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owering the Drop-Out Rate

- Rossa Dol"io-
El Observador -

Yhe first three hours

after school are the

: ~ hours that adolescents
are likely to fall into gangs, sexu-
_ al and drug activities.. For this
reason, the YWCA has imple-

mented a credit recovery program

for four East Side High Schools

for students who need to make-up
credits to graduate.

The program is available at
James Lick, Overfelt, Yeiba
Buena and Andrew Hill High
Schools. With the East Side

Union High Schools receiving the '

highest dropout rate in the Santa -
Clara Valley, this program helps

students excel in their education.
“New Options offers students
credits towards their education

. and we offer help with their
" homework in all subjects,” said

facilitator Elizabeth Ruiz.

Three hours a day after

school, this program has an hour
of credit recovery in the subject
the child needs, an hour of home-
work and an hour of enrichment
where the students learn about
themselves and their potential
decisions. ' - _

-“We offer them resources,”
said Ruiz, “We ‘have mentors,

ck High School play H
qrning to communicate




Lowering
*the DI‘Op-

advisors and work with their
parents not only to help them
academically but as a person
with social, leaming and per-
sonal skills.” .

With curriculums that

~ teach the students about sexu-
. -al'education and drug preven-

tion, as well as games that
teach them to better commu-
nicate and work as teams, the

L students are learning every-
. day SleS needcd in the work-
E -_force sl

' “As adolescents ‘some-

: times you make mistakes,”

said Ruiz, “and this program

~ helps them realize that they
" can make-up for those mis-
" takes.'We are here to encour-
‘age and motivate them, to

make them realize that they
are capable of achieving the

' goals and dreams that they
= may have,”

“Started in 1995 at Overfelt
High ~school,- the program
began this year through state

- funding and has been able to
: 'expand to four High Schools.

 Students seeking to recov-

Cer credits from failed classes
can spéak to a site coordinator

at the school or contact the
YWCA in San Jose for morc ’

_ information.A
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t a press conference
held Friday, Feb. 29,
2008, regarding the

Javenile Justice System of
Santa Clara County, retired social
waorker Noemi Baiza commented,
“Foday two of three children in the
system are Latino kids.” The “sys-
tem’ is composed of Children’s
Shelter, Juvenile Hall Juvenile Court
System and the Department of Fam-
ily & Children’s Service, Social
Service Agency.

The San Jose Police Depart-
ment often is involved in the process
of taking a child into custody with
recent developments establishing al-
ternatives to the custody process
being proposed by La Raza Round-
table and supported by Supervisor
Bianca Alvarado.

For the past 10 years or so the
Juvenile Justice Committee, with
Raut Colunga representing LRRT,
has Jooked into the operations of this
‘Juvenile Justice System’. Sylvia
Alvarez related the psychological
trauma that a child experiences
when taken away from their familiar
environment of parents, extended
family and friends. Ms. Alvarez
stated that one single Latina mother
told her, “Here, our children are re-
ally not our own once they falf into
the custody of the juvenile justice
system.” A major concem is that
these kids eventually become totally
enmeshed in the system only to
learnt antisocial behavior and even
criminal practices.

One revelation was an allega-
tion that the current authority of the
social workers involved is not sub-
ject to monitoring. This denies the
ability of the community to know
just who is responsible and account-

Juvenile Justice Concems

Hilbert Morales, MPH

able. Much of this information is
kept confidential urnder the current
client privacy policies.

It was obvious that the one
agency of this Juvenile Justice sys-
tem not present was a representative
who could speak to the usual and
customary practices of those social
workers who are responsible for
making the judgment call that a
child is endangered and must be
taken into the foster care program.

Since these are the agents who
authorize the taking of a child from
its familiar family setting, it seems
reasonable to ask Norma Doctor- -
Sparks, Director, Department of
Family and Child Services, Social
Services Agency, to inform the
community about the legal stan-
dards involved and the process
which these social service workers
use. What is the level of manage- .
ment evaluation and monitoring?

According to Ms. Noemi Baiza
the rule that is currently used by so-
cial workers is, “If in doubt about
that kid's safety, yank it out.” Once
a child is removed from histher fam-'
ily setting, is any review or evalua-
tion of that action conducted? It
seems that this portion of the Juve-
nile Justice system needs to become
transparent. The local Latino com-
munity needs to understand why so
many of its kids end up in foster care
placement.

Certainly that information can
be made available to the concemed
public without violation of client in-
formation privacy concems. It
seems that the Juvenile Justice
Committee has some more work to
do. Let’s make certain that the con-
cemed Latino community supports
that effort. A
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Por Rosaric Vital - EF Observador

"Quiero que mis alumnos estén actives, se sjerciten a diario y provan-
gan enfermedades que 85 comdn en los latinos. Los recursos son limitados
pero existe muche entusiasmo enfre mis estudiantes”, dijo Claudia Tagi-
maroa, maestra del Segunda Grado de [a Escuela Primaria de Washinglon
&n San Josa,

Esta escuefa cuyo 30% de estudiantes son latinas perticipa por se-
gundo afio conseculivo en el programa nacional * Salta la Cuerda por tu
corazdn” el cual s promovide por la Asociacian Americana del Corazdn,

Combinar actividades flsicas en 2 escuela o5 un elemanto basico para
manlener a nifos saludables, "Los nifios son el futuro de este pals y quer-
emos que sean wna comunidad aciiva y sana. Al mismo tiempo estamos
promoviendo a que nifos junten dinero para apoyar a programas de ayuda
a persanas que sufren de ataque al corazdn o derrame cerebral”, dijo
Camie Sénchez, representante de la Asociacion Americana def Corazon.

Sénchez informé a E Observador que unen esfuerzos con 93 escye-
las primarias y eso ha fenido mucho éxito.

Juntan dinero para una noble causa

Parta def programa "Jump Rope for Heart” consiste en que los riflos
feunan fondos para conlribuir a programas que

poe tratan a pacientes con problemas
cardiacos en los hospitals de
Stanford, Children Hospi-
¥ (al da Qakfando, Universi-
dad de Berkley y San
Francisca.
El aiio pasado Joanna Borraya

g -:'\’\ IR

alumna ahora del 2do. Grado de Primaria de fa Escuela Pri-
maria Washinglon no solo brinca fa crerda sing

gria al ser reconocida co q
reuniG para esta sana offush. Joanna reunié $1,002 ye esiu E
fue poss:hle graclas asu uabap ¥ compromiso al aceplar

tudiantas como ella lggramos
deportives®, dife Tagiharoa

La Asociacién Americana del
de Diabetes Il se gsié incremen
dencia actual wﬁnﬂa, adole
drén problemasAl corazon a cx
de edad.

Un serie Baestudios han demd}
de actividad Fidu eslé relacionadg
escolar, Los g4
entre 1980 44
lescentes § :
firse en sobrepesa.

Las enfermedades ca
causa de muerts en lo nifiosg

Para que estos prograina Sl
cortes de presupuestola asociacion y i
préximo 1¢ de mayo una festividad parflilica
desea colaborar con la escuela puede el do
agua, equipos deportivos o I
cuela. Puede contactar a (g
www.americanheart.orgf

Getting A Head Start; 900 Kindergartners Enter EVC

SAN JOSE, Cali,.

n Thursday, April 24, the
OEvcrgree,n Valley Col-
lege campus, welcomed
900 kindergartners, 60 percent of
whom are Latino, from the Alum
Rock School District for a half-day
of leaming, exploration, and fun.
The gap in math and reading
scores between Latino children and
thelr counterparts, which begins as
carly as kindergarten and persists

sults in a decreasing percentage of
Latinos at each stage of the educa-
tion pipeline,

Evergreen Valley College is de-
termined 1o buck that trend by ex-
posing Latino children to the world
of possibilities that a college educa-
tion can bring them.

Dr. David Wain Coon, President
of Evergreen Valiey College, says,
“Exposing owr youth early to the
wonders of education is so impor-

studenis is often too late"

EVYC has been working on bold
initiatives to open the doors to edu-
cation for English Language Learn-
ers. "OF the 9300 students at Alum
Rock's 20 elementary schools, 77
percent are Latino. Many of these
students will feed into the East San
Jose high schools. Qur hope is that
they wiil eventually enroll in our col-
[ege or ather colleges, to create bet-
ter futures for themselves and their






Keep Them Busy

by Rosario Vital
El Observador

The dream of a young adolescent in a Losg Altos High School hag become a reality.
Akash Nigam (14) had the big vision of pPutting together a soccer camp for middle
schoolers. Starting with 30 participants, this year the number has increased to
105, making it a Successful camp.
"This is an example of how the community unites to create space and
opportunities for others. We looked for young kids to participate and at first
there were only a few, but by the second day we had 100 kids after those that
were registered brought their friends," said the President of Mesa de la
Comunidad, Oscar Garcia. _
Akash is a passionate soccer Player, who worried about the lack of possibilities
for young soccer players in lower income families, thus bringing together his
love for soccer and care for the community.
"I'm happy to create activities, to see a smile on the kids faces," said Akash
during the award Ceremony on July 3 at Bubb Elementary School. :
"It's a very productive event for our familiesg, my son was busy part of the
afternoon and had a good time. This is important for the families that don't
have extra money, but with a $5 donation are able to keep our kids busy," said
Maria Chavez. .
Far from Gangs, T.V and Electronic Games

'l kids and adolescents are at risk when at home. The fact that their parents
«~€ at work all day and kids are exposed to television and video games, and may
be alone part of the time, creates problems among young adolescents, frustrating
them, which results in them joining a gang," said Marco Garcia, a Mountain View
Police Officer and founder of programs for at-risk kids.
"Twenty percent of commercials on television are about junk food. One hour of
television makes kids gain an extra 167 calories. Can you imagine a child
sitting for five hours in front of the T.V., the internet or video games. It's
important that kids be physically active," said Maria Alvarez from Common Sense
Media.
An Ideal Camp
In the "Kick, Lead and Dream”"Camp, kids exercise by playing scrimmage games and
developing a healthy competitive environment, Perfectly integrated in the

“Our community is our friend and we are here to serve and contribute in
different social causes, " said the Mountain View Chief of Police, Scott §.G.
Vermeer. ‘
The police of this city also formed part of this program, donating their time in
the entertainment, talks and security. This sports camp was possible due to the
Support from the Mountain View League of Activities, The Mountain View Police
Activities League, and Mesa de la Comunidad. This is camp is a model of good
mmer camps that families of other cities could follow.A
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nifios de alto riesge, Marco Gareia.

“El 20% de los comerciales que trans-
mite Ia TV en espaiiol es de comida
chatarra. Una hora en la television hace que
los nifios gaten 167 calorfas. ;Se imaginan
un nifio sentado por 5 horas frente ala tv, el
internet o alos juegos electrénicos? Es im-
portante que los nifios hagan actividades
fisicas?”, dijo Marfa Alvarez de la organi-
zacién Common Sense Media,

Campamento ideal

En ¢l campamento llamado “Kick, Lead
and Dream” los nifios se ejercitaron y tu-
vieron juegos en equipos separados, lo que
fomenta un clima de sana competencia, Per-
fectamente integrado en el programa de fiit-
bol habfa un orador invitade del programa
destinado a proporcionar la motivacidn y
fomentar el desarrollo de habilidades para
la vida que ayudard a desviar de malas in-
fluencias coma las’ pandi llas.

Policia de Min. View amigos de su co-
munidad

“Nuestra comunidad es amiga y esta-
mos aqui para servir y contribuir en difer-
entes causas sociales”, dijo el jefe de la
Policfa de Mtn. View, Scott $.G. Vermeer.

Los policfas de esta ciudad también for-
maron parte de este programa, donando su
tiempo en las entrenamientos, charlas y se-
guridad. Este campamento deportivo fue
posible por La Liga de Actividades de ia
Policfa de Mountain View(MVPAL), El
Club de Fitbo! de Los Altos y Mtn. View.
(MVLA), Mesa de la Comunidad. Esto es
un modelo de campamento de verano que

familias de otras ciudades podria seguir

cuando no fienen recursos econdrnicos.
(Read the English version online
www.el-observador.com) A

-







