months, and said the

_ city, one way or another, needed

to identify the resources to do
that, i '
" For Rikke Van Johnson, the
* 6th Ward councilman who rep--
resents the area, more police of-
ficers can only do so much,
“Maybe if we had a club,
these kids could go to play bas-
ketball,” he said, “Maybe that

- wouldn’t have happened. That’s

a maybe, I don't know.”

Last moments
_ The evening began when the

“group of boys walked to the

school together and noticed their
two assailants sitting on the
bleachers, said several of the
boys who were present during
Wednesday night’s shooting but
did not want to be identified out
of fear for their safety,

When the two boys got up,
one asked if the basketball-play-
ing friends were gangbangers.

“T said, ‘No, we’re just bailin’
up,’ ” said one of the witnesses,
a 4-year-old. “He said, ‘Is that
right?” And I said “That’s right.’
Then he looked at his homeboy
and said, ‘Is this fool from West-
side Verdugo? ”

- The two boys started walking
off. But one of them stopped. He
swiveled his body back toward
the game, pulled out a gun and
began “pulling the trigger really
fast,” a witness said. The friends

" scattered, running east to the

front of the school and then
north on North. Medical Center
Drive. The shooter and his ac-
complice ran west, across a
track field and out the rear of the

" schiool, witnesses said.

“A guy with a shirt off said
Anthony was on the ground. He
said ‘Anthony fell and hit his
head hard on the ground,” said a
12-year-old boy who witnessed
the shooting. “And Joseph got
shot in the hand ”

Joseph is Anthony’s 13-year-
old brother. His 15-year-old
brother was not struck by the
gunfire.

One of the boys, who is a
cousin of the slain Jarred
Mitchell, said he and three oth-
ers ran back to the street they
live on and told their parents
what happened.

Jarred’s shooting was be-
lieved to be gang related and

rrvrrrnenrrfoard B b o o el =



. Students play basketball at Dr. Mariin Luthor King Jr. Middle
‘Scheool In nﬂ

San Bemardino the day after Anthony

ichael

’ Hamlrez 11, was shot and killed Wednesday evenmg while’

ptaying basketball on campus

fi J(DB-SM mES»

tates,” hamed ; after | Magnolia -
Avenile, which dtrsiches east

and Wwest lhmugh Ihe nexghbor*—
hood;

" Police on 'Ihursdly could pot
&2 Awhemer Anthony's, slaying
is tied to the réported ongoing
E:nog tensions in the neighbor-

. Fificen-year-old .. Christyl
-~ Bonnell was standing outside
her borie orf West Home Aveniie
- when she heard the shots. She
- ran 10 the comer and saw a clus-
ter of boys running toward her.,
"She recognized one of them,
Joseph Ramirez, who had
crossed North Medical Center
Drive and was running north to-
ward Virginia Street.
“We got in the car, went over
- theré and got hing and took him.
home,” taid Christyl, whose sis-

ter was shot in the leg during the -

May 22 shooting on West Home
Avenue that killed Jarred. She
said Joseph had a T-shirt
wrapped around his hand ta stop
the bleeding.

A citywide dragnet ensued
Thursday jn an attempt 10 identi-
fy suspects, police Lt, Mark
Garcia said.

Linda Hill, the San Bernardi-
no City Unified School Dis-
trict’s spokeswoman, said the
district brought out the Crisis
Response Team ot students and
staff at Rio Vista Elementary

- ‘and King Middle schools all day
Thursday to provide support,
counseling  and inlen'cnlmn
services, -

Hill said the students were not
on campus Wednesday evening
as part of a program.

“Students should not be on
our campus after hours,” Hill
said

; Remembering Anthony
-Anthony Michael Ramirez
was-an 2ll-star pitcher, the little
mah of the house, a loyal team-
- mate, bsether, s5on and friend. He
was only 11 years old, but he
 meamt 5o much {o ¢ many peo-
ple.s - .
The third youngest in 3 fami-
* 1y with four children, Anthony
was sought oul' by his three

brothers for direction when their .
father was gut of lnwn, nelgh R

bors said.

“He was never i follower, al- -
_ ways a leader,” said neighbor,
" Phillip Rojas. "l‘hey'd listen to

him or their mom_”

to Moreno Valley to stay with

relatives for a few days,
Cousins and auits showed up

Thursday afternoon with'a me-

morial of refigious candles and’

merchandise bearing the logo of

‘the Oakland Raiders — Antho-

ny's favorite téam,

“He was only 2 baby. He didn’t
even have a full life,” said Viclo-
ria Alvarez, Anthony’s great-aunt.
Standing outside the one-story,
red-and-white home where An-
thony and his family lived, Al-
varez remembered the little boy
who will never grow up.

“They- weren't into no gangs
or nothing,. They were just inno-
cent kids,” she said. “That's why
we can't believe this happened ”

Jerry Ramirez, coach of An-
thony's Liltlé League team, The
Nationals, showed up with his
wife and father-in-law to sup-
port Anthony's family-

The coagh said Anthony was
“one good baseball phayer.”

Lite League is one of the
only options lor £hildren o par-
ticipate in organized activilies in
the area, the coach said.

His father-in-law Jack Quiroz
agreed.

“If they would've had a game
last night, he'd be alive today,”
Quiroz said. “He was a good lit-
tle’ boy. He didn’t deserve 1his,
1" telt you that.”

Communily response

Members of this ¢ ity
are wondering when the vio-
Jence will be quelled,

‘The Rev. Raymond Tumer,
pastor at Temple Missionary
Baplist for more than 13 years,
did not know Anthony, but his

_church is a few Bocks from

King Middle School.

“It's disturbing. You can’t
seem To get a handle on what's
happening,” he said, "It’s even
more disturbing when someone
comes up vith a one-answer so-

J N LD PR N

. And lhal answer, the presence

= of more police, fils lo consti-
“tute a solution, he said.

<"We've got more cops down
b the: Westside than we have

“wdown on D Street, so suppres-

ion:is not the answer,” he said.
Beamen said it will take a
vement within the communi-

'ly to change the cycle of vio-
-lence. He held a forum at King ~
~ Middle School earlier this -

month with.the' goal of creating

2 multicuhural alliance to keep -

youth off (ke sireets.
“We have got to stop lhe

. killing,” he said.

Back at the school Thursday_

" “the scene was & mix of business

as usual and grave concent.

' Inside, Marlin Brown, presi-
dent of the San Bemardino City
Unified school board, watched

_from afar as the scheol conduct-

ed its annual awards assembly.
He'd goive 10 campus to lend
his suppoit to Prlnc!pai James
Espinoza and his staff. He lelt
echoitig the concems voiced by

.30 many others: “This has to
[+ stop.”
‘The Ramirez family has gone .

. (%'utsiﬂc‘ a steady stream of
parenls — unaware of the shoot-
ing when the day began — came
to pick up their children carly,
“She'd nol coming back,” said
DeeDee Roman of her cighth-
grnde daughter who was waiting
in the car. *This isn’t the first

shooting avcund here. They've -

got drive-hys, wrecks, police
chases.”

- Myrene Xuntgz wants her’

sixth-grader, Christina, 1o trans-
fer to another school.
I don’t like it. 1 used 10 drop

-her off at the Burger King {on

ihe comer) just to let her walk a
little on her own, Ict ber grow up
a lile. But the kids are always
fighting.”

Now, Xuniga drops Christina
off right at the pates and shows
op early to pick her up 50 the 11-
year-old isn’L wailing by herself.

_Christina said she siill likes
ng Middie School.

“Everyone fights,” she said.
*| don"t fecl fike 1 have o be a
part of it.”

On a kree-lined siréet near-the

school, one of the boys who wit- -

nessed (hé shooting noticed
Ramirez’s family pulling up in

_front of his hovuse. The oldest

Ramirez brother got oul, walked
up to the boy and embraced him
in a tight hug.

An anguished sob wailed out
of him.

“I lost my baby brother!” An-
thony's brother said, clulching
the boy’s shoulders tightly,

Anthony’s mother got out of
the car and embraced some of
the boys and a mother of one of
them. She asked them to be
present for a graduation ceremo-

. ny Tuesday at Rio Vista Elemen-

tary School, where Anthany was
to’have graduated.

“She just wanted the boys
thete 1o show support to Antho-
ny," said Denise Chavira, moth-
e of one of the boys.

Stalt writer Seficis Kennady-Ross con-
bibuted ie Bis report.




> County 1%

Eric Reed/Staff photographer

Gregory Vallarta Jr., 12, is consoled by his father, Gregory Vallarta St., on Thursday about
the loss of his friend, Anthony Michael Ramirez, fatally shot the previous evening on the
baskethall court at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School in San Bernardine.
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- San.Bernardino

-~ Mayor Pat Morris

. buries his face in
-his hands

“Thursday just -

“before the start of
a news conference
regarding the

. shooting death of
11-year-old
Anthony Michael

B Ramirez.
", Al Cuizon/For The Sun

| B See video footage of

* e news.-conference

online at shsun.com.

More Phoenixes to rise

Mayor plans to expand anti-crime program to other areas -

By Kelly Rayburn
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — In response to the
shooting death of an 11-year-old boy, Mayor
Pat Morris said Thursday he would take immme-
didte steps toward replicating the type of anti-
crime program launched this month in a 20-
block area northeast of downtown.

Morris said he would be talking with city
stakeholders, including people from the busi-
ness and religious communities, over the next
three days to develop a strategy toward imple-
menting plans similar to his Operation Phoenix
in four other areas of the city.

"~ Those areas will include the Westside,
See PHOENIX / Page A6
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The death of 11-year-old- Mynisha Crenshaw on Nov. 13 became a rallying point for San- Bemardino

in its war on crime. But-children-and. teenagers have continued to die viclent deaths i in and around
greater San: Bemardlnn ’ o

‘Phoenix

_cont_in_ued from page A1l

where Anthony Michael Rami-
rez, 11, was shot and killed m MELANIE MIERS 16, k:ued out5|de a parly in
Wednesday night while he was San Bernardino, Nov. 20,
playing basketball at Dr. Martin
. Luther King Jr. Middle School.
Another-area will be the De}
Rosa “neighborhood where 1l- W CHRISTOPHER PAUL RANSOM 15, shot to
year-old Mynisha Crenshaw was - death inside a friend’s apartment in San’
killed in November. Bernaidino, Jan. 9.

Moris said he would offer g oy peperroin in, 17, Killed in a drlve-by
more. details early next week on - .
shooting i in San Bernardmo Jan, 28

which areas would be targeted R
and the resources it will take. - B JAMAL HAMI’TON, 17, shot to death as he sat
Pushing forward with Opera- - i-a'car with friends in Muscoy, Feb. 1,

tion Phoenix-style programs in g yher 0ROZCO, 17, , shot to death in- nghland

= RYANN Mcc.mec, 18, stabbed to death in
Riatto, March 15.

B DUSTIN MICHAEL-ROY NAMANNY 14, shot ata N1 GREGORY SMITH, 17, shot to death in RlﬂltO :
friend’s home in San Bernardino, Jan 6 S Apr:l 22
M JARRED MITCHELL, 14, shiot to déath ina
drive-by in San Berrardino, May 22.

B ANTHONY JOHNSON, 17, shot to death in.San -
Bemardmo June 9. o .

. | ANTHONY MICHAEL RAMIREZ, 11, shot to
death while playing basketball at a middie -
school playground in San Bemardino, June 21.

. other parts of the city would
mark a turs in poliey. .

Operation Phoenix — which

currently targets the 20-block:.

-area bounded by 16th Street and
Base Line on the north and south
- and Sierra’ Way and Waterman

Avenue on the west and east —

started June 10.

Officials had planned to eval-
uate the program over the course
of a year before deciding wheth—
er to duplicate it.

But Anthony’s death marked
the city’s 31st homicide of the
year, putting San Bernardino on
pace to have more slayings than
it did in 2005 when it saw a
decade-hlgh 58 homicides.

Morris® response: The city.
needs to-do more, and it needs to
be done fast.

“The scale and the scope of
this ongoing tragedy demands
that we expand our efforts be-
yond the target area known as
Operation .Phoenix,” Morris
said. _

The mayor also said the city
must dedicate itself to hiring 40
additional - police officers over
the next 2% years, including the
14 that are slated to be added in
the next fiscal year, whxch be-
gins July 1.

Community leaders describe
a crime challenge in'San Bernar-
dino that is deeply entrenched
— one with no easy solutien.

“If T had the answer ... we
wouldn’t have the shootings out
there,” said the Rev. Raymond
Turner, pastor at Temple Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, a few
blocks from King Middle
School.

Tumner said creatine iohe

Feb, 9.

-alone is not the answer, and nei-

ther is hiring more police offi-
cers. )

He said his neighberhoed and
others like it need a cultural
shift, one in which residents are
willing to work with authorities
to solve crime.

“We have a society that says

_the snitch is worse than the mur-

derer,” he said.

Moiris has said that a key to
his Phoenix propram is commu-
nity buy-in — and s it will like-
ly be to future efforts as well.

Sixth- ‘Ward Councilman
Rikke Van Johnson, who repre-
sents the area where Anthony
was killed, liked the idea: of
moving ahead with a Phoenix-
style program there.

Seventh Ward Councilwom-
an Wendy McCammack, who
represents the area where Myni-
sha was killed, said she was all
for a heavier police presence in
the neighborhood.

“I applaud (Morris') ambi-
tious agenda with one minor
concem,” she said. “The original
concern that | had regarding Op-
eration Phoenix was that we
(were) going to chase the crimi-
nal element into other parts of
the city.”

Morris, she said, assured her
that wouldn’t happen. But
McCammack said she was a
“little leery” of a new Phoenix-
style effort without some hard
data in place on the success of
the original one.

Contact writer Kelly Rayburn at
(909) 356-3882 or via e-mail at
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Gunﬁre numbmgly
‘common by school

Custodian oﬁer_l hears sounds of violence

By Megan BIaney
Staff Writer -

. SAN BERNARDINO
Charles Baker hias heard gunfire
s0 many times while working at
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Mid-
dle School that it’s hard to dis-
tinguish between each incident.

Two cases, though, stick

_firmly in his mind. -

Baker, the school’s night cus-
todian, heard the shots when 14-
year-old Jarred Mitchell was
killed a block away outside a
West Home" Avenue house on
May 22, He also heard the shots
that rang out Wednesday niglhit
at the school’s basketball court.

Baker had no idea someone
was hit Wednesday until a
bunch of boys came to him.

Slung over the shoulder of one’
of the boys was Anthony Mi-

chael Ramirez, " 11,
been shot in the back. )

“They said, ‘Some fool shot
at us,” and that they thought it
was a pellet gun,” Baker said.

He reached back to the
middle-left side of his back to
point out where Anthony was
shot.

- At first, he. didn’t think the

.who had

wound was that serious. There.

wasn’t a lot of blood, and An-
thony was conscious and talk-
- ing.

“But then 1 looked” at his

" back, and the wound was big. It

wasn’t a pellet- gun,” Baker said.
Baker brought the boy into

-the school’s media center and .

called the San Bernardino City

Unifted School District Police
-Department because. he thought

its officers might be closer and
respond more quickly.

Anthony was moving and
saying, “Don’t touch me, don’t
touch me,” Baker said. “He just
kept repeating it.”

Police and ambulances re-

. sponded quickly, Baker said.

“There was so little blood,”
he said. “I didn’t even have fo
clean up afterward.”

. As Baker spoke Thursday
about the. previous night, stu-
dents walked by and greeted
him. It’s not surprising that stu-
dents would tuin to the tall, stal-
wart custodian for help, Princi-
pal James Espinoza said.

“He’s well-liked,” he said.
“The school, the teachers, the

‘kids — everyone is very close.”

Baker worries about the reap-
pearance of guns in the neigh--
borhood.

. “In the early *90s, there were
gunshots all the time. Then it
was quiet,” he said. “Now, we're

-seeinig it up again.”
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Anth

By Selicia Kennedy-Ross
Staff Writer :

Ny was ‘peacekeeper ’
-~ Simpsons” and  “SpongeBob . - He was caught between being a little
SquarePants,” but was getting into shows  kid and growing up. :
like MTV’s “Pimp My Ride” and “Yo. . . Less: than a week before his fifth-
Mama.” s ... grade graduation from Rio Vista Ele-
: He wanted to marry Jessica Alba, but ©  mantary” School, Anthony was gunned
was shy about riding rolier coasters with . — - -
girls his age. : R .Seg__FAMlLYI Page A4

SAN BERNARDINO — At age 11,
Anthony. Michael Ramirez was just start-
ing to leave childhood behind. -

He still enjoyed cartoons such as *“The

Anthony

down Wednesday by a suspected
gang member while playing basket-
ball with his brothers and friends at
Dr. Martin Luthéer King Jr. Middle
School. e :

His family is left to wonder why
the boy they called “Ant-Man” is
gone: ,

: The third in a family of four boys,
" Anthony learned to-share at an early
age. He was a natural-born mediator,

his family said. -

“He was a peacekeeper,” said An-
thony’s grandmother, Esther Esparza.
“He always wanted his friends to be
friends.”. - :

He would have graduated from Rio
Vista on Tuesday. His mother,
Michelle Ramirez, will walk in his
place at the ceremony.

He was a fan of the Dodgers and
hip-hop music, especially Tupac
Shakur. : .

He liked strawberry-banana yogurt
and playing in the backyard with his
dog, Oakland, named after his fa-
vorite football team, the Oakland
Raiders. He loved the fireworks on
the Fourth of July, hiking with his fa-
ther and his mother’s lasagna. His fa-
vorite color was blue, the same color

“as the Dodgers and the same hue his

family chose for his coffin.

Anthony loved sports, especially
baseball and foptball, and he dreame;l
of becoming a professional football
player, his family said.

. He pitched for a neighborhood Lit-
tle League team called the Nationals,
- and ‘even-made the All-Star téam.-His

teammates. will camy. his-hame. and
nurnbei dn' theii uniforms at their final
gamie and will honor Anthony with a
tribute during . the season’s closing
ceremonies.

He was looking forward to his
graduation ceremony and the lazy
summer afternoons of hiking and
swimming at the beach that would
follow.

Anthony spent his last summer
with Esparza in Las Vegas at a time
share. He enjoyed it so much he did-
n’t want to go home, she said. Antho-
ny loved Las Vegas, staying at big ho-.
tels, frolicking for hours in the lush
resort-style swimming pools.

The active fifth-grader and his
brothers were looking forward to their
sumrmer-vacation plans — a camping
trip in Yosemite National Park. The
11-year-old did not fear natwe but

reveled in it, hiking trails enthusiasti--

-cally, catching frogs and other small
creatures. He had ani-affinity for ani-
mals. s -

“He was always catching some-
thing .. . he’d come home with things
in a jar,” his mother said.

School was fun for Anthony, who
was an excellent speller and who had
done well in his studies this year, his
parents said.

“He liked school,” said his father,
Henry Ramirez. “He was always get-
ting vp and getting ready for school
without being told.”

The day he died, Anthony had Jjust
come back from a school field trip to
the Long Beach Aquarium where he
saw exotic fish.

He was bom Sept. 14, 1994, the
third of four brothersp~ Henry Jr, 15,
Joseph, 13, and Christopher, 9. '

Even as a- toddler, Michelle
Ramirez said, Anthony was “always
adventurous.” I

~ A good-natured baby, the only time

her son would cry was whenr his fa-
ther left the room, she said. “Wherev-
er his father went he would go. He al-
ways said that if he couldn’t be a pro
foptball player, he wanted to work
with his dad.”

Henry Ramirez said he had
pianned to try to help coach his son’s
baseball team next season.

“He wanted me to try coaching

next year,” he said. “I wanfed to do it
because he wanted me to.”
_ Anthony also delighted in spend-
Ing time with his brothers; whom he
called his “bubbas.” He followed his
older brothers to play basketball with
neighborhood friends on the courts at
the playground at King Middle
School the night he died.

Aroond 8:30 p.m., two suspected
gang members interrupted the game
with gunfire. Out in the open, the
boys scrambled for cover. Anthony
was fatally shot.

" . As.he lay on the blacktop dying,
Anthony called out for his brothers.
Joseph was shot in the hand, and his
grief is-painfully visible -when -he
looks at pictures of his little brother,
his tears flowing quietly but unhin-
dered,: = - ’

Although Anthony was shorter
than some boys his age, he was fierce-
ly protective of his family, especially
his mother.

“Whenever [ said I was going to
the -storé at night, he’d say: ‘you
aren’t going alone,” — and he’d come
with me,” Michelle Ramirez said. “Or
he wouldn't be home yet and I'd hear
the helicopters outside and I'd get
wortied. But he would always call me
and say: ‘Mom, I'm OK, I'm at a
friend’s house.™

- Anthony had many friends as evi- -
denced by the notes, flowers and
stuffed animals left since the shooting
at the makeshift memorial in front of
his family’s San Bernardino home.
But it wasn’t until his death that his
parents realized just how many
friends their son had.

The family, which left their home -
to stay with relatives out of town,

 pulled vp in front of their house
Thursday night to retrieve some
clothing, o

That’s when it happened. One by
one, they started coming. Neighbors
and friends. People of all colors and
all ages coming out of their homes.
They came on foot or on bicycles,
some even riding on handlebars, All
coming to comfort the family, offer-
ing hugs and words of support.

“I just saw all these little heads
popping up,” Michelle Ramirez said.

Anthony touched a lot of lives, said
his aunt, Yvonne Serna. :

“He was such a little, little kid with
such a big, big heart.”
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.gathering at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Middle School where 11-year-

Wednesday night.

Enc HeedISIafl phoiographer
Members of Victory Qutreach Church hold S|gns Fnday at Base Line and Medical Center Drive in San Bernardino after

old Anthony Michael Ramirez was fatally shot

Group says ‘enough is enough’

Protesters rally at
site of boy’s killing

By leki Cobb
Slaff Writer 7

:SAN BERNARDINO
Ai)out 30 fired-up youths gath-
ered at Dr. Martin Luther King
Ji Middle School on Friday
afternoon to protest the violence
that has ripped through the
neighborhood and the city.

“The protesters, from as far
away as Las Vegas and Atlanta,
had gathered to promote a movie
produced by Victory Outreach
Church.

"The movie, “Common
Ground: a Tale of Two Gang-
stas,” tells the story of two rival
youths overcoming their differ-
ences and forging a bond of

peace.

Their aim, the marchers said,
is'to bring that peace to San Bey-
nardino. James Mcatee of Atlan-
ta said he made the trip to make

his voice heard - in the ﬁght

against violence..

“l heard all the vnolence;
going on down here and came to |

support the community,” Mcatee
-said. “If everyone can come to-
gether in unity, we can stop it.”
Marton Elwell, 16, of San
Bemardino said she believes re-
ligion can be a unifying force.
She said she’s deeply troubled
by what she reads in the newspa-

! pers about killings in the neigh-

borhood.

“The spirit of San Bernardino
is the spirit of darkness now,”
Marion said.. “All the gang mur-
ders and stuff — it"s the spirit of
darkness.”

The group ‘will continue to
gather and rally in different trou-
bled spots throughout the city,

ABOUT THE GROUP

To leam more about Common
Ground, calt (909) 386-1070.

said David Tejeras. He hopes
their numbeis will continue to
grow as they spread their mes-
sage of peace.

“Enough is enough,” Tejeras 7

said. “This is going to bring the

whole community together. This

isa steppmg stone for the solu-
tion.”

Danny Gonzales, who orga-

nized the rally, said he hopes for
a strong turnout for the movie,
which will be shown at 6 p.m.
July 14 and 15 at the National
Orange Show Events Center.

He said the film has a posi-
tive message — one the commu-
nity is hungry to hear.

“] want to target this commu-
nity,” he said, gesturing around
the neighborhood. “I want to let
neople know there’s an answer.”

1

| heard alf the violence
going on down here and
came to support the

- community. If everyone

can come together in
unity, we can stop it

JAMES MCATEE

of Atlama -
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Peace forum today
at SB central library

Event part of series involving young people

"By Kelly Rayburn-

! Staff Wmer

‘SAN BERNARDINO — A

: forum designed for civic leaders

to “offer 'their ideas oh what
young people can do to make
“their communities safer is sched-
uled for today, amid continued
bloodshed on the city’s streets.
The event will be.held from
10 a.m. to noon at the Norman
_F. Feldheym  Central - Library,
555 W. Sixth St. It is free and
open to the public.

The forum, called Peace Fest
-2006, is one of a'series of recent
events aimed at involving teens
in creating safer living environ-
‘ments.

. But the city continues to suf-
fer. Anthony Michael Ramirez,
11, became the latest child hom-
. ictde victim on Wednesday eve-
ning when he was shot and
killed while- playing- basketball
- at Dr. Martin Luther: King Jr.
© Middle School.

Randall Lopez, who orga-
nized the forum before Antho-

ny’s death, said it was part of a -

larger effort to get techs doing
something constructive with
their lives before they tum to
gangs, drugs or violence.

“If we don’t find a way to get
these kids involved, they’re
going to find a way to get them-

selves involved, and the out-
come is going to be unpleasant,”
he said.

Lopez said he expects be-

“tween 150 and 200 people at to-

day’s event.:

Among those participating‘
will be hip-hop artists AR-15
(Ann Racist 15), Riverside-

‘based artist Jason Jénkins, the

Central City Lutheran Mission
and All of Us or None, a group
that supports more services for
former prisoners.

Lopez said the candidates for
licutenant govemor from both
the Green and Libertarian parties
would be present.

Alex Avila, cuitural director
at Central City Lutheran Mis-
sion, said he would be attending

today’s event, and that it is key

to hear young people’s ideas on-
how to keep communities safe.

Avila helped organize a dem-
onstration for expanded youth
services Menday in front of City
Hall.

“Young people, in my opin-
ion, already know what to do,”
he said. “They just need the
money and resources.”

Contact writer Kelly Raybum at

(909) 386-3882 or via e-mail at
kelly.rayburn@sbhsun.com.
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By Robert Rogers
Siaﬂ Wnler

* SAN BERNARDINO — He is
slightly built, heavily armed and
ready to die.

At 16, Lorence is a veteran soldier
who _clalms West Side Verdugo. He
has no sympathy for the child who

was shot to death Wedriesday nighton

a school basketball court during a
friendly game of hoops.

- Little Lorence sat on his BMX bike
nearby, wearing a Tupac Shakur T-
shirt and cocksure smirk. .

“I don’t know why they shot them,”

Lorence said. “They wasn’t in gangs. -
) knoW

They was just like pretty boys.”

But Lorence is-in-a gang.

He said he got “jumped in” at 13 or
14 and owns two guns, a 38 special
and a Glock 380, either of which he
likes to carry in his waistband,

He’s not packing this day. Too
many cops around the shooting scene,
he said. Nor was he “strapped” about

five months ago when he got blasted -

by some enemies in front of a liquor
store on Base Line. _

He proudly lifts his shirt sleeve to
reveal shotgun pellet scars clustered

who is Latino, uses a derogatory
Spanish word to describe his would-
be assassins, whom he considered re-
cent Mexxcan immigrants.

In the eyes of the schools, the law
and the sphere of public opinion,
Lorence is a child. But in this bor-
ough, steeped in gang culture heisa
man,

Lorence is the fresh face of gangs.

In the deadly bedlam that has
claimed the lives of six children city-
wide and two this month in west San
Bemardino, a loosely banded locale

where simriefing tensions are stoked~™
into fiery gunfights by dirty looks and™ -
disrespect, the line between child and-

adult is blurred,

Kids shoot and get shot, beat and
are beaten, struggle with what’s left of
the older generation for respect and
manhood and money.

And in this rugged world, chil-
dren’s deaths are not always per-
ceived as a tragic destruction of inno-
cence.

“You gotta understand a dliferent
mentality out here,” said “Do Disty,” a

42-year-old with a sun-beaten tattoo on - -

his neck and a shock of white in his
black hair. “To people not from here,

these kids getting shot is terrible. But

here people have seen kids as killers,
shootmg and getting shot at with grown

- men and other kids. Age don’t matter.”

-But to Dirty, who said he’s an ex-
member of “The Projects,” a Crips
subsidiary that rules-the dilapidated
teighborhood south of Base Line off
Medical Center Drive, it’s the vacuum
left by dead and jailed older gangsters
that has helped create a youth killing

field. He said only the churches can

save this neighborhood now.

" He offers street-side analysis while
drinking purple Gatorade in. front of
the liquor store/market at West Ninth

: Street and North Medical Center Dri-

Ve He. 's. wearing a blue shirt.
sg an endangered spec1es and he

em ain’t many-like. me left out
here.”

Word on these stxeels, cobbled to-

gether from scores of sidewalk inter-

views in different enclaves, is all fear -

and chaos. The clder gangsters are
dead or locked up. Leaders don’t last.
Pockets of violence flare sponta-
neously. Old beefs simmer and ex-
plode into new crime scenes.

Amid the chaos, outrage over chil-

. dren blown down by gunfire smkes a

on the back of his right arm. Lorence, - mingrchord,

i The gangs here’ include Magnolla
}loods on and around Home Avenue,

- where- 14-year-old Jarred -Mitchell

-was killed, The Projects just south of

-+Base Line, California.Gardens to the

Swest and Delmann Heights, a Bloods
‘offshoot, to - the west, both black
gangs. West Side Verdugo is just east
and -mostly Latino. Friction runs hot
among -~ all thése groups, especially
California -Gardens and -‘Magnolia
Bloods, residents say.-

Colors .matter here, }ust like they
_did at thé heightof crack—cocame -in-

sfused clashes' between' Bloods " and,
Chips, red and blise, irf 505 Angeles in-

the 1980s. In The Pm]ects blue pre-
doniinates; while just blocks north,
red is conspicuously more prevalent.
They matter more thai age.
“People have hearts, but there-are a
lof of young killers oyt here who.have
been puttmg in work since they ‘were
like this,” said Jason Tyler, a 24-year-
ald.who lives on the Magnolia Street
that gives the sicighborhodd its name.
" He holds his hand about 4 feet off
the. ground to describe the size of
young “workers.”
Heavily tattoced, he wnll say only
he is gang “affiliated.” -
“These kids get started early, and
the people around here know that.

\g\'b"\\W’
‘Age don’t matter’ in gang life

They know that they could just as eas-
ily get shot by a 15-year-old as a 25-
year-old.”

There is a war, but it’s not organ-
ized or waged over conventional
squabbles like drugs and turf, It's in-

termittent, low-grade and deadly. -

Groups of twos.and threes can trade
tough looks, one boy can talk to an-
other’s girl, the fuse is lit, explosions
rodar and blood sprays.

And there’s an mtelllgeﬂce beyond -

the government or the media.

“I read about what went down at
the school with the kid, and in my
mind I know there’s more to those
kids getting shot than what they say,”
Tyler said. :

.- He said there may be a racial com-
ponent. Anthony Michael Ramirez,
the dead fifth-grader, and his 13-year-
old brother, Joseph, are Latino. The
suspects are black. Tyler said retalia-
tion is likely.

“Black people are always targets,”
he said. “But with this, anybody from

Verdugo at any time might come cap -
. some black kid.”

Like the post-Cold War world,
threats are less clearly definéd. The
old paradigm of gangs is dead, said
Bobby Vega, 47, who lives in West
Side Verdugo territory -and has
worked in youth programs since the
1970s.

“The injunctions, the police crack-
doWns have scattered the gangs,
Vega said. “The structure is de-
stroyed. There are no leaders, no shot
callers. Now it’s. just loose-knit
groups of mostly kids rafining around
claiming a certain neighborhood.”

- The idea of a gang truce to stop the
violence is outdated, Vega said. -

*“Who are you going to have a tmice
with? There’s no leadership left.” -

Back on Medical Center Drive, in
The Projects area, liquor-store man-
ager Joun Seder said the neighbor-
hood is worse than anything he saw
growing up in Syria before immigrat-
ing to the United States in 1987.

Customers, mosily kids, file in and
out. One lopes in, his bloodshot eyes
level as he walks, as if-he_cruising in
on a conveyor belt.

After fumbling around the pastry
aisle, the blue-shirted boy ap-
proached the counter and plopped
down a cinnamon ro}l.

“Are you confused? Are you
high?” Seder said jokingly.

The boy said nothing. He looked

15 or 16. He drew out a rol} of cash -

as thick as a deck of cards, pec..t
off two singles and flicked them on
the counter.

Outside, he shrugged his shoul-
ders when asked about the recent
shootings claiming the lives of two
children not much younger than he.

“People, get shot around here all
the time,” he drawled before whip-
ping out a cell phone and walking
off.

Seder sees customers all day

* every day. He grabbed a newspaper

off his rack and put his finger on
Jarred Mitchell’s picture.
*“This kid came in here like 10Q-

" times a day,” Seder said, shaking his

head. “He bought candy and soda.
He was a kid™”

Right near the door Seder keeps a
slushy machine with two flavors, red
and blue. His store sits in The Pro-
ject, but is just a couple blocks from
Magnolia Bloods ar¢a, where Jarred
was killed.

But Jarred'’s death illuminated the
chasm between geographic and cul-
tural differences in the region. It
spurred community action, includ-
ing a meeting of church leaders at
his school last month. It rever’
ed at City Hall, where le 3
weighed in on the pressing need to
address violence.

It was interpreted d:ffercntly here,

» said James Cephas, a pastor at a

Seventh-day Adventist Church near
Home Avenue.

“Kids get shot, but there’s not ex-
tra sadness among gangs because
they’re kids. They averge deaths,
but 1ot any more so because of an
age,” Cephas said.

“These kids are younger and
harder than ever.”

. Orlando Alexander is practically-a
graybeard at 19. He stands outside
the West Home Avenue house just
feet from where Jamed died in the
street. He’s wearing bright red slip-

pers.

He said he’s sad that kids who
could have been his little brother are
dying on these streets, but he can’t
let his guard down.

“A lot of what’s going on here is
kids. It’s the older cats that are more
laid back,” Alexander said. “These
kids are scared, they're trying to be
hard, and a lot of times they’re get-
ting their drink on and their smoke
on and they got guns. That’s » *-u-
gerous combination.”



" Trial of Mynisha

By Mike Cruz
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — The

trial will stay here for a group of
suspected gang members held in
the shooting death of 11-year-old
Mynisha Crenshaw, a judge ruled
Friday.

“That trial could begin by
July 10. )

Superior Court” Judge Donna
Gunnell Garza denied a motion
for a change of venue. Filed by
the attorney ‘representing defen-
dant Patrick Lair, four other de-
fendants joined in the motion.

Defense attorneys who sup-
poried the motion argued that the
issues of pervasive media cover-
age and the defendants’ right to a
fair trial were already decided by
Superior Court Judge Brian Mc-

Carville when he imposed a gag -

order several weeks ago.
“Essentially, my position is the
court is already tied to its own
findings,” said attorney Daniel
* Mangan, who represents Lair,
Submitted along with the mo-

tion were search-engine results
from Web sites for The Sun and
Google revealing hundreds of ar-
ticles that have been written about
Mynisha’s shooting death in No-
vernber.

Also included were the strate-
gic plan devised by the communi-
ty group that grew out of the girl’s
death, Mynisha’s Circle, as well
as Mayor Pat Morris® Operation
Phoenix anti-crime plan and the

- countywide strategic plan on
gangs for 2005, accordmg tocourt .

records,

But Garza determmed the.

change-of-venue motion was a
scparate matter from the gag or-
der.

The District Attorney’s Office
had also opposed moving the trial
outside of the city or even the
county.

“I agree there has been a lot of
press, but T don’t see that as rising

_to a level for 2 change of venue,”

prosecutor-Cheryl Kersey told the
judge.

Mynisha was killed- Nov. 13
Wwhen several anmed men opened

fendants to stay put |

fire on a Del Rosa-area apartment
near Mountain Avenue and Citrus
Street as the girl was eating dinner
with her family, accordmg to au-
thorities.

The seven defendants in the
case, alt-suspected by authorities

to be members of the PPHG street

gang, are charged with murder, at-
tempted murder, conspiracy to
commit mutder, and special en-
hancements for wsing a firearm
and street gang activity.

- Police testified that the shoot-
ing was in retaliation for the fatal
shooting of:one of the PPHG’s
members, Barry Jones, four days
earlier at an apariment comiplex

just around the comer from where -

Mynisha wag killed.

Garza alsorrioved closer to set- -

tinga trial date and' delayed a rul-
ing on a motior to recuse the Dis-

* trict Attomey’s- Oﬂ' ce from pros-

ecuting the case.
The judge set July 10 for a de-

cision to- move forward with the

trial. 'I'hrcc ‘of the defense attor-
neys said Friday they were ready
for trial now.

Nl

“Someone is reidy to proceed

and go to trial in this matter on -
July 19,” Garza said in court. “Tt is <.

this court’s intention to begin jury
selection on July 11

The date was set two weeks_:
from Fndays ‘court hearing -io’
-give prosecutors, who have: an-

nounced- several times they are
ready for itial, more time to han-
dle an unéxpccted 1]lness in their
office. .

Kersey ‘Was ass:gned to fill in

for prosecutor Rod Cortez during.

jury selection in.a capital-murdes
case for defenddrnit Louis Mitcheli
while Cortez i recovers from an jll-
ness. o
Defense attomeys

the prosecution additional time,
calling it 4 double standard aftér
the judge had set strict deadlines
for the defénse to be ready and not
schedule themselves for other 13-
als.

ing our humps.to get things done
during that tire frame,” said at-
tomey Ed Congdon, who repre-

in Lhe_,
Mynisha .case “objected to” giving:

“We ve been on hold or bust-'

'sents defendant Michael Bamett

T
Attm‘ney Mark Drew, who rep-
résénts Sidkiba Greenwood, also
objected to the continuance and
told the court he has been ready
for trial for months.. But Kersey

" was -adamant the fill-in ass:gn-.

ment was beyond her control.
“I'Was assigned to pick up an-
other case in progress ‘when an-
other (deputy) district atiormey be-
came ill,” Kersey told the court.

- The motion to recuse the Dis-.

trict Attorney’s Office from pros-
ecuting the case was filed by
Lair’s attorney based on- District
Attorey Michael A. Ramos’ par-
ticipation. in -a Mynisha’s Circle
meeting and criminal threats re-

- céived by Kersey.

" If the judge grants the motion,
prosecution would be handled by

" the state Attomey General’s Of-

fice. Attorneys for two other de-
fendants, Harold Phillips and
‘Tyshon Haris, joined in the mo-
tion.

- “Perhaps it is an excellent idea
for an elected district attomey to

“davits from'wimesses.

<
.
be a member of a dedicated com- 2
munity action group, Mynisha’s...
Circle,” Mangan wrote in thc mo- - - ‘:
“«

tion. .
“Perhaps it is a good idea not to :

e

WTE

be aligned with the one foundad - -

as a community reaction to- this . - ¥

‘case, named after the victim in° - '«

this case, while the case is bcmg v

prosecuted,” Mangan wrote. -~ - .
Prosecutors contended that the = v

motion lacked evidence and. aﬁi-z ‘-

wiE el

“Even if its shortcomings were:
overlooked, the declaration is in- -
admissible ‘to the extent that it
contains argument, conclusions - -
and hearsay,” Deputy District At-
torney Brent Schultze wrote inre-
sponse.

Other defendants in the case
are Sinque Morrison and Sean
Davis. Davis accepted a plea bar-
gain that will give him a maxj-’
mum of 11 years in state prison if
he cooperates with prosecutors
and testifies at the trial. N

Three other defendants charged )
in Mynisha’s death are named in a L
separate case.

- _:7&-'?.‘.‘ ,Q'%-. -
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Al Cuizon/For The Sun

Derek Coleman consoles his sister, Lashonda Williams,
after findinig out.one of her sons, Travelle Williams, 186,
had been fatally shot in front of their apariment on East
Orange Street in San Bermnardino on Saturday.

16-year-old is
32nd slaying
in SB this year

and Joe Nelson
Staff Writers - : - www,sbsun.com

‘SAN BERNARDINO —- A 16. MOOD OF THE CITY:
yea:-qld,bc')y_di@d after he was shot __Dl_scquraged._msndepts o
in an apparent” dispute over a cell speak out about GrIME. .-~
phone Saturday, three days after an  GALLERIES: View
11-year-old boy was killed .and ‘his  photo covérage from the
13—ye'ar—_old brother wounded in a aftermath of Wangsday
playground shooting. "t night's shooting dealh of
" San Bemnardino police said the  Anthony Michaef Ramirez
16-year-old, identified by farnily as ~ and a galery trom the af-
- “Travelle Williams, was shot shortly termath of the Saturday
after 6 p.m. Saturday in the 40p  Shooting death of Travelle
block of East Orange Street. Witliams:

Three days easlier, _Anthony S -
Michael Ramirez and his brother, WAVE INFORMATION? -
Joseph, were shot. while playing Anyone with-information.
basketball with friends at Dr. Martin about this incideal Is 617,
Luther King Jr. Middle School. .gou_ragzg tupca;}l g san

Potice have identified a suspectin - mﬂ:f;;{' e ;ﬁg;gp)a "
that case — 15-year-old James La-  3g4-5656. o
mont Bagsby. They consider him - .
armed and dangerous. A _

«fie’s still out there,” police Sgt. {NSIDE | PAGE A4 .
Ray Rocba said Saturday, adding oo o
that police planned to continue  SAFE HAVENS :
heavy patrols in and around the Do they stl existin
Westside neighborhood where An-  San Bemardino?
thony was shot.

On the other side of town Satur-

See SLAYING / Page Ad
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Enough

continued from page A3.

according to the Morgan Quitno
Press, a publishing and ranking
company. City and community
leaders are fighting back against
the .violence, 'but the .city's

climbing tally of homicides in - -

‘the first six months of this year

is well on its way to rivaling or -

surpassing last year’s total of 58.
- Community «unembérs ~ and

city officials rose up in outrage -

in response to the shooting- of
11-year-old Mynisha ' Crenshaw
who died in a hail of gang bul-

lets in November. Frustration is-

running high becuuse of the re-
cent violence, said Pastor Ray-
mond Turner of the -Temple.
Missionary Baptist Church -in
the city’s Westside.

“We must prevent another

generation of following that pat-
tern of violence,” Tumer said.
“But the last two killings were
senseless. How do you prevent
that?” :

Combating violence in a
community takes a multifaceted
approach, said J. Robert Flores,
director of the Office of Juvenile

Justice and Delinquency Preven-

tion — part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. '
“There has to be a real bal-
ance in terms of any effort to ad-
dress public safety,” Flores said.

“There needs to be strong. ag-.

gressive enforcement as well as
a well-organized prevention ap-
proach.” _

" Mayor Pat Morris launched.
an anti-ctime plan dubbed Oper-
ation Phoenix. The testing area
for the plan encompassed a 20-
block area northeast of down-
town, but after Anthony’s slay-
ing, Morris extended Operation
Phoenix to include an additional
four areas.

Morris said he has “no
doubt” that once Operation
Phoenix is fully implemented
that it will make a profound dif-

ference in the quality of life in

that area.

“We can and we will make a
difference with our strategies,”
_he said. “But we are a city of
limited resources, and we’re
going to have to do this our-
selves,”

But that may take some time.

MNoweael RI. 13 -

munity Foundation in Atlanta,

~knows change can be a long

time in coming. Her work with

- the East Lake Meadows — once

a crime-and-drug-infested hous-
ing project — helped transform

it into a thriving new neighbot- -

hood. Naughton flew to San

" Bernardino-in January to talk to

leaders about effécting change.
“All these strategies have to

.be'long term,” she said. “If this

has only been in place a month
or- two since the mayor was

" elected, then that’s too short.”

‘Work on East Lake Meadows

‘started in 1994, and crime con-

tinued to be rampant for several
years before a change could be
distinguished. '

“It can change, and I believe
it ‘will change,” Turner said.
“But not until those of us with
tesources come together and get
a clear picture of the real prob-

“lem; not just throw money at it.

_“It’s -going to take more than

just adding more police, more

programs, more jobs. It will take

@ combination of those things.

We need to come together and
not worry about who gets credit
for what .and just pool our re-
sources.”

Engage the children

Seven of the 32 homicide
victims this year have been chil-
dren. Some of the suspects are
also children,

At 12, Gabriela Redriguez
has already given up on her
hometown.

“1- wish I could move,” she
said, sitting on'a low block wall
outside Roosevelt Elementary
with her mother, Teresa. “Any-
where else than here.”

Gabriela has lived in San
Bernardino all her life. But she
says she was never afraid of the
gangs or the shootings she’d
heard about until she heard
about Anthony’s killing.

Children " are ‘not the only
ones scarred by the recent vio-
lence.

Gnanadev said treating - chil-
dren is emotionally difficult.
Adrian was flown to Arrowhead
Regional after he was shot, but

- he lost too much blood before he

arrived. Gnanadev was on duty,
but there was no way to save the
boy’s life.

“It has been worse this year,”
he said. “The ones who die, they

That underscores the impor-
tance of reaching them before
tragedy strikes, Flores said.

Children must feel engaged
to their school, family and com-
munity, Flores said. _

“They’ve got to be connected
to at least two of these three fac-
tors. If so, the risk factors go
down tremendously,” Fiores
said. L
Parents, teachers, after-school
Jjobs, mentors — the possibilities

-to engage children are bound-

less.

The pitfalls are also plentiful
— truancy, iillegal ways to make
money, gangs, absent parents.

Each effort of a multifaceted
plan suffers without the other
pieces, Flores said, and one of
those ‘components must be the
private sector. , T

“The business cominunity
has really got to come to the ta-
ble,” he said. “Children need to
know why they are going to
school.” :

The message will be lost if

children do not believe that ex-
celling in school will benefit
them later.

“If the only people offering
Jobs are pimps and gang mem-
bets, then that’s not necessarily
a strange deciston for a kid to
make,” Flores said.

Parenting and education
Only 12 percent of adults

-older than 25 in San Bernardino

have a bachelor’s degree,
according to census results from
2000. Single mothers account
for 14 percent of the city’s

_households, and in many cases,

grandparents take care of their

grandchildren when the parents

are absent or not strong authori-
ty figures. . '

These demographics can con-
tribute to violent actions in chil-
dren, said Eloise Anderson, a
former director of The Program
for the American Family at The
Claremont Institute,

“The strongest link to vie-
lence is parents who were never
married, (families in which) the
father is not present, or there is
divorce and substance abuse,”
she said. “As a resuit, you see
violence, especially in the boys,
when they are disconnected
from their fathers.”

The mayor said raising
healthy children will have a lot

“qo2'Lz ™



“Many of these youngsters
dealing death with handguns are
bom into dysfunctional fami-

lies,” Morris said. “They are not

taught values or' respect for
‘property or human life, That
comes from good child raising.”

A dearth of jobs, programs

and parental figurés creates a

disconnect in -children, Flores

said. -
“San Bemardino is not alone

in its struggle. It really is a chal- -

lenge,” Flores said.'
Far from yesterday

Inside the gym at the Rudy C.
Hemandez Community Center,
about 20 young men were play-
ing a pickup basketball game re-
cently, and a dozen more young-
sters were. cooling off from the
overcast summer day in the pool
outside. .

But the turnout is nowhere
near what it once was, said Juan
Huntsman, .

Huntsman has been coming
to the community center since
he was 13. He’s.23 and a fixture
here now. - .

His little brother, Anthony,
dribbled a basketball nearby and
is rarely out of Huntsman’s sight
these days since Anthony Rami-
rez was killed. :
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* T keep him with. me 2 lot
now,” Huntsman said. ) ’

Huntsman said he is sad- )
dened watching the contmunity
where he grew up fall to gang
violence, remembering what it
oncewas, = - o

“It's sad,” he said.” “People
here trying to outdo L.A, —
people want to show they're ba-
dasses. Everyone’s got to have a
gun.”

Huntsman said it’s more dan-
gerous now than it -was when he
was growing up. He sajd playing
sports at the center kept him out
of trouble growing up and that
more facilities like it are needed,

- But the children can’t play
pingpong or pocl anymore be-
cause the games are broken.

Although he recalis walking
the city streets at night unafraid,
something that takes extra cau-
tion and vigilance now, Hunts-
man said, the city is not beyond
saving. .

“Nah, it’s not too late,” he
said. “Tt’s never too late.”

Staff writer Giy McCarlhy contrib-
uted to this report.

Contact writer Megan Bianey at
(509) 386-3828 or via e-mail -at
megan.blaney @ sbsun.com.

Contact writer Selicia Kenne-
dy-Ross at (909) 386-3885 or via
e-mail at selicia.kennedy- .
@sbsun,com.

——
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Families of slai

Keepih'g. youths out
of gangs seen as vital

By Leonor Vivanco
Staff Writer’

" SAN BERNARDINO — Its a
nightmare most parents cannot fath-
om, But they are:forced to live it.

Their child’s life has been snuffed
out by a bullet, shattering their world, -

Days, months, years later; they try -
to go about their daily lives, but the
‘pain and heartache are etched on their
faces. Voices choke. It’s inescapable..

“We wake up every day thinking B
my son is going to come home;” said . -
Henry Ramirez. His son, Anthony "
Michael Ramirez, 11, was shot to J

See FAMILIES / Page A7

Fear
reigns
near
school

Many children
afraid to step

out of homes

By Nikki Cobb -
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — Gone
are the days when corner lots rang
out with the cries of kids playing
stickball.

On West Home Avenue here
Monday, basketball hoops hung
from garages, unused. Even an in-
flatable swimming pool, filled

In the neighborhood around Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Middie
School, where shootings and vio-
lence have become common-
place, many parents don’t dare let
their. kids play outside. And the
- kids don’t want to go — they’re
afraid. Afraid of being shot like
11-year-old Anthony Ramirez,
who died last week. '
Most of the children encoun-
tered outside the school on Mon-
day said they were no longer al-
lowed to-play outside, after the re-
cent shootings. So. they stay in-
doors, playing video games - oOr
playing catch in the hallways.
“1f ] walk home by myself, I'm
scared somebody will come up

and shoot me,” said 12-year old -

Shawndale Johnson. “I'm just
scared to do anything. I stay in the
house all the time.”

Aldre Williams, 13, echoed

‘that sentiment. He said the vio-
lence “makes me feel bad, makes
you not want to walk around the
‘street.”

Psychologists say the children
are adapting the best they can —
learning behaviors that, while ab-
normal to many, are sensible
adaptations to their situation.

Greg Pfau, a San Bernardino

marriage and family therapist,
said it’s not uncommon for chil-
dren to get their values from their
older brothers and sisters or from
negative role models like drug

n Children speak out

Meredith
Mitchiell looks
at photos of
her grandson
Jarred at her
home in San
Bernardino
the day after
Jarred, 14,
“was killed in
a drive-by
shooting
May 22.
Jarred's sister
Jinell Wright
. and cousin
Janise
Slaughter-are
also shown.

. "

Sun file phole

"Afraid "

And if their peer group doesn’t
value academic success, Pfau
said, they’ll absorb the values es-
poused by their-friends.

Richard Rouledo, 12, said he
studies hard, hoping to emulate
the success of his father, a lawyer,
and his mother, a doctor. He

" wants to be an architect.

Still, he said, his hard ‘work at
school comes with a price.

“Tt’s not a good thing” to be an
academic standout, he said. “Peo-
ple ask me for answers. And if I
don’t give them, they try to be re-
ally Tude to you.”

Pfaun said, “Children learn a
fear of strangers quickly.”

“They’re hyper-vigilant, al-
ways scanning, always trying to
gauge whether they can trust a
person or not.”

Children also are quick to imi-
tate behaviar — even violent be-
havior.

Dr. Charles Shipley, a San
Bemardino child psychologist,
said when children have no
tive role models, they mode -
behavior of those that others re-
spect. :

“Teachers are not seen as role
models. Education is not seen as
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continued from page A3

death.as he played ba’sketbail on
- Wednesday at Dr. Martin Luther
. King Jr. Middle Scheol.

Grief-stricken families try to

make sense of the violence and -

hope another chiild doesn’t suffer
the same fate.

“There has to be a way for
the city to put a stop to this,
otherwise none of us are going
to be safe”
Mitchell. ‘

Her grandson,.Jarred, 14, was
fatally shot as- he danced with
friends outside a home on West

Home Avenue a block from the -

_school on May 22.

If thgy ask for anything, the
families of homicide victims ask
for more gang prevention ‘and
intervention programs. They
woiry about the way gangs arc
sprouting in the community and
that children are choosing that
life.

‘But the stricken parents are ' -

said Meredith daughter,

11, died when bullets ripped
-through their apartment as the.
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quick to say there is no single

. sohution to the killing spree

plaguing San Bernardino.
- Miichell .wonders how guns

‘are 50 accessible to the point that.

people are afraid to look at any-

one out of fear they mlght have.
©agum.

“The focus should be on try-
ing to get these guns off the
street and out of ‘the- hands of
young people,” she said.

Roshatta Joseph ‘hopes - for
“all' the gangbanging to. stop,
more patrols, more of everybody
coming together as one.” Her
Mynisha Crenshaw,

family was having dinner on
Nov. 13.

“They . need more than after-
school programs. They need
something for these kids to hap-
pen Saturdays and Sundays.”

Anthony * was invelved in
sports and stayed away from
gangs, his father said.

“The patrents first need to
raise their kid to be respectﬁJl ”
Raimirez added.

“They need after-school pro-

grams to "keep them occupied in-

stead of going out and hanging -

in the streets,” he said.
Parents bear responsibility,
said ‘Agnes Gibboney, leader of

“the Inland Empire - chapter of .

Parents of ‘Murdered Children,
which meets monthly in San
Bernardino. '

We should “sit down with
our children and talk to-them
about the value of life,” she said.

“We’re just overwhelmed for
the lack of respect for life.”

Betty Grant said, “We need
to -be mentoring — the commu-
nity, the - churches, everyone.

We’ve got to step up to the table

and start working with these
kids and offer them something.” -
- Grant, who has lived in San

‘Bernardino for . more, than 50

years, lost her son in a drive-by
shooting in 1991/
Making a difference in ‘one

child’s life is worth it, Grant

said: “You definitely need to
give these kids a safe place to
go.”

Contact writer Leonor Vivanco at - |
(909) '386-3875 or- via e-mail at

leonor.vivanco@shsun.com,

Af’raid

continued from page A3 .

the path to power,” Shipley said.
“There are not a huge number of
awards for doing wcll academi-
cally.

“They don’t care if you 're
smart,” Shipley said. “They care
if you’re tough.”. _

That’s a path Erian Washing-
ton hopes not to go down. The
13-year-old says his hero is his

father “becatise he $fay,éd out of

trouble and stuff.”

Eleven-year-old- Brandon
Johnson’s parents are trying to
keep their children safe. He isn’t
allowed ocutside after -school ei-
ther, so he plays baseball .in the
hallway with his brother and sis-
ters. , B

The family has lived there for
four years. For the children, the
break-ins, the broken car win-
dows, the shuttered existence
have become routine.

Their mother, Dawn Johnson,

says she’d move out of the
neighborhood — if she could-af-
ford it. She kept Brandon home
from school for three days after
Anthony Ramirez’s shooting,
fearful for his safety.

"And 8-year-old Jessica No-
bles said her parents don’t want
her outside because of what has'
been happening in her neighbor-
hood. And that’s fine with her.

' “I feel like it might happen to
." she said.

Contact writer Nikki Cobb at (909)

386-3874 or via ernall at
nikki.cobb@sbsun.com.
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Biggest solution
isn’t always best

By Emily Sachs
Staff Writer

Crime has returned in a big
way to the Big Easy, and the so-
lution is even more massive. The
National Guard has been dis-
patched to patrol the streets in
response to the shooting of five
New Orleans teens this month.

Getting tough on crime gets
attention, but going after the
roots of crime in a methodical
way gets results, according to
crime experts arcund the coun-

“From a policing standpoint,
it’s not so sexy at all, but that’s
reality,” said Travis Pratt, asso-
ciate professor and director of
the criminal-justice program at
Washington State University at
Spokane.

In San Bemardino, where
seven of the 34 homicides this
year have been minors, the reac-
tion should be methodical, ex-
perts say.

“It’s a very complex prob-
lem, and most complex prob-
lems have an infinite set of
wrong answers, like the National
Guard,” he said.

In Newark, N.J, and Phila-
delphia, for example, efforts to
turn around their most troubled
areas have resulted in gentrified
town homes and condos.

When San Bernardino’s trou-
ble spots hit rock bottom, inves-
tors will pounce on the low
prices, Pratt predicted.

In Oakland, to combat the un-
emplovment that was being
blamed for contributing to high
crime, city leaders essentiaily
gave away jobs cleaning graffiti
off buses., With their newfound
benefits and paychecks, the
workers became some of the
citv’s most ardent protectors.

“They actually had guys grab
markers out of litle kids
hands,” said Jean O’Neil, re-
search director for the National
Crime Prevention Council in
Washington, D.C.

Out-oi-the-box  thinking is
most successful when 1t is
combined with traditional polic-
ing, she said. Programs that fo-
cus on prevention. parenting and
after-school programs for chil-
dren as altematives to gangs
have all worked elsewhere.

The city also can hamess the
power of the people. Easily 85
percent to 90 percent of resi-
dents want the problem people
out of the citv, O Neil said. But
they are the least likelv to say so
out of fear.

“The job is to keep these peo-
ple who have proven not to be
good citizens under the kind of
surveillance that makes them be-
lieve the price of doing wrong
again is just not worth it,”
O’ Neil said.

“If they don’t think they’H be
caught . . . what would vou do if
you were them? Go right back to
running your little empire.”

Operation Phoenix. a concen-

‘trated 20-block enforcement of

crime and code enforcement in-
troduced by San Bernardino
Mayor Pat Morris is a step in
that direction.

But it is going to take time to
study the results and the findings
from the effort. said Larry
Gaines, chairman of the
criminal-jusitce program at Cal
State San Bemardino. His suspi-
cion is that San Bernardino is
experiencing a concwrent spike

Crime takes a bite

it's not always easy 1o see who
pays the bill. but each crime rips
a chunk out of the public well-
being, with faial crimes taking the
lion's share. The National Crime
Prevention Council compiled
these figures in an attempt to
show the costs of crime in 2003.
These are naticnal averages
based on — among other things
— expenses to victims, lost
revenue, and criminal justice and
insurance ccsts.

CRIME AVERAGE COST
(Per crime}
FATAL CRIME $4,160,233
Rape, assault . 4,136,300
Arson 3,862,200
DUl 4,482,200
CHILD ABUSE 84,000
Sexual 141,200
Physical 94,200
Emotional 38,100
RAPE/SEXUAL ASSAULT
{Excluding child abuse) 122,400
ROBBERY/
ATTEMPTED ROBBERY 11,200
With injury 26,700
No injury 2,700
Staif graphic

in both homicides and gang ac-
tivity.

“Essentiallv, we probably
need to look at those homicides
to get a better idea of those dy-
namics” behind them, Gaines
said.

“You're taiking about a sub-
stantial problem that has been
developing over decades. There
are a number of social problems
that . .. 10 a great extent the Po-
lice Department cannot solve.”

Morgan Quitno Press. the
same group that ranked San Ber-
nardino the I8th-most dangerous
city in the country, ranked Irvine
— less than an hour away —
one of the safest cities in the
country, specifically for its verv
low rate of violent crime.

Irvine leaders credit a strong
connection between community
groups and residents, as well as
long-standing efforts to prevent
the factors that cause crime, in
the form of community-eriented
policing. “We were doing that
before tt even had a name.” said
Lt. Mike Hamel of the Irvine
Police Deparument.

“I think that because our citv
has that kind of philosophy, we
realize we can’t address prob-
lems by ourseives,” Hamel said.
*We need the community.”™
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Crime remains at the center of ci

By Kelly Rayburn
Staff Writer

SAN BERNARDINO — In a
town of 200,000 that has seen
more than a homicide a week,
crime has dominated city poli-
tics — particularly in the last
seven months,

Eleven-year-old Mynijsha
Crenshaw’s death in November
sparked a community to demand
answers from their elected lead-
ers about what was being done
to keep the streets safe,

Crime ruled the debate in the
subsequent mayoral campaign
between Mayor Pat Morris and
City Attorney James F. Penman.

it has remained the focus of
“Morris’ first 16 weeks in office.
And in a proposed spending plan
that could come up for a vote
this week, the city’s most signif-
icant new expenditure is money

add 14 officers to the San
mardino Police Department.

Despite such efforts, the
crime wave continues.

When it comes to homicide,
2006 is another bad year. If the
rate continues its pace, it would
easily exceed the 58 in 2005,
which was a decade high.

The homicide tally so far is
34. :
Morns’ comments on how
long crime would remain at the
top of the agenda: “We're going
to have to stay focused on this
for a good, long while to dimin-
ish this problem. There are no
short-term fixes.”

Morris was clearly moved by
the apparently unprovoked
shooting of 1 1-year-old Anthony
Michael Ramirez as the boy
played basketball at Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Middle School
last week.

The day after the shooting,
Morris said he would be solicit-
ing ideas from community stake-
holders, including business and
religious leaders, about how to
reduce crime. He said he would

'nt fresh anti-crime strate-

fater this week.

Already, the city has sought

help from the California High-
way Patrol and San Bemardino
County Sheriff's Department in
patrolling its streets.

Morris  said | officers from
those agencies would be on the
streets by the end of the week.

In the meantime. Monday’s
Superior Court ruling that will
probably doom an anti-illegal-
immigration ballot measure was
seen by some as a key step to-
ward enabling citv leaders to fo-
cus on more pressing needs.

Timothy Prince. a San Ber-
nardino artornevy and former
mayoral candidate. said he has
known Morris all his life and
that he was certain the rling
made the mavor “very happy.”

It would allow Morris, he
said, to focus on the things he

I

should be doing, such as bolster-
ing the police and fire depart-
ments. He said the ruling was
especially welcome because it
appeared to him, a former judge,
to be the correct interpretation of
the law.

But he added, “This was a
very sad distraction for our city.
We have serious issues in this
city,- predominantly revolving
around public safety, but also in
creating a positive image for our
city ... to help create an eco-
nomic renaissance.”

The initiative, Morris said,
did nothing to help the city with
either of those issues.

© With or without it, however,
the public-safety challenge is
huge.

Councilman Chas Kelley

ty’s politics

went so far as to say he would
not be opposed to the National
Guard patrolling city streets.

One former member of the
City Council, Betty Dean An-
derson, has said the ongoing
crime problem has persuaded
her to run again for council after
losing in 2003 to 6th District
Councilman Rikke Van Johnson
by fewer than 100 votes.

“We had crime,” Anderson
remembered of her eight vyears
on the council, “but not at the
level it is at now. This is an ex-
treme crisis level.”

She acknowledged the issue
has been thrust to the center of
politics. Asked if it would re-
main there, she said, “If it con-
tinues at this crisis level, of
course.”
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 CLASSES

JTHE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF SAR GERNARDING, 1180 W- Ninth St,, offers Wids

a variety of daily classes that include‘swimming, reading, a8 kwon do, bas-
ketball, as and crafts, and much more: : ' -
The club requires 8 7 annual mnembership. However, the club offers scholaf-
" ships -ang other opp’onunit_ies for those 1n nee_d of financial agsistance. '
ox more information, €3 (909) 888-6751- S
8 DELMANN HEIGHTS COMMUNITY CENTER, 2969 N_ Flores St 521 gernardi-
ne, offers @ variety 'rof classes daily, weelkly and mo_nthiy including cooking,
music, open mic sessions and more. - B
for details, call (209) 384-541T. ] .
B THE RUDY C. Hmmunu commumw.cgmm, 0972 N.Lugo fve., offers @
qariety of activities thro_u'g'nout the week, in_clud‘mg cooking classes and
youth-club gatherings. - ' - '
From July 7 1o Aug. 30, camp will be held for ghiluren. agés 3o 14 activities
~owill include swimming, arts and grafts, and free funch. - ) .
piso beginning JutY 7, the center wilh offer a summet Junch program for ohi-
dren 18 and, younger from noon 10 1 p.A% dally. ' o
For more information. cah {90%) 384-5420. _
i From 10 am.loB p;m. nMonday through Friday, the NICHOLSON PARK

GOHMUNHY CENTER offers a variety pf -games and classes: including @ nutri-
fjon class netd from 3:3010 430 p.m.Wednesda\;s and Skip Bo classes '
held every our for children and adults. - :

The center is 8 2750 W. gecond St., Sat gernardina. FOf moie informaﬁun,'
call (909) 374-34?.3. : '

. g PEOPLE'S CHOICE INC., 1505 W- wightand Ave., offers anger-management '

COUrSES: community-service resources and makes avaitable basketha'll courts.

~ during business hours.

For more information. calt (909} g87-3524-

" PROGRAMS, WEETINGS, SERVICES

g inland Empire chapter of PARENTS OF MURDERED CHILDREN meets at 7
_p.m.on the ﬁrstTnursday of each month at preciado funeral Home, 923 W.-

Mill St., San Bernardino-
For mole jnformation cat {909) ag7-6164. i
|| Los_mnamos grafﬁti n_amova\ and yolunteer work, (909).'885{7066. ‘

s VOLUNTEERS FOR AMERICA, 720 S-E st., Saf peravdin, offers (eSOUICES
for parents of children 7u'nder'the ape of 6 including ghelter, medica\. parent

ing classes in English and Spanistt, and dnmestic—violencé classes.

For more information. call (909) 888-4577.

EVENTS

B Victory putreach wit host a live SWES production of “A Tate of Two
Gangstas: Common Ground” at 6 p.m. July 14 and July 1_5 at the National

Orange Show, Events Center, g8 §. E St San gernardino.

For ticket information, calt (909) 386-1070

 ACTIVITIES

B LYTLE CREEK COMMUNITY

game oppoﬂu_nities for _kids from

CENTER, 386 5 K St., San Bernarding, offels

13010 7 p.M- monday through Fﬂday.-an

from 10 am. @ ‘4 p.m. Saturdays. A variety of recreationa! activities throug

out he day wil include pool, pPrayStation and much more.

The center is also home 10 cooking classes from 5 to 6-p.M- Wednesdays.

- More information-can be obtained by caling (909} 384-5424.

g Activities at the (UBEN CAMPOS COMMUNITY CENTER, 1717 W Fifth st

iange _from‘basketb_all to board games.f Each week, tf\e, facility will host a__di
ferent 'summéf theme, fiom alohas 1o splash madness.

activities wil be held petween 9
_For more information, call (909).

around Colton. .

am.and 8 p.m.

© @ The GONZALES AND LUQUE COMMUNITY CENTERS welcome residents in of

© From 2 to 5:p.M. each day, the two centers ptay host 10 @ variety of games.

crafts, sporting activities apd much more.

The Gonzales Cpm'munity Center

is jocated at 570 Colton fpve., and can be

" feached at (9(_)9) 370—6153.The Luque Community center is at 202 £.0%
and can reached 3t {909) 370-6153. o

‘Edmmumfy.hg\i_s@'sbsun;dqm. o

Juna

owi of any: )tiu;r i:p,mﬁ'luni_ty events cen_t"ers,_or;t;rg@lji_‘za'\.i"éh_s,. send.
o The Sue, 2239 Gannett Parkwal San Bernardind, CA 92407 or

2, 290
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